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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
This annual report describes the activities and initiatives of the Revelstoke Bear Aware
Society from January 1, 2013 to December 31, 2013 and provides:
-‐‑ A description of current human-bear conflict.
-‐‑ Accountability to the community and financial contributors.
-‐‑ A record for the Revelstoke Bear Aware Society.
The focus of Revelstoke Bear Aware in 2013 was threefold:
-‐‑ To continue our diverse education outreach programs to reduce human-bear
conflicts and educate the community about reducing bear attractants.
-‐‑ To reduce the availability of unmanaged fruit to bears in the town
-‐‑ To continue working towards attaining Provincial Bear Smart status in Revelstoke
2013 was a quiet year for Revelstoke Bear Aware. There were 39 reports concerning black
bears and 2 reports concerning grizzly bears, totalling 41 reports, made to the RAPP line
and to Revelstoke Bear Aware. Two black bears were destroyed in 2013. No grizzly bears
were destroyed and no bears were relocated. The light pressure from bears this season
was possibly attributable to the season producing a very good and consistent wild berry
crop and the reduction of food available in the city.
Garbage continues to be the number one attractant for bears, followed by fruit trees. Pet
food and birdfeeders were also reported as attracting bears this season. Other common
attractants such as compost, outdoor freezers and fridges, livestock, beehives, and BBQ’s
were not reported this season.
Revelstoke Bear Aware delivered 22 presentations, attended 6 public events and festivals,
and presented at 5 workshops. We also held our own event series - the Bear Necessities.
Through these events we reached a total 1659 people.
Revelstoke Bear Aware visited 794 residences in door-to-door visits. Areas focused on
during door to door campaigning were trailer parks and other neighbourhoods without
secure garbage storage.
There were 5,488 visits to the Revelstoke Bear Aware website. A Facebook page was
maintained with thirty-four posts made throughout the season and 2,155 people were
reached through this medium. Numerous posts regarding attractant management and the
Gleaning Project were made to the Stoke List. Revelstoke Bear Aware issued 9 press
releases, had 10 articles published, and gave 4 radio interviews.
2013 was a big year for reducing fruit available to bears in Revelstoke. The Gleaning
Project collected 2095 lbs. of excess fruit and donated much of it to various agencies
around Revelstoke, including the Food Bank, a preschool apple-sauce project, a juicing
demonstration, and the Local Foods Initiative preserving project. An Adopt-a-Fruit-Tree
project was initiated and successfully matched up several properties with residents who
wanted to adopt the trees and manage the fruit. Also, a fruit-tree mapping project identified
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many wild or unmanaged fruit trees in Revelstoke and sought solutions for management or
removal with the owners.
Included in this report are recommendations for 2014. Key recommendations are
summarised below;
• That Revelstoke Bear Aware continues to run an outreach program educating both
residents of Revelstoke and newcomers about reducing human-bear conflict in bear
country,
• That Revelstoke continues to work toward creating a bear-proof solid waste system,
• That Revelstoke Bear Aware continues its education campaign to inform residents of
their new responsibilities under the new Solid Waste and Recycling Bylaw No. 2006,
• That a wildlife attractant bylaw is created,
• That Revelstoke Bear Aware continues the Gleaning Project and the Adopt-a-FruitTree project,
• That Revelstoke Bear Aware continues with its program of finding management
solutions for unmanaged wild fruit trees in and around Revelstoke,
• That Revelstoke Bear Aware continues to work with the City towards Provincial Bear
Smart status.
It would not have been possible to deliver the Revelstoke Bear Aware program to so many
members of the community without the support from volunteers. This year a total of 340
volunteer hours were given to Revelstoke Bear Aware.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION
The mission of Revelstoke Bear Aware is to reduce human-bear conflict through education,
cooperation, and active management initiatives in the community of Revelstoke and
surrounding area. The Revelstoke Bear Aware program has been delivered in Revelstoke
and surrounding area since 1996 with impressive results. The annual average number of
bears destroyed has been reduced from 27 to less than 7 since the program began. The
Revelstoke Bear Aware program receives substantial community-wide support.
1.1 Program Information
The focus of Revelstoke Bear Aware in 2013 was threefold: to continue working towards
attaining Provincial Bear Smart status in Revelstoke, to reduce the availability of
unmanaged fruit to bears in the town, and to continue our diverse education outreach
programs to reduce human-bear conflicts and educate the community about reducing bear
attractants.
This annual report describes the accomplishments of Revelstoke Bear Aware from January
01, 2013 to December 31, 2013.
Revelstoke Bear Aware is administered and implemented by a Bear Aware Community
Coordinator (BACC) who is hired by the Revelstoke Bear Aware Society throughout the
year. Sue Davies has a Master of Science in Applied Ecology and a diverse background
with experience in fruit tree research, volunteer management, and funding acquisition.
The program was partially funded by the British Columbia Conservation Foundation
between May and November. Funding for the Revelstoke Bear Aware Society in 2013 was
also received from Columbia Basin Trust (Community Initiatives Fund), BC Hydro, CP Rail,
Revelstoke Credit Union, and Revelstoke Community Foundation. Valuable in-kind support
was received from Parks Canada, the City of Revelstoke, the Conservation Officer Service,
and many individual volunteers.
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1.2 Community Profile
Revelstoke is located adjacent to the Columbia River at the north end of upper Arrow Lake.
Four valleys intersect here; the Columbia River valley, the Illecillewaet River valley, the
Jordan River valley and the valley leading to Eagle Pass. The Monashee Mountains border
the community to the west and the Selkirk Mountains, containing Mount Revelstoke
National Park, lie to the east. Many of the surrounding mountain slopes provide prime black
and grizzly bear food sources and shelter. Revelstoke is located in Bear Country.
Consequently we have many bears of both species in the vicinity, although our valley
bottom location means that black bears are more common in the town than grizzlies.

Figure 1. Satellite image of Revelstoke and surrounding area provided by Google
Earth.
1.3 Historic Situation
The relative isolation of Revelstoke and its proximity to bear habitat has contributed to a
large number of human-bear conflicts in the past. Over the ten-year period between 1986
and 1996, 15 grizzlies and 266 black bears were destroyed in Revelstoke and the
7
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surrounding area. During the same period, 107 grizzlies and 54 black bears were
relocated.
In September of 1994, the municipal landfill was protected with electric fencing for the first
time. Prior to this, the garbage at the landfill provided a major food source for bears. This
resulted in unnaturally high numbers of habituated and food conditioned grizzly and black
bears in and near Revelstoke. The bears, already accustomed to feeding on garbage at the
landfill, started to search for alternate food sources within the city. Groups of citizens
voiced their concern about this situation and pressured the local governments to stop or
reduce the destruction of bears within and around the city.
In an effort to remedy this situation, local residents, agencies, organizations, and various
levels of government created the Bear Management Committee. The goal of the committee
was to develop strategies that would reduce human-bear conflicts, increase public safety,
and reduce the unnecessary destruction of bears.
In 1996, the Bear Management Committee acquired funding and created the position of
Bear Aware Program Coordinator. The role of the coordinator is to educate the citizens of
Revelstoke about their responsibilities and the importance of identifying, managing, or
eliminating bear attractants on their property. In 2004, the Revelstoke Bear Aware Society
became a registered non-profit organization and now accepts donations, grants and in-kind
contributions to achieve this goal.
The program has now been operating consistently in Revelstoke for the past 18 years and
has proven to be very successful in reducing conflict between people and bears. The
average number of bears destroyed each year has been reduced from 27 to less than 7
since inception of the program (Figure 2).
Based on the success of Revelstoke Bear Aware, other communities in British Columbia
began to show interest, and similar programs have been initiated around the province. The
British Columbia Conservation Foundation administers the provincial Bear Aware program
and provides financial support to a number of communities throughout the province,
including Revelstoke.
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Bear Management Actions in Revelstoke and Surrounding
Area 1986-2013
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Figure 2. Bear management actions in Revelstoke and surrounding area 1986-2013.

2.0 REPORTED BEAR SIGHTINGS AND BEAR MORTALITY DUE TO
HUMAN-BEAR CONFLICT IN 2013
Residents of Revelstoke and surrounding area are urged to report bear sightings to the
RAPP Line and/or to Revelstoke Bear Aware. Every sighting reported includes information
about the location of the sighting, the bear species involved, if there was property damage,
and if a bear attractant was noted (garbage, fruit tree, compost, livestock, birdfeeders,
outdoor freezers and fridges, or vegetable gardens).
2013 was a quiet year for bear activity in Revelstoke and the surrounding area possibly due
to a very good and consistent wild berry crop. There were a total of 41 bear sightings
reported to the RAPP line and to Revelstoke Bear Aware, with reports related to both black
bear and grizzly bear activity.
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Table 1. The total number of bear sightings reported to the RAPP line and Revelstoke
Bear Aware between 2005 and 2013.
Year
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013

Total Bear Sightings Reported
50
147
143
162
34
212
221
125
41

2.1 Reported Black Bear Sightings and Mortality Results
In 2013 there were 39 reports regarding black bears made to the RAPP line and to
Revelstoke Bear Aware. Two black bears were destroyed in Revelstoke due to humanbear conflict in 2013. One of the bears was destroyed due to becoming habituated and
food-conditioned to garbage and fruit trees. The other was a small and very thin bear
destroyed in early December. This bear was somewhat habituated to humans and was
destroyed due to his continued close proximity to humans. It may not have had enough
body fat reserves to get through the winter, hence the fact that it had not begun its winter
sleep. The first reported black bear sighting was on April 29th, 2013 and the last reported
sighting was on December 8th, 2013.
Table 2 summarizes reports concerning black bears received by the RAPP line and
Revelstoke Bear Aware between 2005 and 2013. It also summarizes black bear mortality
during this period in Revelstoke and surrounding area.
Table 2. The number of reports concerning black bears and black bear mortality,
between 2005 and 2013 in Revelstoke and surrounding area.
Year

Reports Concerning Black Bears

Black Bear Mortality

2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013

48
143
136
151
34
212
212
119
39

3
11
11
12
2
6
10
1
2
10
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2.2 Reported Grizzly Bear Sightings and Mortality Results
There were 2 reports to the RAPP line and Revelstoke Bear Aware concerning grizzly bears
and no grizzly bears were destroyed in 2013. The number of grizzly bears destroyed in
Revelstoke and surrounding area per year has been minimal, with two bears destroyed
between 2005 and 2013.
Table 3 summarizes reports concerning grizzly bears received by the RAPP line and
Revelstoke Bear Aware between 2005 and 2013. It also summarizes grizzly bear mortality
during this period in Revelstoke and surrounding area.
Table 3. The number of reports concerning grizzly bears and grizzly bear mortality,
between 2005 and 2013 in Revelstoke and surrounding area.
Year

Reports Concerning Grizzly Bears

Grizzly Bear Mortality

2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013

2
4
7
11
0
0
9
6
2

0
0
0
1
0
0
0
1
0

3.0 BEAR ATTRACTANTS
Each report to the RAPP line or Revelstoke Bear Aware details if it was a “sighting only” or
if a bear attractant was involved; garbage, fruit tree, livestock, pet food, outdoor freezers
and fridges, compost, birdfeeders, BBQ’s, beehives, vegetable gardens, spilled grain on the
CPR train tracks, or salmon at Bridge Creek (Table 4).
Table 4. Bear attractants reported between 2008 and 2013 in Revelstoke and
surrounding area.
Attractant involved in Bear Sighting

2008

2009

2010

2011

2012

2013

Garbage

48

12

76

70

28

10

Fruit Trees

17

3

20

19

1

5

Livestock

11

1

5

4

1

0

Pet Food

4

1

2

0

0

2
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Attractant involved in Bear Sighting

2008

2009

2010

2011

2012

2013

Outdoor Freezers and Fridges

4

1

2

2

1

0

Compost

3

1

3

5

3

0

Birdfeeders

3

3

1

3

0

1

BBQ

2

0

0

0

1

0

Beehives

1

0

0

0

0

0

Vegetable Garden

1

0

2

1

0

0

Grain on CPR Train Tracks

n/a

n/a

3

0

0

0

Salmon at Bridge Creek

n/a

n/a

1

0

0

0

Property Damage

2

4

7

5

6

0

Other (livestock food put out for deer)

0

0

0

0

0

1

Sighting Only

62

14

99

112

72

22

Although few bears were sighted in Revelstoke this season compared to other years,
garbage continues to be the greatest bear attractant, followed by fruit trees (Figure 3).
There were also reports of bears attracted to pet food, birdfeeders, and livestock food that
was allegedly put out for deer. Compost, livestock, outdoor freezers and fridges, BBQs,
beehives, vegetable gardens and grain on CP Rail tracks were not reported as bear
attractants this season. Bridge creek continues to have few or no salmon and no bears
were reported in the area.
Bear Attractants in Revelstoke, 2013
5%

5%

Garbage
Fruit Trees

11%

Pet-Food

53%

Birdfeeders

26%
Other

Figure 3. Chart showing bear attractants in Revelstoke and surrounding area, 2013.
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4.0 PROGRAM DELIVERY
4.1 Public Displays, Presentations, and Festivals
Revelstoke Bear Aware attended the community Farmers Market 4 times in 2013, and
attended 5 festivals, including The Spring Fling, Timber Days, Celebrate the Summit,
Harvest Palooza, and the Kokanee Fish Festival. We also delivered 22 presentations and
we continued our association with the NCES, collaborating with them to present a fruit tree
pruning workshop and delivering presentations at their Garden Guru series of workshops
throughout the summer.
In 2013 Revelstoke Bear Aware also presented its own special event series. The “Bear
Necessities” was a week-long event series which included an electric fencing workshop, a
guided hike in Balu Pass in association with Parks Canada, a demonstration by the
Conservation Officer of how to deploy bear spray and how the live capture bear trap is
used, a screening of “Living in Bear Country” DVD, and children’s Bear Aware activities at
the Farmers Market.

Figure 4. Children learning that electric fencing can be both safe and effective as a
deterrent to wildlife - Photo Rob Buchanan.
Through these presentations and events a total 1,659 people were reached. Table 5
provides details of the presentations, events and festivals and the number of people who
attended each event.
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Table 5: Public displays and presentations in 2013
Date

Event

Details

People in
Attendance

March

CBT Community Meeting

Bear Aware presentation

150

City Council Presentation of
Annual Report
Pruning for a Manageable
Harvest
Farmers Market and Spring
Fling

2012 Annual Report - Bear
Aware Update

22

Fruit tree pruning workshop

10

Public Display

85

April
April
May
May

Garden Guru series

Compost and question
session

12

June

Farmers Market

Public Display

95

July

Timber Days

Public Display

120

July

Junior Naturalists (2
presentations)

Bear Aware Presentation

21

July

Corner Stones Presentation

Bear Aware Presentation

20

July

Summer Camp

Bear Aware Presentation

22

Garden Guru series (3
workshops)
Garden Guru series (2
workshops)

Planting for Harvest,
Composting, Dehydrating
Mechanics of Canning,
Fermenting

Farmers Market

Public Display

238

September Celebrate the Summit

Public Display

35

September Kokanee Fish Festival

Presentations to grades 1-2

134

September Jumping Jacks Preschool

Presentation and artwork

23

Bear Necessities DVD
September
screening

Week of continuous
screening of "Living in Bear
Country" at Rec Centre.

100

July
August
August

Bear Necessities Fruit Work
Garden Guru Canning Event
Bee
Bear Necessities Balu Valley Guided Hike with Parks
September
Hike
Canada
September

36
31

9
7
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Date

Event

Bear Necessities Kids
Activities and Bear Sign
September
Identification with Parks
Canada
Bear Necessities E-Fencing
September
and Trap Demo
September Kindergarten classes BVE
September Grade 2+ classes BVE

Details

People in
Attendance

Farmers Market Booth &
kids activities

190

Electric fencing, bear trap
and spray demonstration
Presentation and materials
left
Presentation and brochure
making activity

35
32
44

October

Harvest Palooza

Public Display

133

October

Rotary Club Meeting

Presentation

35

October

Grade 2/3 AHE

Bear life cycle presentation

20

Total

1659

4.2 Waste Management
Garbage is consistently available to bears in Revelstoke and was again the number one
bear attractant in 2013. Last year curbside pick up of recyclable materials was also begun
in Revelstoke. Although there have been no conclusive reports of bears being attracted to
recycling, it is likely that a bear might investigate recycling due to residual food smells.
However if the recycling were clean, this would not result in reward and the bear would be
less likely to become food conditioned. Currently, the City of Revelstoke‘s Solid Waste &
Recycling Bylaw No.2006 allows garbage and recycling to be placed on the curb only
between the hours of 6am and midnight on the day of collection and states that garbage
and recycling containers must be secured against wildlife when not at the curb.
Many people store their garbage containers in their garages. Unfortunately there are also
many residences in the city that do not have secure storage for their garbage and recycling.
The City is currently evaluating the options for a wildlife proof waste collection system.
They are studying the waste stream to determine its composition. Also, changes to the BC
wide payment structure for recycling collection will take place early in 2014. The City will be
redesigning the waste collection system to reflect both these changes. Bear Aware
continues to provide information and advice on options for a wildlife proof garbage system.
In the past garbage tagging campaigns have been run by Bear Aware to remind people that
garbage must not be left at the curb during the night. However compliance with the bylaw
has become relatively high and a garbage tagging campaign was not run in 2013 in favour
of spending more time on other aspects of the program.
15
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4.3 Door-to-door
This season the door-to-door campaign focused primarily on trailer parks and other areas
without secure garbage storage. There are several large trailer parks in Revelstoke and
many more areas where mobile homes are common. These areas are often problem areas
for bears and garbage, mostly because of the lack of secure garbage storage. It was felt
that door-to-door in these areas would provide the ability to advise residents with all
possible options for management of their garbage.
A total of 794 residences were visited in 2013. Residents were provided with information
brochures on management of bear attractants, other wildlife species such as deer, coyote,
and cougar, advice on compost, fruit tree management or any other area of concern raised
by the resident. A flyer regarding changes addressed by the new garbage bylaw was also
distributed to each residence.
4.4 The Gleaning Project
The Gleaning Project gathers surplus fruits and vegetables from the community, helping to
reduce bear attractants. Residents with excess fruit can contact Revelstoke Bear Aware to
arrange volunteers to harvest the fruit. The volunteers receive some of the fruit and the
remaining fruit is donated to Community Connections Food Bank. The project also invites
all residents to donate their extra fruit, berries and vegetables directly to Community
Connections Food Bank.
During the door-to door campaign a letter was distributed inviting residents to take part in
the program. The program was also advertised through posters distributed throughout the
community, through a radio talkback show, through postings on the Stoke List and the
WildSafeBC Facebook page, and through an article in the Revelstoke Current.
•
•
•
•
•

2095 lb. of fruit was harvested by the project in 2013
1093 lb. was donated to Food Bank; 667 lb. of which was preserved before donation
22 lb. was donated to a pre-school apple sauce project
115 lb. went to a juicing demonstration run by the Local Foods Initiative
865 lb. of fruit went to the volunteers who harvested it

•
•
•
•

15 properties were gleaned by the project in 2013
10 properties were new to the project in 2013
2 of the new properties were identified through the fruit-tree mapping project
5 properties that were gleaned by the project last year were successfully adopted
through the Adopt-A-Fruit Tree project
Many properties gleaned in 2012 had found independent community members to
harvest their fruit in 2013.

•
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Figure 5. An apple tree before and after harvesting by the Gleaning Project.
4.5 The Adopt-A-Fruit-Tree Project
In 2012 a need was identified to find a more sustainable and year-round solution to fruit tree
management in Revelstoke. Many fruit trees require management (pruning, fruit thinning
etc.) at times other than harvest time.
The Adopt-a-Fruit-Tree project began in the spring of 2013. Several property owners were
approached and 6 agreed to take part. Seven adopters were matched to these properties
(one property was large enough to require two adopters) and began conversing directly with
the owners. Bear Aware kept in contact with both parties during the season to track
progress. One relationship did not work out due to changed circumstances of both parties
but the remaining partnerships worked well. Fruit was harvested and trees were managed
to varying degrees and the relationships are set to continue into next year. Bear Aware will
continue to track progress.

17
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Figure 6. Fruit tree adopter pruning a tree to improve manageability of harvest in years to
come.
4.6 Fruit Tree Mapping Project
The spring of 2013 saw the beginning of a project to map the unmanaged fruit trees in
Revelstoke. Trees were mapped during the spring blossom period to assist with location
and identification of fruiting species. The town was surveyed and any fruiting trees were
located using a GPS unit loaned to the project by Parks Canada.
Locations of evidently unmanaged fruit trees, both in gardens and wild-lands, were noted.
Information on trees located in gardens will be shared with the NCES Local Food Initiative
when they begin their project to map the local food resources in Revelstoke.
The owners of wild-lands with unmanaged fruit trees were contacted by Bear Aware to
determine appropriate management strategies.
• The City owns several of the areas identified by the mapping project and they have
agreed to remove some of the trees and manage others through blossom removal.
• BC Hydro has agreed to remove several trees on lands managed by them when they
next have a cutting crew in town.
• CP Rail owns land with wild fruit trees, although there is some uncertainty about the
boundaries of their land. Bear Aware is still in talks with CP Rail regarding
boundaries and management options.
• The Illecillewaet Greenbelt Society gave permission for members of the public to
harvest wild fruit trees on the greenbelt area and Bear Aware advertised their
location and fruiting season on the Stoke List. Feedback from the public suggested
that people harvested a large amount of the fruit.
18
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•

•
•

The Gleaning Project managed two privately owned properties identified by the
mapping project in 2013 and independent community members gleaned the fruit of
several other properties.
Four property owners agreed to remove the fruit trees from their land.
Three private owners of identified property are still to be contacted.

Figure 7 shows areas of unmanaged fruit trees in Revelstoke. Red areas indicate where
the owner has agreed to removal of the trees; Yellow areas represent where the owner has
agreed to have the trees managed by the gleaning project or other individuals; Green areas
are City owned, and trees will either be managed or removed; Blue areas are owned by CP
Rail and management options are to be determined.

Figure 7. Areas of wild or unmanaged fruit trees in Revelstoke.
4.7 Reduction in vegetative cover near schools
Revelstoke Bear Aware has continued its agenda of reducing vegetative cover for bears
near schools in Revelstoke. The Wildfire Interface Committee is also interested in reducing
vegetation in these areas with the aim of reducing fire hazards. Together we approached
School District 19 with the proposal that the areas below Begbie View Elementary and to
the north of Columbia Park Elementary be “Fire Smarted”.
19
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Revelstoke Bear Aware also approached the owners of Moose Park which adjoins Arrow
Heights Elementary and asked them to cut away some of the brush near the school
playground.
4.7 WildSafeBC
This season the British Columbia Conservation Foundation, which partly funds the Bear
Aware program, chose to include education on other species commonly in conflict with
humans. These species included coyote, cougar, and deer. The program is called
WildSafeBC and was incorporated into the Revelstoke Bear Aware program in 2013.
Advice was provided on attractant management for coyotes (which is similar to that
provided for bears), and discouragement measures applicable to both deer and cougar.

5.0 MEDIA
5.1 Revelstoke Bear Aware Website
The Revelstoke Bear Aware website (www.revelstokebearaware.org) continues to be a
popular source of information and received 5,488 visits in 2013 with 8,065 page views.
The website and Google Earth map were updated on a regular basis.
In 2013, Revelstoke Bear Aware collaborated with other agencies to increase the usage of
the Revelstoke Bear Aware website. The following agencies have links to Revelstoke Bear
Aware on their websites: The City of Revelstoke, CSRD, “Welcome to Revelstoke” Guide,
and The Revelstoke Current.
5.2 Newspaper
Revelstoke Bear Aware issued 9 press releases in 2013. Revelstoke has two weekly
newspapers, the Revelstoke Times Review and the Revelstoke Current, and a quarterly
publication, Reved Quarterly. All are very supportive of Revelstoke Bear Aware. In 2013,
ten articles written by Bear Aware were published. A further six articles written by others
regarding Bear Aware issues or projects were published. Of the total published, the
Revelstoke Times Review published 5 and the Revelstoke Current published 11 (Table 6).
See Appendix 2 for full media releases.
Table 6. Revelstoke Bear Aware articles, 2013
Newspaper
The Revelstoke Current

Date
April 5

The Revelstoke Current

April 11

Revelstoke Times Review

May 1

Article Title
Spring is nearly here - sunshine, daffodils and
bears getting into garbage!
News briefs - learn to prune fruit trees.
City of Revelstoke presents backyard
chickens, bees, and livestock policy
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Newspaper
The Revelstoke Current

Date
June 2

The Revelstoke Current

June 13

Revelstoke Times Review

June 14

The Revelstoke Current

July 30

The Revelstoke Current

August 14

The Revelstoke Current

August 28

Revelstoke Times Review

August 27

Revelstoke Times Review

August 28

The Revelstoke Current

September 15

The Revelstoke Current

October 1

The Revelstoke Current

October 15

Revelstoke Times Review

October 28

Article Title
Expanded Bear Aware program will now seek
to diffuse conflicts with other animals too.
Be bear smart with your garbage!
Revelstoke Bear Aware reminds people of
new garbage bylaw
The bears are coming
News briefs - learn how to harvest white
mulberries
City council embraces chic-chic-chickens
Slow-roasting backyard chicken bylaw on
Revelstoke council table again
City council drops livestock bylaw, opts for
chickens-only plan
Bears: if you love ‘em, help celebrate ‘em
through this week’s Bear Necessities events!
One bear destroyed in Revelstoke as problem
wildlife calls are expected to increase.
Harvest Palooza in photos.
Revelstoke bear sightings on the up as bears
wander into town

In 2013, Revelstoke Bear Aware purchased advertisements in the City of Revelstoke
Leisure Guide - Summer and Fall editions. Ads were also purchased and placed in The
Revelstoke Current to promote the Bear Necessities events and Revelstoke Times Review
for general bear awareness in the fall. Revelstoke Bear Aware also posted advertisements
on The Stoke List to promote the Bear Necessities and The Gleaning Project.
Table 7. Revelstoke Bear Aware Advertisements, 2013.
Publication
Revelstoke Leisure Guide

Date
Summer issue

Advertisement Title
We live in bear country!

The Revelstoke Current

Continuous

Revelstoke Leisure Guide

Fall Issue

Revelstoke Bear Aware “Button”
- link to RBAS website
We live in bear country!

Reved Quarterly

Summer issue

Prime Bear Habitat Ad

The Revelstoke Current

September

Bear Necessities Ad
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Publication
The Stoke List

Date
September

Advertisement Title
Bear Necessities Ads

StokeFM

September

Bear Necessities Ads

Revelstoke Times Review

October November
Regularly during
gleaning season

Got Food? Ad

The Stoke List

The Gleaning Project

In keeping with the increased full-colour advertising in todays media world, a new imagebased advertisement was designed and used in several media formats (Figure 8)

Figure 8. “Got Food?” full colour Bear Aware advertisement.
5.3 Facebook
This season WildSafeBC initiated Facebook pages for all WildSafeBC programs including
the Revelstoke program. We were able to use this as an affective means of advertising
bear awareness during the season. Thirty-four posts were made during the season and a
total of 2155 people were reached.
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5.4 Radio
Radio interviews for EZ Rock were given in May, August, and October. The Community
Coordinator was also interviewed on a live talkback show on StokeFM in August. Topics
included information about bear sightings, the Gleaning Project, and management of
garbage, fruit, and compost. Radio advertising was run 3 times a day on StokeFM in the
lead up to the Bear Necessities Event in September.
5.5 Video
The DVDs “Staying Safe in Bear Country” and “Living in Bear Country” are available to loan
from the library and may also be watched at the Parks Canada office by request. “Living in
Bear Country” was played on a continuous loop at the Community Centre during the Bear
Necessities weeklong event series.
5.6 Television
Six overlapping Bear Aware advertisements appear on Revelstoke Cable TV advertising
channel throughout the bear season. This advertisement runs 15 to 20 times a day
between August and November.
5.7 Public Advisory
A public advisory was not issued in 2013. It was deemed unnecessary to spend the money
on a public advisory when the number of bears seen in town was so low. Public advisory
will be considered again in 2014 if the need arises.
5.8 Other
Revelstoke Bear Aware was able to deliver its message through a variety of initiatives in
2013 including letters and pamphlets in the Welcome Wagon and at the information centre.
Bear Aware posters and pamphlets were also distributed to campgrounds, notice boards,
B&B's, and local businesses.

6.0 VOLUNTEERS
It would not have been possible to deliver the Revelstoke Bear Aware message to so many
members of the community without the support from volunteers. This year a total of 340
volunteer hours were given to Revelstoke Bear Aware. The members of the Revelstoke
Bear Aware Society volunteer many hours of their time to provide support and guidance to
the program. This year, volunteers also helped with The Gleaning Project. The hourly wage
was calculated from the Provincial Bear Aware Volunteer Program schedule (Appendix 3).
A membership drive was undertaken this year with some success. There are now 13
individual memberships ($10.00), 3 family memberships ($20.00), and 3 corporate
memberships ($100.00). A newsletter is sent to members in May and December.
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Table 9. Revelstoke Bear Aware volunteers, 2013.
Name

Activity

Hours

Value

Total

A. Lambert

Gleaning Project

1

$16.00

$16.00

E. Savage

Gleaning Project

1

$16.00

$16.00

H. Ross

Gleaning Project

1

$16.00

$16.00

K. Tunaley

Gleaning Project

1

$16.00

$16.00

M. Mariash

Gleaning Project

1

$16.00

$16.00

L. Henstridge

Gleaning Project

3

$16.00

$48.00

B. Davies

Gleaning Project

2

$16.00

$32.00

J. Davies

Gleaning Project

2

$16.00

$32.00

K. Robson

Gleaning Project

2

$16.00

$32.00

L. Tataryn

Gleaning Project

2

$16.00

$32.00

C. Weiler

Gleaning Project

2.5

$16.00

$40.00

J. Pratt

Gleaning Project

2.5

$16.00

$40.00

M. Parent

Gleaning Project

3

$16.00

$48.00

M. Hemphill

Gleaning Project

3

$16.00

$48.00

P. Van Vierzen

Gleaning Project

3

$16.00

$48.00

S. Patterson

Gleaning Project

3

$16.00

$48.00

V. Leeson

Gleaning Project

3

$16.00

$48.00

N. Luckan

Gleaning Project

5

$16.00

$80.00

S. Bozkewycz

Gleaning Project

5

$16.00

$80.00

A. Knechtel

Gleaning Project

7

$16.00

$112.00

J. Bunyan

Gleaning Project

8

$16.00

$128.00

M. Anderson

Gleaning Project

8

$16.00

$128.00

H. Hood

Gleaning Project

8

$16.00

$128.00

C. Awade

Gleaning Project

12

$16.00

$192.00

J. Martel

Gleaning Project

12

$16.00

$192.00

S. Jeffrey

Gleaning Project

15

$16.00

$240.00

S. Newman

Gleaning Project

1.5

$16.00

$24.00

D. Raiber

Gleaning Project

1.5

$16.00

$24.00

L. Loulor

Gleaning Project

2

$16.00

$32.00

K. Owens

Gleaning Project

4

$16.00

$64.00

Bear Necessities

2

$16.00

$32.00
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Name

Activity

Hours

Value

Total

T. Lindegaard

Bear Necessities

2

$16.00

$32.00

V. Blassey

Bear Necessities

8

$19.00

$152.00

A. Christy

Bear Necessities

3

$19.00

$57.00

G. Mason

Bear Necessities

6

$16.00

$96.00

S. Howatt

Bear Necessities

6

$16.00

$96.00

D. Lenhardt

Bear Necessities

6

$16.00

$96.00

S. Renaud

Workshop Facilitator

4

$19.00

$76.00

J. Morris

Meeting RBAS

18

$19.00

$342.00

Bookkeeping

20

$16.00

$320.00

Meeting RBAS

12

$19.00

$228.00

Workshop Facilitator

3

$19.00

$57.00

P. Page-Brittin

Program Advisor

6

$19.00

$114.00

R. Larson

Program Advisor

3

$21.54

$64.62

J. Vickers

Meeting RBAS

12

$19.00

$228.00

Program Advisor

20

$19.00

$380.00

Meeting RBAS

15

$19.00

$285.00

Program Advisor

10

$19.00

$190.00

Councillor Welock

Meeting RBAS

9

$19.00

$171.00

I. Brown

Meeting RBAS

6

$19.00

$114.00

Program Advisor

2

$19.00

$38.00

B. Gadbois

Meeting RBAS

21

$19.00

$399.00

M. Woods

Meeting RBAS

15

$19.00

$285.00

S. Boyle

Meeting RBAS

3

$19.00

$57.00

B. Jamieson

Door to door

3

$16.34

$49.02

Totals

340

A. Christie

L. Parker

$5,958.64

7.0 BEAR SMART
Bear Smart is a voluntary provincial initiative aimed at encouraging communities to reduce
the amount of conflict between people and bears by taking personal responsibility for
change. The province’s Bear Smart Program is described at
www.env.gov.bc.ca/wld/bearsmart.
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Revelstoke Bear Aware continues to work towards becoming a bear smart community.
Recent steps toward becoming Bear Smart include:
•
•

•
•
•

Updating the Bear Hazard Assessment.
Updating the Bear Hazard Map to include data up to 2012 (Figure 9) and regularly
updating an interactive sightings map including 2013 data (available on the website
at www.revelstokebearaware.org/google-earth-bear-sightings/)
Implementing a new Recycling and Garbage bylaw that requires residents to store
garbage containers secured from wildlife.
Provide input into a backyard chicken bylaw to ensure that Bear Aware principles are
included.
Provide input into the process of designing a new solid waste collection and disposal
system.

Figure 9. Updated Bear-Hazard Map 2009 - 2012.
26

Revelstoke Bear Aware Society Annual Report - 2013

8.0 BARRIERS TO THE PROGRAM
Revelstoke Bear Aware has been very well received and supported by the residents of
Revelstoke, the City of Revelstoke, and Columbia Shuswap Regional District. There were
few barriers to the delivery of the program, in part due to the financial support and in-kind
support that was received in 2013.
Since the retirement of the Conservation Officer in Revelstoke, the City and surrounding
area are now forced to rely on Conservation Officers from Golden and Vernon - both more
than an hour away by road. This is a serious threat to the effective management of wildlife
conflict in Revelstoke. Revelstoke Bear Aware is active in lobbying for the reinstatement of
at least one, and preferably two, officers stationed in Revelstoke.
Revelstoke Bear Aware relies upon the financial support of sponsors to achieve our goals
and our presence in 2014 depends upon this support. Please see the Acknowledgements
section of this report for a list of our valued sponsors.

9.0 FUTURE OF THE PROGRAM
Revelstoke Bear Aware has now completed its 18th year of operating in Revelstoke and
surrounding area and has been very successful in raising awareness of bears and the
attractants that bring bears into our community.
Over the past few years, positive steps have been made toward achieving provincial Bear
Smart status. Revelstoke Bear Aware is needed to advocate for completion of the actions
and recommendations outlined in the Human-Bear Conflict Management Plan and
completion of the criteria required for Revelstoke to become Bear Smart. There is a need to
continually raise public awareness and gather support for these initiatives.
There will be an increase in disturbance to wildlife living on Mount Mackenzie and
surrounding area as Revelstoke Mountain Resort development continues. In the future,
Revelstoke Mountain Resort will include hiking, mountain biking, and golf during the
summer months. Education is of utmost importance to ensure that bears are not attracted
to human food sources, and do not become food conditioned and a threat to human safety.
Revelstoke Bear Aware needs to continue diversifying educational opportunities.
As the population of Revelstoke and surrounding area changes with an increase in new
residents, visitors, and absentee owners, it is important to continually seek out new and
innovative ways to reach this segment of the population.
Updating the Google Earth Map on a regular basis provides valuable information to
Revelstoke Bear Aware and the community about the locations of elevated human-bear
conflict and helps to direct Revelstoke Bear Aware initiatives.
The Gleaning Project has been a very successful part of the Bear Aware program in
Revelstoke and will continue into the future. Although running this program requires hands
on effort from the Bear Aware coordinator, it is spinning off self-sustaining projects into the
27

Revelstoke Bear Aware Society Annual Report - 2013
community. The Adopt-a-Fruit-Tree program begun this season is self-sustaining and will
increase as time goes on and more partnerships are found. It has also been noted that
informal fruit tree adoptions are happening across the City leading to a better-managed fruit
resource in Revelstoke.
Although long time Revelstoke residents have been receiving the Bear Aware message for
18 years and the majority know how to behave in bear country, there are still others that
have grown complacent. It is important to continue to educate about the importance of
securing attractants.
Revelstoke Bear Aware has proven to be very successful and indispensable in our
community where there is high potential for conflict between people and bears. Revelstoke
Bear Aware has been very fortunate in past years to receive financial and in-kind support to
allow this work to continue. Although the outlook for continued success in reducing humanbear conflict is bright, there is concern about future funding for Revelstoke Bear Aware.

10.0 RECOMMENDATIONS FOR 2014
The Revelstoke Bear Aware Society recommends the following actions for the upcoming
year:
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§

Revelstoke Bear Aware continues to implement an outreach program to educate the
residents of Revelstoke and newcomers about reducing human-bear conflict in bear
country.
Revelstoke Bear Aware continues to work with the City on the Waste Collection
Strategy.
Revelstoke Bear Aware and the City of Revelstoke develop a written plan guiding
Revelstoke toward a bear-proof solid waste management system that takes account
of recycling, organic, and residual waste streams.
The City of Revelstoke begins to implement a bear-proof solid waste system. If
implemented, Revelstoke Bear Aware works with the City to provide education to
residents.
Revelstoke Bear Aware continues to try to initiate a wildlife attractant bylaw for
Revelstoke.
Provided a wildlife attractant bylaw is adopted, Revelstoke Bear Aware works with
the City to add existing unmanaged fruit trees to a GIS map, to allow for better
monitoring.
Revelstoke Bear Aware continues to work towards removal or management of wild
fruit trees in Revelstoke.
Provided a written plan is in place to guide Revelstoke toward a bear-proof solid
waste system and the above mentioned bylaws are implemented, Revelstoke Bear
Aware and the City apply to the province to be granted Bear Smart status.
Revelstoke Bear Aware regularly updates the Google Earth Map and the Revelstoke
Bear Aware website.
All new housing developments and subdivisions are required to design for and
construct centralized bear-proof garbage bins.
Revelstoke Bear Aware continues to target education to new residents and visitors.
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§
§
§
§
§

Revelstoke Bear Aware continues to work with the Wildfire Interface committee to
identify areas within the city that have a high potential for both bear security cover
and forest fires.
Revelstoke Bear Aware continues to expand the Adopt-a-Fruit-Tree program and to
work in conjunction with the Community Connections Food Bank and the Local Food
Initiative to expand the Gleaning Project.
Revelstoke Bear Aware continues to foster a good relationship with Revelstoke
Mountain Resort development team to ensure that development is wildlife-proof in
terms of solid waste, recycling, and other wildlife attractants.
Revelstoke Bear Aware, the City of Revelstoke and the CSRD continue to lobby the
provincial government for long term funding to provide for sustainability of the
program.
Revelstoke Bear Aware continues to lobby for two Conservation Officers in
Revelstoke and surrounding area.

29

Revelstoke Bear Aware Society Annual Report - 2013

11.0 ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
The Revelstoke Bear Aware Society would like to express gratitude to the following
organizations for the financial contributions made to Revelstoke Bear Aware in 2013:
Columbia Basin Trust - Community Initiatives Program, for providing core funding to the
Revelstoke Bear Aware program in 2013.

The British Columbia Conservation Foundation and WildSafeBC, for providing funding
for the Community Coordinator’s salary from May 1st to November 30th, 2013.

BC Hydro, for providing core funding to the Revelstoke Bear Aware program in 2013.

CP Rail, for providing core funding to the Revelstoke Bear Aware program in 2013.

30

Revelstoke Bear Aware Society Annual Report - 2013

Revelstoke Credit Union, for providing core funding to the Revelstoke Bear Aware
program in 2013.

Revelstoke Community Foundation, for providing funding to the Revelstoke Bear Aware
Gleaning Project in 2013.

Revelstoke Bear Aware would also like to express gratitude to the following individuals and
organizations for valuable in-kind support provided to the program:
§

§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§

Revelstoke Bear Aware Society 2013 board members Loni Parker, Ian Brown,
Jackie Morris, Brian Gadbois, Marcia Woods, Janette Vickers, Phil Welock (City of
Revelstoke), Adam Christie (Conservation Officer Service), and Sarah Boyle (Parks
Canada);
Park’s Canada for providing board room meeting space, printing, and also providing
advice and expertise - in particular Ron Larsen for advice on Mapping projects;
Darren Komonoski, Tim Luini, Mike Thomas, Gail Ferguson, Chris Selvig, Teresa
LeRose, Cindy Floyd, and City staff for their support, help and input;
Scott Renaud and Score Construction for providing information on electric fencing
Conservation Officers Adam Christy and Alexandre Desjardins for providing advice
and support for the program;
Penny Paige-Brittin for her continued support of a bear-resistant garbage collection
system in her role as Environmental Coordinator for the City
David Rooney of the Revelstoke Current
Scott Duke of StokeFM
Scott Campbell of EZ Rock Radio
Revelstoke Cable TV
Reved newspaper
Revelstoke Times Review
31

Revelstoke Bear Aware Society Annual Report - 2013
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
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Appendix 1.0
Letters of Support
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Appendix 2.0
2013 Press Releases
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Press Release: March 29
Spring is nearly here - sunshine, daffodils and bears getting into garbage!
Bears are already waking up in areas to the south of us, and soon they will be awake and
looking for food in Revelstoke. Last season the first bear sighting was on the 28th of April,
but emergence timing in highly variable, depending on the season and on the bear.
This photo shows a young black bear, very early in the season. Note the slim appearance
of this bear, in contrast to the fat bears we often see in the fall. This bear needs a huge
amount of food to build up its fat stores before next winter and it’s looking for the easiest
and highest calorie foods available.
Our garbage cans are too easy for bears. What we think of as smelly waste is, to bears, a
bonanza of calories. Bears are usually wary of humans but with an inducement as strong as
free food they will come near houses and other human structures and can become
dangerous as a result. Bears that are deemed dangerous are usually destroyed because
relocation has proved to be ineffective in most cases.
Last year in Revelstoke only two bears were destroyed, however that is still two to many.
This year let’s try for a bear season without destroying any bears at all!
Some tips for a conflict-free summer with our ursine neighbours:
• Start being Bear Aware now.
• Store your garbage inside a locked building or in a bear-proof garbage bin.*
• Think about pruning your fruit trees to keep them to a manageable size.**
• Take down your birdfeeders or make sure they are inaccessible to bears.
• Ensure your compost is not smelly and contains no cooked foods.
• Keep pet food secure and feed pets indoors (or remove dish as soon as pet has
finished).
• Ensure all livestock and livestock food is secured with electric fencing.
• Keep BBQs clean and stored in a garage.
Contact Revelstoke Bear Aware at 250-837-8624 or beaware@telus.net for more information
on how to manage bear attractants, or to register for the fruit-tree pruning workshop. See
our website at www.revelstokebearaware.org to view the Google Earth Bear Sighting Map. To
report bear sightings or conflict with bears please call the RAPP Line at 1-877-952-7277.
Revelstoke Bear Aware gratefully acknowledges the financial support of the Columbia
Basin Trust, BC Hydro, Revelstoke Credit Union, and the Revelstoke Community
Foundation. Revelstoke Bear Aware also appreciates the ongoing in-kind support from
Parks Canada and the Ministry of Forests Resource Compliance Officers.
* For curbside pick-up, bear-proof bins must be the City approved “BearSaver” bin. These
are available to order from the City Works Department (Ph: 250 837 2001).
** Watch for the free fruit-tree pruning workshop coming soon courtesy of Revelstoke Bear
Aware and the NCES.
43

Revelstoke Bear Aware Society Annual Report - 2013

Press Release: April 10
Revelstoke Bear Aware and NCES to offer a fruit tree pruning workshop.
With spring upon us we need to start thinking about bears; bears and garbage, bears and
birdfeeders, bears and fruit trees. At this time of the year we may not be thinking so much
about bears in our fruit trees, but come the late summer and fall we will need to harvest our
fruit before the bears can get to it.
When the time comes to harvest your fruit, you want your tree to be full of large, juicy fruit
that are all well within reach with just a small ladder. If this is your ideal, then now is the
time to be pruning your tree. Pruning offers many advantages. The fruit is often better
quality, larger, and sweeter. Allowing light and air into the tree can reduce pests and
diseases. Also, the tree remains smaller and is easier to harvest, making it less likely to
attract bears whilst reducing the risk of you having to climb high into a tree on a shaky
ladder.
Revelstoke Bear Aware supports keeping well-managed fruit trees and, in association with
the North Columbia Environmental Society, is holding another Fruit-Tree Pruning workshop.
The workshop will focus on how to tame an overgrown fruit tree, how to maintain a wellmanaged tree, and also how to manage fruiting shrubs and berry bushes.
The workshop will be held at 700 Moss St, on Wednesday 24th April, starting at 5pm.
Attendance at the workshop is by donation. You can register your interest with Sue on 250
837 8624 or with Hailey at nces@gmail.com or just turn up on the day.
For more information about managing bear attractants, contact Revelstoke Bear Aware at
beaware@telus.net or see our website at www.revelstokebearaware.org. To report bear sightings or
conflict with bears please call the RAPP Line at 1-877-952-7277.
Revelstoke Bear Aware gratefully acknowledges the financial support of the Columbia
Basin Trust, BC Hydro, Revelstoke Credit Union, and the Revelstoke Community
Foundation. Revelstoke Bear Aware also appreciates the ongoing in-kind support from
Parks Canada and the Ministry of Forests Resource Compliance Officers.
Press Release - May 29th
BC Conservation Foundations rolls out WildSafeBC
Responding to recent requests by their partner communities and the Provincial
Conservation Officer Service, the British Columbia Conservation Foundation (BCCF)
announced today that they were expanding their highly successful Bear Aware program to
include education about other forms of wildlife that come into conflict in urban settings.
The new program, which will run under the title of WildSafeBC, strives to “reduce humanwildlife conflict through education, innovation and cooperation.”
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Frank Ritcey, Provincial Coordinator for WildSafeBC states that “Our goal is trying to keep
wildlife, wild – and communities safe.” He adds that “much of what we learned through Bear
Aware is transferable to the new program, but there is a lot of new ground to cover as well.”
“Deer, cougar and coyotes all present different challenges in trying to get the public to first,
understand why the animals are showing up in urban settings and secondly, what it takes to
reduce the potential for conflict between humans and wildlife.”
“One of the ways that we will help educate the public about the extent of human-wildlife
conflicts within the province is through our new mapping initiative called the Wildlife Alert &
Reporting Program (WARP). WARP displays a summary of weekly wildlife sightings and
conflicts from around the province and can be viewed by going to
www.bearaware.bc.ca/bearaware . “
People can learn more about the program at www.facebook.com/wildsafebc. Communities that
do not have a local program can contact the BCCF bc@wildsafebc.com to learn more about
what it takes to get a program running in their area. To contact your local coordinator call
250 837 8624.
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Press Release - June 13th
New Garbage Bylaw!
For several years now Revelstoke has had a garbage bylaw restricting the times that
garbage can be left at the curb. However we now have a new bylaw, which also obliges
residents to store garbage containers in a place that is not accessible to wildlife when the
container is not at the curb.
The new bylaw (Solid Waste and Recycling Bylaw #2006) states that residents “shall store
such (garbage) Containers in a location not accessible by wildlife”. Wildlife is defined as
“bear, cougar, wolf, coyote, crow or raven.” The bylaw also gives a time limit to when
garbage is allowed at the curb (6:00am to midnight on the day of collection), and states that
residents must “maintain (garbage) Containers in an odour free, clean and dry condition”.
Most of us are very good at putting garbage at the curb only during the day of collection as
the old bylaw states. This is excellent and can really make a difference to wildlife not
getting into the garbage overnight.
However, many residents then store their garbage containers for the rest of the week in an
open carport or beside their house. People often think that storing the garbage close to the
house will keep it safe because bears and other wildlife don’t like to come too close. Not
true! Storing your garbage by your house is asking for trouble.
Coyotes and bears will both investigate garbage even in close proximity to humans. If
coyotes are regular visitors to a neighbourhood, the chances of them preying on pets are
increased. Bears live to eat and high calories are king for them. Garbage is often loaded
with calories and therefore makes a prize for any bear. Bears are intelligent and will take
the risk of coming to your house for the reward of a high calorie food like that found in
garbage cans.
Once bears or coyotes become used to dining from garbage cans the result is often
destruction for the animal. Wild animals with the potential to cause injury to humans may
become dangerous if they are conditioned to eating human food. These animals are often
considered too dangerous to leave at large in towns. Relocating wildlife is rare these days
because relocation has been tried and tried and is very seldom effective. The only way to
stop this situation is to avoid it in the first place.
Making garbage and other wildlife attractants inaccessible is the best course. Please see
that your garbage is locked in a garage or locked shed; your birdfeeders are only used in
the winter or with small, daily quantities of feed; your fruit is picked as it ripens; your BBQ is
clean and stored in a garage; pet food is stored inside; and any livestock are protected by
an electric fence.
For a copy of the new bylaw please see CivicWeb: Bylaws - Alphabetically -Consolidated and for
more information about managing wildlife attractants, contact WildSafeBC at on 250 837
8624 or see our websites at www.wildsafebc.com or revelstokebearaware.org. To report bear
sightings or conflict with bears please call the RAPP Line at 1-877-952-7277.
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Revelstoke Bear Aware and WildSafeBC gratefully acknowledge the financial support of
Columbia Basin Trust, BC Hydro, CP Rail, Revelstoke Credit Union, and Revelstoke
Community Foundation. WildSafeBC and Revelstoke Bear Aware also appreciate the
ongoing in-kind support from Parks Canada and the Ministry of Forests Resource
Compliance Officers.
Press Release - July 1st
WildSafeBC turns to social media to help get its message out
WildSafeBC, the successor to the very successful provincial Bear Aware program, has
turned to the use of social media to help in its efforts to reduce human-wildlife conflict
throughout the province.
“When we were ‘Bear Aware’ and our focus was solely on black bears and grizzlies, we
were busy,” says Provincial Coordinator Frank Ritcey, “but now that we are dealing with all
forms of human-wildlife conflict, we’re incredibly busy. Because of that increase we needed
to find a way to expand our messaging beyond the standard face-to-face educational
processes that we used to employ.”
Facebook pages have been created for the twenty plus communities where WildSafeBC
coordinators are based in. One primary page has been established for the whole of the
province (www.facebook.com/wildsafebc).
“The beauty of these pages is that they not only allow us to provide information to the
public, but it also gives the public a chance to tell us about their concerns” added Ritcey.
Coupled with their mapping system (www.wildsafebc.com/warp) that provides an overview of
conflicts throughout the province, the addition of Facebook will help round out the program’s
digital presence.
“I am hopeful that everyone in the community ‘likes’ our local Facebook page,” said Sue
Davies, the WildSafeBC Community Coordinator for Revelstoke. “By ‘liking’ us, you’ll
automatically get any updates I post about current conflicts or items of interest in
Revelstoke. As well, if you’d like to share your views on human-wildlife conflict in our area,
this’ll be a great place to do that very thing.” To find us just log-in to your Facebook page
and search for WildSafeBC Revelstoke.
For information about managing wildlife attractants, contact Revelstoke WildSafeBC at 250
837 8624 or see our websites at www.wildsafebc.com or revelstokebearaware.org. To report bear
sightings or conflict with bears please call the RAPP Line at 1-877-952-7277.
WildSafeBC gratefully acknowledges the financial support of Columbia Basin Trust, and the
Ministry of Environment
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Press Release - July 30th
Bumper crop of wild berries - good times for bears.
A survey of local wild berries shows that this season has brought a bumper crop to the
forests and clearings around Revelstoke (add your information to the survey at
www.facebook.com/pages/Wildsafebc-Revelstoke/407667485999313). Fortunately for
Revelstokians, this means that bears have delayed their arrival into town in search of
garbage and other human food sources. So far we have had relatively few sightings of
bears in town, which is good for both the bears and us.
Typically bears start to show up in town looking for easy food any time from April onwards,
but the strongest pressure on bears for food finding is in the late summer and fall. Bears eat
a staggering amount of food to build up their fat reserves for winter. As the season
progresses into fall, a bear needs around 20,000 calories per day, which is equivalent to
around 40 burgers, 3.5kg of birdfeed, or nearly 40kg of blueberries a day!
If you are out looking for these berries too, remember to reduce the risk of a surprise
encounter by making plenty of noise to alert any bears to your presence. Carrying bear
spray and knowing how to use it is a good idea if you intend to hike in bear country,
especially if you are in a good berry area. WildSafeBC and Revelstoke Bear Aware will be
holding a bear-spray training workshop, part of the “Bear Facts Events” in September this
year.
As the heat turns up and the berry crop dries off, please remember to keep any bear
attractants such as garbage or pet food stored where wildlife cannot access them. For more
information about managing bear attractants please see www.bearaware.bc.ca/attractantmanagement

The good fruit season may also produce a good crop on fruit trees in town this season. If
you have a bumper crop on your tree there are several options for harvesting any excess
fruit that you cannot manage. WildSafeBC and Revelstoke Bear Aware can help with
excess fruit harvest through the Gleaning Project or the Adopt a Fruit Tree program. Please
contact Sue on 250 837 8624 if you would like to find out more about these options or for
more information on the bear-spray training workshop.
WildSafeBC gratefully acknowledges the financial support of Columbia Basin Trust and the
Revelstoke Bear Aware Society, funded in part by BC Hydro, CP Rail, Revelstoke Credit
Union, and Revelstoke Community Foundation. We also appreciate the ongoing in-kind
support from Parks Canada and the Ministry of Forests Resource Compliance Officers.
Press Release - August 25th
Fruit season has arrived and so have the bears
During the mild and lush early summer the bears have stayed mostly out of town, but recent
sightings suggest that they may now be heading our way.
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Revelstoke WildSafeBC educates residents about the importance of managing wildlife
attractants such as fruit trees and garbage to decrease human-wildlife conflicts. In
Revelstoke, we regularly see both coyotes and bears accessing human food. Eating food
provided by humans renders both bears and coyotes food-conditioned, which can lead to
aggressive behaviour and the animal being destroyed in the interests of public safety.
Although we have seen very few bears to date this season, the sightings are on the
increase. At this time of year both bears and coyotes that come into Revelstoke are adding
backyard fruit to their diet. Cherry season has finished but the early plums and apples are
coming on fast. If you have a fruit tree in your yard it is a good idea to pick the fruit, along
with any windfall, before animals can gain access to it.
The Gleaning Project helps remove excess berries, fruit, and vegetables from the
community and redirects this fresh produce to those in need through the Food Bank.
Residents with excess harvested produce can take it directly to the Food Bank any Friday
morning from 8am at the Royal Canadian Legion on Garden Avenue. If you cannot pick
your fruit for any reason, the Gleaning Project can arrange for volunteers to harvest it and
take it to the Food Bank for you.
Take part in the Gleaning Project, and feel rewarded that you have prevented food from
going to waste, provided produce to people in need, and have helped to keep our
community living in harmony with wildlife! To participate in the Gleaning Project, call 250
837 8624 or email revelstoke@wildsafebc.com.
For more information on managing bear attractants please visit www.bearaware.bc.ca. To
report wildlife sightings or conflicts with wildlife please call the RAPP Line at 1-877-952
7277.
WildSafeBC gratefully acknowledges the financial support of Columbia Basin Trust, BC
Conservation Foundation, and the Ministry of Environment. Revelstoke WildSafeBC also
appreciates the ongoing in-kind support from Parks Canada and the Ministry of Forests
Resource Compliance Officers.
Press Release - September 9th
Bear Aware to host inaugural “Bear Necessities” Event Series
Next week Bear Aware will be hosting a series of events in Revelstoke designed to both
celebrate our ursine neighbours, and to raise awareness about how to live in harmony with
such large and powerful wild animals.
Several towns now celebrate their local bear populations by having annual events that raise
awareness about bears and help remind the community how to live in a bear aware
manner. Here in Revelstoke we also have a good population of bears, both black and
grizzly, and we want to celebrate that fact and do all we can to reduce human-bear conflict
in our town.
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The Bear Necessities event series will start on September 19th with an informative guided
hike into the Balu Valley in Glacier National park where Parks Canada staff will teach how
to recognize signs of wild bears and what to do in the event of a bear encounter.
An evening event on the 20th of September will feature an electric fencing workshop from
Score Construction. Also, a Conservation Officer will be answering questions on how and
when the live capture bear trap is used, and also giving a demonstration on how to use bear
spray. WildSafeBC will be providing activities for the kids including cookie decorating, paw
print artwork, games, colouring competition, and a gummy bear guess.
At the Framers Market on the 21st, Parks Canada will be showing how to recognize wild
bear signs for those who did not make it up to the guided walk in the Balu Valley, and Bear
Aware will again be proving a range of kids activities and bear aware information.
For an event schedule and more information on the Bear Necessities Events Series please
visit www.revelstokebearaware.org or find us on Facebook by searching Revelstoke
WildSafeBC. To report wildlife sightings or conflicts with wildlife please call the RAPP Line
at 1-877-952 7277.
Bear Aware gratefully acknowledges the financial support of Columbia Basin Trust, BC
Conservation Foundation, and the Ministry of Environment. Revelstoke WildSafeBC also
appreciates the ongoing in-kind support from Parks Canada and the Ministry of Forests
Resource Compliance Officers.
Press Release - October 1st
Problem wildlife calls on the rise, one bear destroyed in Revelstoke.
Even though bear related calls are down on average across the province in comparison to
last year, WildSafeBC warns residents that the active fall season is about to heat up with
regards to human-bear conflicts.
“We’re down about 20% province-wide in terms of bear related calls to the Conservation
Officer Service Reporting line,” says Frank Ritcey, Provincial Coordinator of the
WildSafeBC program, ”However, that could all change with the fall season. Natural forage
has been good with a long wet spring and pleasantly mild summer but the recent wet and
cold weather could have reduced the availability of natural foods.”
Bears are entering a phase of their yearly cycle called “hyperphagia” a time when they can
take in up to 20,000 calories in a single day. It is during this period that they create great
stores of fat to make it through their winter hibernation period.
“Garbage, unpicked fruit, bird feeders, pet food, outdoor freezers, and small livestock all
become targets for the bears,” warns Ritcey. “Preventing bears from accessing these
attractants will help to keep the wildlife wild and our communities safe.”
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Local WildSafeBC coordinator Sue Davies reported that there has already been one bear
destroyed in Revelstoke this season due to garbage and unmanaged fruit trees. “This bear
had become less afraid of humans and more aggressive, which is typical of a bear that is
conditioned to eating human food”, she said.
Since the inception of Bear Aware (the fore-runner of WildSafeBC) the annual destruction of
bears has dropped from about 1,000 animals a year to approximately 500 animals a year.
WildSafeBC is a program run by the BC Conservation Foundation and more information
about the program can be found at wildsafebc.com or they can be followed on Facebook at
facebook.com/wildsafebc
You can reach your local WildSafeBC community coordinator at 250 837 8624 or for more
information on managing wildlife attractants see www.bearaware.bc.ca. If you have a
concern regarding wildlife please call the RAPP line on 1 877 952 7277.
Revelstoke WildSafeBC would like to thank Columbia Basin Trust and Parks Canada for
their support of the program.
Press Release - October 27th
Don’t leave your garbage to be sampled by a bear. Lock it up now!
Fall is here and after a quiet season for bear sightings in Revelstoke the bears are definitely
heading into town. Recently there have been bear sightings reported in most Revelstoke
neighbourhoods and mostly they have been into either garbage or fruit trees. Revelstoke
WildSafeBC is going door-to-door talking to people about keeping their garbage locked up
and making sure their fruit trees are harvested. Managing bear attractants is the key to
decreasing human-bear conflicts.
Many people forget about bears until they find themselves picking up their scattered
garbage one morning. The first time around this may seem trivial, but the long-term
consequences may be anything but trivial. Once introduced to the high calorie food in a
garbage can, a bear will try to return for more. Each time it returns it is more confident and
more likely to become aggressive if denied its food source. Eventually this can lead to
charging or even attacking behaviour. The consequence for the bear is that it will be
deemed a dangerous bear and destroyed - all for the sake of garbage that was not locked
up.
Please take the opportunity now to think about the bear attractants on your property
(garbage, fruit, birdfeeders, pet food, dirty BBQs, outdoor fridges and freezers, smelly
compost, livestock feed are the most common) and ensure they are all secured against
wildlife.
If you have fruit trees that you are unable to harvest for yourself, consider contacting the
Gleaning Project, which gathers surplus fruits and vegetables from our community, helping
to reduce bear attractants as well as decrease potential human-bear conflict. Residents with
excess fruit can contact the Gleaning Project on 250 837 8624 to arrange for volunteers to
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harvest their fruit. The volunteers receive some of the fruit and the remaining fruit is
donated to Community Connections Food Bank. The Project also invites all residents to
donate their extra fruit and vegetables directly to Community Connections Food Bank.
Take part in the Gleaning Project, and feel rewarded that you have prevented food from
going to waste, provided produce to people in need, and have helped to keep our
community safe from bears!
For more information on how to manage wildlife attractants, visit the provincial Bear Aware
website at www.bearaware.bc.ca or visit our local website for the latest local sightings at
revelstokebearaware.org.
To report wildlife sightings or issues with wildlife please call the RAPP Line at 1-877-952
7277.
Revelstoke WildSafeBC gratefully acknowledges the financial support of Columbia Basin
Trust, BC Conservation Foundation, Revelstoke Community Foundation, CP Rail, BC
Hydro, Revelstoke Credit Union and Bear Aware members. We also appreciate the
ongoing in-kind support from Parks Canada.
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Appendix 3.0
Bear Aware Volunteer Program
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Table 1. BEAR AWARE VOLUNTEER PROGRAM - Volunteer Activity management
structure:
Table 1
Volunteer position descriptions
Position
Position Description

Hourly
Wage
Value
$19.00

1

Board and/or
committee member
(4162)1

Sit on the community public advisory committee,
providing insight into the community structure
and needs of the community in relations to bearhuman conflict.

2

Volunteer Manager
(6216)

Manage all volunteers, ensuring they are briefed
on their job description, hours of work, proper
orientation and training. Record all volunteer
hours and provide a report to the Program
Delivery Specialist.

$13.99

3

Volunteer trainer.
(4216)

Develop and deliver training to volunteers on
bear-human conflict. The Bear Aware Program.

$15.56

4

Program Advisor
(6481)

Provide guidance and advisement to the Bear
Aware Program and the Program Delivery
Specialist.

$15.44

5

Door-to-door
canvasser
(6411)

Either assisting the Program Delivery Specialist
$16.34
or working with another volunteer, conduct doorto-door visits in neighbourhoods within the
community with reported bear-human conflict.
Provide information to homeowners on how to
manage bear attractants. Assist homeowners in
finding solutions to attractant management
through the identification of bear attractants, the
proper management of attractants,
recommending bear resistant products,
deterrents and general safety information.
Recording of all door-to-door visits to the
Program Delivery Specialist. Assist the PDS
with media releases informing the public on the
problem with the various types of food
attractants and the results this has on bears as
well as the threat to public safety the presence of
habituated bears pose.

6

Garbage raid
(7621)

Working with the Program Delivery Specialist or
another volunteer for safety reasons, visit

$15.79
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neighbourhoods during the evening hours to
record the number of garbage cans placed at the
curb the night before pickup. All cans to have
affixed a “Bear Attractant” sticker. Provide
written reports to the PDS of all evening garbage
raids. Assist the PDS with media releases
informing the public on the problem with garbage
being placed at curbside the night before pickup
and share that information on a one-to-one basis
with members of the community.
7

Public display
(6481)

Assist with the creation of public displays for the $15.44
purpose of educating people on bears and the
dangers involved in allowing bears to access
food attractants. Provide general information on
bear biology and behaviour, safety around bears,
human habituation and human food conditioning.
Use props such as bear skull, hides, claws,
teeth, photos, videos to assist with educating the
public.

8

Public
presentations
(4131)

Develop or use already available public
presentations to meet the needs of educating
members of the community through public
presentations. This may involve the use of
hands on props such as bear skulls, hides,
claws, teeth, photos, videos, charts. The use
PowerPoint or Presentations. These
presentations are aimed at public audiences,
such as service clubs, special groups, local
clubs, NGO’s, general public.

$26.70

9

School
presentations
(6472)

Develop or use already available public
presentations to meet the needs of educating
members of the community through public
presentations. This may involve the use of
hands on props such as bear skulls, hides,
claws, teeth, photos, videos, charts. The use
PowerPoint or Presentations. These
presentations are aimed at school age children,
child care facilities, youth clubs, etc.

$20.38

10

Researcher (4161)

Conduct research for the local Bear Aware
Program and the local Program delivery
Specialist on subject matter that is required for
the improvement and betterment of the program
delivery.

$24.00
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11

Computer
programming
(2174)

Web page design for the local Bear Aware
Program.

$23.48

12

Bookkeeping
(1231)

Maintaining financial books for the Bear Aware
Program

$16.00

13

Correspondence
and report writing.
(1452)

Writing letters or reports for the Bear Aware
Program under the direction of the Program
Delivery Specialist or Advisory Committee.

$15.72

14

Mapping (2255)

Taking raw data and entering it into GIS software
or similar software to produce conflict maps,
corridor maps, conflict areas, etc.

$21.54

15

Journalism (5123)

This person counsels or assists directly with the
regular preparation of media releases, conducts
research for news stories or personally writes
media stories for the Bear Aware Program.

$23.88

16

Fruit Picker (8431)

Picking unwanted fruit and processing it.

$16.00

1

National Occupational Classification Code (NOC) - Human Development Canada
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