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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
This annual report describes the activities and initiatives of the Revelstoke Bear Aware Society from
January 1, 2012 to December 31, 2012 and provides:
-‐‑
-‐‑
-‐‑

A description of current human-bear conflict.
Accountability to the community and financial contributors.
A record for the Revelstoke Bear Aware Society.

The focus of Revelstoke Bear Aware in 2012 was twofold: to continue working towards attaining
Provincial Bear Smart status in Revelstoke, and to continue our diverse education outreach programs to
reduce human-bear conflicts and educate the community about reducing bear attractants.
2012 was a moderately busy year for Revelstoke Bear Aware. There were 119 reports concerning black
bears and 6 reports concerning grizzly bears, totalling 125 reports, made to the RAPP line and
Revelstoke Bear Aware. One black bear and one grizzly bear were destroyed in 2012. No bears were
relocated.
Garbage continues to be the number one attractant for bears, followed by fruit trees. Compost, outdoor
freezers and fridges, livestock, and BBQ’s also continue to be bear attractants. This year there were no
reports of bears accessing birdfeeders, pet food, beehives or vegetable gardens. There were 6 incidents
where bears caused damage to property and 7 reports of bears accessing areas such as carports or
verandas.
Revelstoke Bear Aware delivered 26 Bear Aware presentations, attended 8 public events and festivals,
and presented at 5 workshops. Through these events we reached a total 1, 966 people.
Revelstoke Bear Aware visited 628 residences in door-to-door visits. Some of these were as a result of
garbage surveys made to determine where garbage was being put out the night before collection day.
Garbage tags were handed out to 70 residents.
There were 4,626 visits to the Revelstoke Bear Aware website. Nineteen posts regarding attractant
management were made to the Stoke List. Revelstoke Bear Aware issued 8 press releases in 2012 and
had 10 articles published.
Twenty residents with fruit trees contacted Revelstoke Bear Aware in 2012 to take part in The Gleaning
Project. A total of 1190kg of produce was harvested from the community and 776kg was donated to
various agencies and community groups in 2012. Community Connections Food Bank was pleased to
receive 424kg of fresh fruit and a further 307kg of fruit preserved by The Gleaning Project and by the
Local Foods Initiative. A further 35kg was delivered to preschools in the community. Volunteers
contributed over 127 hours to The Gleaning Project in 2012.
Included in this report are recommendations for 2013. Key recommendations are summarised below;
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

That Revelstoke Bear Aware continues to run an outreach program educating residents or
Revelstoke and newcomers about reducing human-bear conflict in bear country,
That Revelstoke continues to work toward creating a bear-proof solid waste system,
That Revelstoke Bear Aware begins an education campaign to inform residents of their new
responsibilities under the new Solid Waste and Recycling Bylaw No. 2006,
That a wildlife attractant bylaw is created,
That Revelstoke Bear Aware embarks on a program of identifying rouge fruit trees and mapping
them with GIS,
That Revelstoke Bear Aware updates the Bear Hazard Assessment and Bear-Human Conflict
Management Plan in collaboration with city officials,
That Revelstoke Bear Aware continues to work towards Provincial Bear Smart status.

It would not have been possible to deliver the Revelstoke Bear Aware program to so many members of
the community without the support from volunteers. This year a total of 287.5 volunteer hours were given
to Revelstoke Bear Aware.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION
The mission of Revelstoke Bear Aware is to reduce human-bear conflict through education, cooperation,
and active management initiatives in the community of Revelstoke and surrounding area. The Revelstoke
Bear Aware program has been delivered in Revelstoke and surrounding area since 1996 with impressive
results. The annual average number of bears destroyed has been reduced from 27 to 7 since the
program began. The Revelstoke Bear Aware program receives substantial community-wide support.
1.1 Program Information
The focus of Revelstoke Bear Aware in 2012 was to continue working towards attaining Provincial Bear
Smart status in Revelstoke as well as continuing the diverse education outreach programs within the
community to reduce human-bear conflict and educate residents about reducing bear attractants. This
annual report describes the accomplishments of Revelstoke Bear Aware from January 01, 2012 to
December 31, 2012.
Revelstoke Bear Aware is administered and implemented by a Bear Aware Community Coordinator
(BACC) who is hired by the Revelstoke Bear Aware Society throughout the year. Janette Vickers began
the year but resigned the position in May. A new Community Coordinator, Sue Davies, was appointed on
th
May 7 . Sue has a Master of Science in Ecology and a diverse background with experience in research,
volunteer management, and funding acquisition.
The program was partially funded by the British Columbia Conservation Foundation between May and
November. Funding for the Revelstoke Bear Aware Society in 2012 was also received from Columbia
Basin Trust (Community Initiatives Fund), BC Hydro, CP Rail, Revelstoke Credit Union, and Revelstoke
Community Foundation. Valuable in-kind support was received from Parks Canada, the City of
Revelstoke, the Ministry of Environment and many individual volunteers.

Figure 1. Black sow and cub in search of food. Photo: Leesa Hughes.
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1.2 Community Profile
Revelstoke is located adjacent to the Columbia River at the north end of upper Arrow Lake. Four valleys
intersect here; the Columbia River valley, the Illecillewaet River valley, the Jordan River valley and the
valley leading to Eagle Pass. The Monashee Mountains border the community to the west and the
Selkirk Mountains, containing Mount Revelstoke National Park, lie to the east. Many of the surrounding
mountain slopes provide prime black and grizzly bear food sources and shelter. Revelstoke is located in
Bear Country. Consequently we have many bears of both species in the vicinity, although our valley
bottom location means that black bears are more common in the town than grizzlies.

Figure 2. Satellite image of Revelstoke and surrounding area provided by Google Earth.
1.3 Historic Situation
The relative isolation of Revelstoke and its proximity to bear habitat has contributed to a large number of
human-bear conflicts in the past. Over the ten-year period between 1986 and 1996, 15 grizzlies and 266
black bears were destroyed in Revelstoke and the surrounding area. During the same period, 107
grizzlies and 54 black bears were relocated.
In September of 1994, the municipal landfill was protected with electric fencing for the first time. Prior to
this, the garbage at the landfill provided a major food source for bears. This resulted in unnaturally high
numbers of habituated and food conditioned grizzly and black bears in and near Revelstoke. The bears,
already accustomed to feeding on garbage at the landfill, started to search for alternate food sources
within the city. Groups of citizens voiced their concern about this situation and pressured the local
governments to stop or reduce the destruction of bears within and around the city.
In an effort to remedy this situation, local residents, agencies, organizations, and various levels of
government created the Bear Management Committee. The goal of the committee was to develop
strategies that would reduce human-bear conflicts, increase public safety, and reduce the unnecessary
destruction of bears.
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In 1996, the Bear Management Committee acquired funding and created the position of Bear Aware
Program Coordinator. The role of the coordinator is to educate the citizens of Revelstoke about their
responsibilities and the importance of identifying, managing, or eliminating bear attractants on their
property. In 2004, the Revelstoke Bear Aware Society became a registered non-profit organization and
now accepts donations, grants and in-kind contributions to achieve this goal.
The program has now been operating consistently in Revelstoke for the past 17 years and has proven to
be very successful in reducing conflict between people and bears. The average number of bears
destroyed each year has been reduced from 27 to 7 since inception of the program (Figure 3).
Based on the success of Revelstoke Bear Aware, other communities in British Columbia began to show
interest, and similar programs have been initiated around the province. The British Columbia
Conservation Foundation administers the Bear Aware program and provides financial support to a
number of communities throughout the province, including Revelstoke.

Bear Management Actions in Revelstoke and
Surrounding Area 1986-2012
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40
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Black bears
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10
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Year
Figure 3. Graph of bear management actions in Revelstoke and surrounding area 1986-2012.
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2.0 REPORTED BEAR SIGHTINGS AND BEAR MORTALITY DUE TO
HUMAN-BEAR CONFLICT IN 2012
Residents of Revelstoke and surrounding area are urged to report bear sightings to the RAPP Line and/or
to Revelstoke Bear Aware. Every bear sighting reported includes information about the location of the
sighting, the bear species involved, if there was property damage, and if a bear attractant was noted
(garbage, fruit tree, compost, livestock, birdfeeders, outdoor freezers and fridges, or vegetable gardens).
2012 was a year of moderate bear activity in Revelstoke and the surrounding area possibly due to a good
wild berry crop. There were at total of 125 bear sightings reported to the RAPP line and to Revelstoke
Bear Aware, with reports related to both black bear and grizzly bear activity.
Table 1. The total number of bear sightings reported to the RAPP line and Revelstoke Bear Aware
between 2005 and 2012.
Year
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012

Total Bear Sightings Reported
50
147
143
162
34
212
221
125

2.1 Reported Black Bear Sightings and Mortality Results
In 2012 there were 119 reports regarding black bears made to the RAPP line and to Revelstoke Bear
Aware. One black bear was destroyed in Revelstoke due to human-bear conflict in 2012. The bear that
was destroyed was habituated and food-conditioned to garbage and had bluff charged a human. The first
th
th
reported black bear sighting was on April 28 , 2012 and the last reported sighting was on November 16 ,
2012.
Table 2 summarizes reports concerning black bears received by the RAPP line and Revelstoke Bear
Aware between 2005 and 2012. It also summarizes black bear mortality between 2005 and 2012 in
Revelstoke and surrounding area.
Table 2. The number of reports concerning black bears and black bear mortality, between 2005 and 2012
in Revelstoke and surrounding area.
Year

Reports Concerning Black Bears

Black Bear Mortality

2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012

48
143
136
151
34
212
212
119

3
11
11
12
2
6
10
1
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2.2 Reported Grizzly Bear Sightings and Mortality Results
There were 6 reports to the RAPP line and Revelstoke Bear Aware concerning grizzly bears and one
grizzly bear was destroyed due to human-bear conflict in 2012. The number of grizzly bears destroyed in
Revelstoke and surrounding area per year has been minimal, with two bears destroyed between 2005
and 2012.
Table 3 summarizes reports concerning grizzly bears received by the RAPP line and Revelstoke Bear
Aware between 2005 and 2012. It also summarizes grizzly bear mortality between 2005 and 2012 in
Revelstoke and surrounding area.
Table 3. The number of reports concerning grizzly bears and grizzly bear mortality, between 2005 and
2012 in Revelstoke and surrounding area.
Year

Reports Concerning Grizzly Bears

Grizzly Bear Mortality

2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012

2
4
7
11
0
0
9
6

0
0
0
1
0
0
0
1
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3.0 BEAR ATTRACTANTS
Every bear sighting reported to the RAPP line and Revelstoke Bear Aware includes information about the
location of the bear sighting, the bear species involved, and if there was property damage. Each report
also details if it was a “sighting only” or if a bear attractant was involved (garbage, fruit tree, livestock, pet
food, outdoor freezers and fridges, compost, birdfeeders, BBQ’s, beehives, vegetable gardens, spilled
grain on the CPR train tracks, or salmon at Bridge Creek).
Garbage continues to be the greatest bear attractant in Revelstoke and surrounding area, followed by
fruit trees. Compost, livestock, outdoor freezers and fridges, and BBQs also continue to be bear
attractants. This season there were no reports concerning pet food, birdfeeders, beehives, vegetable
gardens or grain on CP Rail tracks, although grain-filled bear scat was seen near the tracks in Southside.
The run of Kokanee salmon at bridge creek failed this year and no bears were seen frequenting the creek
during the fall. There were 6 reports of property damage and 7 reports where bears were seen entering
carports or verandas in search of food.
Table 4. Bear attractants reported between 2008 and 2012 in Revelstoke and surrounding area.
Attractant involved in Reported
Bear Sighting
Garbage

2008

2009

2010

2011

2012

48

12

76

70

28

Fruit Trees

17

3

20

19

19

Livestock

11

1

5

4

1

Pet Food

4

1

2

0

0

Outdoor Freezers and Fridges

4

1

2

2

1

Compost

3

1

3

5

3

Birdfeeders

3

3

1

3

0

BBQ

2

0

0

0

1

Beehives

1

0

0

0

0

Vegetable Garden

1

0

2

1

0

Grain on CPR Train Tracks

n/a

n/a

3

0

0

Salmon at Bridge Creek

n/a

n/a

1

0

0

Property Damage

2

4

7

5

6

Bear Sighting Only (no bear
attractant noted in report)

62

14

99

112

72
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Bear Attractants in Revelstoke, 2012
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Figure 4. Graph showing bear attractants in Revelstoke and surrounding area, 2012.

Figure 5. Garbage bear. Photo: Kirk Friederich.
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4.0 PROGRAM DELIVERY
4.1 Public Displays, Presentations, and Festivals
Revelstoke Bear Aware delivered 26 presentations in 2012. Revelstoke Bear Aware also attended the
community Farmers Market 2 times and attended 6 festivals including The Chickadee Nature Festival,
Vintage Show ‘n Shine, Canada Day, Timber Days, the Harvest Palooza, and the Kokanee Fish Festival.
Revelstoke Bear Aware also delivered presentations at 5 Garden Guru workshops hosted by the North
Columbia Environmental Society. Revelstoke Bear Aware also presented an electric fencing workshop
sponsored by Columbia Basin Trust and featuring guest presenter Gillian Sanders of the North Kootenay
Lake Bear Smart Program.
Through these presentations and events a total 1,966 people were reached. Table 5 provides details of
the presentations, events and festivals and outlines the number of people who attended each event.
Table 5: Public displays and presentations in 2012
People in
Attendance

Date

Event

Details

March

CBT Community Meeting

150

April

May

City Council
North Columbia Environmental Society
- 1st Garden Guru Series
North Columbia Environmental Society
- Fruit Tree Pruning Workshop

May

Chickadee Nature Festival

Bear Aware presentation
2011 Annual Report
Bear Aware update
Bear Aware presentation
The Gleaning Project
Bear Aware presentation
The Gleaning Project
Bear Aware display, activities
& art

May

Arrow Heights Kindergarten

19

June

Bear Aware presentation

13

June

Vintage Car Club Show’ n’ Shine
North Columbia Environmental Society
- Composting Workshop
North Columbia Environmental Society
- Food Security Event

Bear Aware presentation
Bear Aware display - funding
cheque presented by BC Hydro

Bear Aware presentation

14

July

Canada Day celebrations

Public display

287

July

Public display

75

Presentation & art
Bear Aware presentation
The Gleaning Project
Three presentations - “Clean
Yard” board game

29

July

Timber Days
Stepping Stones and Stepping Stones
Too - preschool
North Columbia Environmental Society
- Cooking with local food workshop
Jr. Naturalists, Friends of Mt. Revelstoke and Glacier National Park

July

Camp Mackenzie summer camp

17

July

Pre-Teen & Adventure summer camp

Presentation & art
Presentation - walk like a bear &
“Clean Yard” game

May

June

July
July

25
19
12
142

248

8
41

38

Revelstoke Bear Aware Society Annual Report - 2012

August

Electric Fencing Workshop

August

13

14

Adventure summer camp

Workshop
Presentation - walk like a bear &
“Clean Yard” game

August

Camp Mackenzie summer camp

Presentation & art

8

August

Pre-Teen summer camp

18

August

Adventure summer camp

August

Community Connections ICI

Camping in bear country
Science and games - walk like a
bear & “Clean Yard” game
Presentation to adult disabled
group and their helpers

September

Farmer’s Market

Public display

187

September

Harvest Palooza

52

October

Kokanee Fish Festival

Public display
Short presentations and
activities

October

Farmers Market

Public display

162

October

Begbie View Elementary

30

October

Columbia Park Elementary School

2 x Kindergarten presentations
5 Bear Aware presentations,
Kindergarten to Grade 3

November

Jumping Jacks Preschool

25

November

Arrow Heights Elementary grade 3-4

Bear Aware Presentation
Bear Aware brochure making
workshop

20

16
11

170

92

24
Total: 1966
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Figure 6: Bear paw prints after a class presentation

Figure 7: Summer camp students identifying a
wildlife corridor

Figure 8: Bear Aware display at Farmers Market

Figure 9: CBT electric fencing workshop

Figure 10: “Walk Like a Bear”, identifying
attractants at summer camp

Figure 11: Junior Naturalists play the Bear
Aware board game
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Figure 12: Class presentation, Columbia Park
Elementary

Figure 13: Jennifer Walker-Larsen of BC Hydro
presents a cheque for $3000.00
4.2 Garbage Tagging
Garbage is consistently available to bears in Revelstoke and was again the number one bear attractant in
2012. Currently, the City of Revelstoke‘s Solid Waste & Recycling Bylaw No.2006 allows garbage to be
placed on the curb only between the hours of 6am and 7pm on the day of collection.
The City of Revelstoke Waste Collection Strategy Committee, of which Revelstoke Bear Aware is a
member, drafted changes to the city’s garbage collection Bylaw No. 1759, now Bylaw No. 2006, to
include securing garbage from wildlife. Bylaw No. 2006 was brought to City Council in December of
2011, passed first and second readings, and went out for public review. Bylaw No. 2006 finally passed
th
third reading on November 13 , 2012. Revelstoke Bear Aware will initiate an education campaign in the
spring of 2013 alerting residents of their new responsibility to secure garbage from wildlife.
To conduct Garbage Tagging, the Revelstoke Bear Aware Community Coordinator and volunteers go out
the night before garbage day and tag garbage cans that have been placed on the curb. A bright yellow
sticker is placed on the can that states – “garbage attracts bears, store containers inside until collection
day.” As indicated by the low number of repeat offenders (Table 6), garbage tagging is a successful tool
used to educate residents about the number one bear attractant in Revelstoke. If repeat offenders
continue to place garbage on the curb the night before pickup a fine may be issued to the resident by the
City of Revelstoke.
Revelstoke has 5 garbage collection areas (Figure 14) with a total of 3100 pickups. Each area has an
average of 620 dwellings. This year local Compliance and Enforcement Officers from the Ministry of
Forests worked together with Revelstoke Bear Aware to conduct the Garbage Tagging education
campaigns.
The 2012 Garbage Tagging campaign focused in all five areas but treated each area differently to gain an
understanding of the effectiveness of tagging versus door-to-door or a combination of both tactics. The
South and Central City areas were tagged only; the Arrow Heights area was monitored and followed up
with door-to-door visits; and the North City and Big Eddy/Farwell areas were tagged and also followed up
with door-to-door visits. Similar comparative data were collected in communities across BC and will be
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analysed by the BC Conservation Foundation. Results of the BC wide study will be available next year.
The number and distribution of repeat offenders within the Revelstoke areas are shown in Table 6.

Figure 14. Garbage collection areas in Revelstoke, 2012. North Revelstoke (Blue), Big Eddy-Farwell
(Pink), Central Revelstoke (Yellow), South Revelstoke (Green), Arrow Heights (Red).
Table 6. The number of garbage cans out overnight and the actions taken in each collection area in
Revelstoke, 2012.
Area

Date

Collections
per area
723

Cans Out

Action Taken

South Revelstoke

June 12

th

11

Tags issued

South Revelstoke

June 19

th

723

12

Tags issued

Central Revelstoke

June 18

th

611

12

Tags issued

Central Revelstoke

June 27

th

611

10

Tags issued

Arrow Heights

July 31

585

8

Arrow Heights

Aug 8

585

6

Arrow Heights

Aug 15

585

8

North Revelstoke

Sept 19

th

601

4

North Revelstoke

Sept 26

th

601

2

North Revelstoke

Oct 3

601

7

Big Eddy-Farwell

Sept 18

th

580

5

Big Eddy-Farwell

Sept 25

th

580

5

Big Eddy-Farwell

Oct 2

580

3

Monitoring
Door to door
Monitoring
Door to door
Monitoring
Door to door
Tags issued
Door to door
Tags issued
Door to door
Tags issued
Door to door
Tags issued
Door to door
Tags issued
Door to door
Tags issued
Door to door

st

th

th

rd

nd

Repeat Offenders

2 repeat offenders

2 repeat offenders

1 repeat offender
1 repeat offender

No repeat offenders
No repeat offenders

No repeat offenders
No repeat offenders
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4.3 Door-to-door
Areas of high or potentially high bear activity were identified in 2012, using results from complaint calls to
the RAPP line and Revelstoke Bear Aware, information from the Bear Hazard Map, and suggestions from
the local Conservation Officer. Revelstoke Bear Aware and officers from the Ministry of Forestry, Lands,
and Natural Resources went door-to-door to 628 residences in 2012. A Bear Aware brochure was
distributed to these households. Letters promoting the Gleaning Project were also distributed to residents
with fruit trees, and a flyer regarding safe composting practices was handed out to residents who are
either composting or are interested in doing so.
4.4 The Gleaning Project
The Gleaning Project gathers surplus fruits and vegetables from the community, helping to reduce bear
attractants. Residents with excess fruit can contact Revelstoke Bear Aware to arrange volunteers to
harvest the fruit. The volunteers receive some of the fruit and the remaining fruit is donated to
Community Connections Food Bank. The project also invites all residents to donate their extra fruit,
berries and vegetables directly to Community Connections Food Bank.
The Bear Hazard map was used to identify “hot spot” areas of historic bear activity related to fruit. A letter
was distributed inviting residents to take part in the program. The program was also advertised through
posters distributed throughout the community, through a talk back show on the local radio station, and
through articles in both local papers. Advertisements were also posted on the Stoke List and the front
page of the Revelstoke Bear Aware website.
Eleven residents whose properties were gleaned last year agreed to pick their own fruit, some of which
was donated to the food bank. The City agreed to remove several unmanaged fruit trees from the area
behind the ambulance station on Edwards St. One resident agreed to remove a large area of
unmanaged plum trees on an empty lot.
Twenty residents with fruit trees contacted Revelstoke Bear Aware in 2012 to take part in The Gleaning
Project. A total of 1190kg of produce was harvested from the community and 776kg was donated to
various agencies and community groups in 2012. Community Connections Food Bank was pleased to
receive 424kg of fresh fruit. The food bank also saw an increase in the amount of fruit that was being
donated outside of the Gleaning Project.
The seasonal abundance of fruit in Revelstoke, especially plums, has meant that in the past, the food
bank has occasionally been overloaded with fresh fruit. This season Revelstoke Bear Aware and the
Local Foods Initiative, a sub-committee of the North Columbia Environmental Society, worked together to
preserve some of the fruit. This cooperation resulted in 307kg of fruit being preserved - canned, dried,
made into jam or fruit leather - and donated to the Food Bank.

Figure 15: Fruit picked by the volunteers from Gleaning Project and preserved for the Food Bank
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A further 35kg of fruit was delivered to preschools in the community and 10kg was delivered to Paramjit’s
Kitchen. Volunteers contributed over 127 hours to The Gleaning Project in 2012.

Figure 16: Volunteers Jackie Morris and
Karilyn Kempton glean plums for the Food Bank

Figure 17: Volunteers Laurette Lavine, Lynette
Percher, and Bernie Scott with fruit donated to the
Food Bank by the Gleaning Project

The Gleaning Project has been a very successful part of the Bear Aware program in Revelstoke and will
continue into the future. However there are fruit trees that could be managed better by being “adopted”
by interested individuals who would care for the tree year round (pruning, thinning fruit etc.), and collect
the fruit as it ripens. Several volunteers have expressed an interest in adopting a tree and some of the
tree owners are interested in this concept too. From our database of fruit trees and volunteers,
Revelstoke Bear Aware will provide introductions between volunteers and tree owners to facilitate an
“Adopt-a-fruit-tree” program in 2013.

5.0 MEDIA
5.1 Revelstoke Bear Aware Website
The Revelstoke Bear Aware website (www.revelstokebearaware.org) continues to be a popular source of
information and received 4,626 visits between January 2012 and December 2012 with 7,456 page views.
This was again a significant increase from 2,941 visits received in 2011. 78% of users in 2012 were new
visitors to the website. The most popular pages viewed by users were the Google Earth Map, Homepage,
Report a Sighting, Current Issues, Contact Us, Bear Hazard Map, Managing Bear Attractants, and “There
is a Bear in My Yard”. The website and Google Earth map were updated on a regular basis.
In 2012, Revelstoke Bear Aware collaborated with other agencies to increase the usage of the
Revelstoke Bear Aware website. The following agencies have links to Revelstoke Bear Aware on their
websites: The City of Revelstoke, CSRD, “Welcome to Revelstoke” Guide, the Revelstoke Times Review
and The Revelstoke Current.
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5.2 Newspaper
Revelstoke Bear Aware issued 8 press releases in 2012. Revelstoke has two weekly newspapers, the
Revelstoke Times Review and the Revelstoke Current, and a quarterly publication, Reved Quarterly. All
are very supportive of Revelstoke Bear Aware. In 2012, ten articles written by Bear Aware were
published. A further ten articles written by others and regarding Bear Aware, were published. Of the total
published, the Revelstoke Times Review published 9 online (4 of these also in print); The Revelstoke
Current published 10 online; Reved Quarterly printed 1 article (Table 7). See Appendix 2 for full media
releases.
Table 7. Revelstoke Bear Aware articles, 2012
Newspaper
Date
The Revelstoke Current - online
April 13
The Revelstoke Current - online

April 18

The Revelstoke Current - online

April 29

Revelstoke Times Review - online

May 8

The Revelstoke Current - online

May 30

Article Title
Complacency and ignorance threats to Bear Aware’s
success.
Credit Union preforms a financial miracle for local
groups.
Revelstoke Community Foundation launches new
environmental campaign and hands out grants to
community groups
Backyard chickens on Revelstoke council back
burner.
Spring is here and the bears are out.

Reved Quarterly - print

June 1

Bear with us.

The Revelstoke Current - online

June 15

The Revelstoke Current - online

June 27

Field Notes: Watch for wildlife on the highways in the
national parks!
More news briefs.

Revelstoke Times Review - print +
online
Revelstoke Times Review - print +
online
Revelstoke Times Review - online

July 4

Bear Aware opposes backyard chickens.

July 11

BC Hydro lends Bear Aware a helping hand.

July 27

Bear Aware hosting electric fence workshop.

The Revelstoke Current - online

July 27

Uh, oh - an electric fence.

The Revelstoke Current - online

August 9

Got a bear problem? Resolve it with an electric fence.

Revelstoke Times Review - online

August 27

The bears are on their way - time to get gleaning!

Revelstoke Times Review - print +
online
The Revelstoke Current - online

August 29

News Briefs: No bears destroyed so far in 2012.

September 27

Autumn means its time to be extra-Bear Aware.

Revelstoke Times Review - print +
online
The Revelstoke Current - online

September 30

Revelstoke Harvest Palooza 2012.

October 11

Got food? Bears need 20,000 calories a day!

The Revelstoke Current - online

November 19

Think the bears are gone? Think again.

Revelstoke Times Review - online

November 20

The bears are still around, so stay aware.
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In 2012, Revelstoke Bear Aware purchased advertisements in the City of Revelstoke Leisure Guide Summer and Fall editions. Ads were also purchased and placed in The Revelstoke Current and
Revelstoke Times Review to promote the electric fence workshop. Both newspapers also have links to
the Revelstoke Bear Aware website. Revelstoke Bear Aware also posted advertisements on The Stoke
List to promote the electric fence workshop and The Gleaning Project.
Table 8. Revelstoke Bear Aware Advertisements, 2012.
Publication
Date
Revelstoke Leisure Guide
Summer issue

Advertisement Title
We live in bear country!

The Revelstoke Current - online

Continuous

Revelstoke Times Review - online

Continuous

Revelstoke Bear Aware “Button” - link to
RBAS website
Link to RBAS website

Revelstoke Leisure Guide

Fall Issue

We live in bear country!

The Revelstoke Current - online

July 11 - Aug 8

Electric Fence workshop

Revelstoke Times Review - print

August 1

Electric Fence workshop

The Stoke List - online

August 1 - 8

Electric Fence workshop

The Stoke List - online

Weekly throughout
gleaning season

The Gleaning Project

Figure 18: Advertisement for electric fencing workshop in Revelstoke Times Review
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5.3 Radio
Radio interviews for EZ Rock were given in May, July, and August. The Community Coordinator was also
interviewed on a live talkback show on Stoke FM in August. Topics included information about bear
sightings, the Gleaning Project, and management of garbage, fruit, and compost.
5.4 Video
The video “Staying Safe in Bear Country” is available as a free overnight rental from the local video store,
The Movie Company. This allowed Revelstoke Bear Aware the ability to direct residents to the video
store if they had questions regarding bear safety. Around 25 people expressed an interest in seeing this
video during the 2012 season.
5.5 Television
Six overlapping Bear Aware advertisements appear on Revelstoke Cable TV advertising channel
throughout the bear season. This advertisement runs 15 to 20 times a day between August and
November.
5.6 Public Advisory
A public advisory was not issued in 2012. It was deemed unnecessary to spend the money on a public
advisory when the number of bears seen in town was moderate. Public advisory will be considered again
in 2013 if the need arises.
5.7 Other
Revelstoke Bear Aware was able to deliver its message through a variety of initiatives in 2012 including:
the letters and pamphlets in the Welcome Wagon, a new message on the 2012 garbage schedule, and a
new publication called "Revelstoke, A Guide for Newcomers". Bear Aware posters and pamphlets were
also distributed to campgrounds, notice boards, information centres, “B&B's, and local businesses.

6.0 VOLUNTEERS
It would not have been possible to deliver the Revelstoke Bear Aware message to so many members of
the community without the support from volunteers. This year a total of 238.5 volunteer hours were given
to Revelstoke Bear Aware. The members of the Revelstoke Bear Aware Society volunteer many hours of
their time to provided support and guidance to the program. This year, volunteers also helped with The
Gleaning Project, and garbage tagging. The hourly wage was calculated from the Provincial Bear Aware
Volunteer Program schedule (Appendix 3).
Table 9. Revelstoke Bear Aware volunteers, 2012.
Name
A. Mathews
A. Hamilton
B. Davies
B. Thornd
C. Awad
C. Kendal
J. Davies
J. Skrypnik
J. Martel
K. Mcavley
K. Kempton

Activity
Gleaning Project
Gleaning Project
Gleaning Project
Gleaning Project
Gleaning Project
Gleaning Project
Gleaning Project
Gleaning Project
Gleaning Project
Gleaning Project
Gleaning Project

Hours
4
1
1
3
12
2
2
2
3
8
3

Value
$16.00
$16.00
$16.00
$16.00
$16.00
$16.00
$16.00
$16.00
$16.00
$16.00
$16.00

Total
$64.00
$16.00
$16.00
$48.00
$192.00
$32.00
$32.00
$32.00
$48.00
$128.00
$48.00
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K. Walsh
K. Robson
K. Way
K. Knapp
K. McTaggart
M. Anderson
M. Parent
M. Hemphill
M. Mahoney
M. Hill
P. Van Vierzen
S. Lyn
V. Leeson
J. Cole
A. Knechtel
N. Luckan
C. Snow
H. Mordis
M. Hatley
C. Godfrey
J. Morris

A. Christie
P. Page-Brittin
J. Vickers
L. Parker
Councillor Welock
I. Brown
B. Gadbois
M. Woods
S. Boyle
MFLR officers

Gleaning Project
Gleaning Project
Gleaning Project
Gleaning Project
Gleaning Project
Gleaning Project
Gleaning Project
Gleaning Project
Gleaning Project
Gleaning Project
Gleaning Project
Gleaning Project
Gleaning Project
Gleaning Project
Gleaning Project
Gleaning Project
Gleaning Project
Gleaning Project
Gleaning Project
Gleaning Project
Gleaning Project
Meeting RBAS
Bookkeeping
Meeting RBAS
Program Advisor
Meeting RBAS
Program Advisor
Meeting RBAS
Program Advisor
Meeting RBAS
Program Advisor
Meeting RBAS
Meeting RBAS
Program Advisor
Meeting RBAS
Meeting RBAS
Meeting RBAS
Garbage Tagging
Door-to-door
Totals
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14
4
2
2
4
5
3
1
2
5
4.5
7
7
1
5.5
4
4
1
2
2
3.5
10
20
6
9
10
9
10
21
10
2
10
10
1
10
6
4
10
5
287.5

$16.00
$16.00
$16.00
$16.00
$16.00
$16.00
$16.00
$16.00
$16.00
$16.00
$16.00
$16.00
$16.00
$16.00
$16.00
$16.00
$16.00
$16.00
$16.00
$16.00
$16.00
$19.00
$19.00
$19.00
$19.00
$19.00
$19.00
$19.00
$19.00
$19.00
$19.00
$19.00
$19.00
$19.00
$19.00
$19.00
$19.00
$15.79
$15.79

$224.00
$64.00
$32.00
$32.00
$64.00
$80.00
$48.00
$16.00
$32.00
$80.00
$72.00
$112.00
$112.00
$16.00
$88.00
$64.00
$64.00
$16.00
$32.00
$32.00
$56.00
$190.00
$380.00
$114.00
$171.00
$190.00
$171.00
$190.00
$399.00
$190.00
$38.00
$190.00
$190.00
$19.00
$190.00
$114.00
$76.00
$157.90
$78.95
$5,040.85
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7.0 BEAR SMART
Bear Smart is a voluntary provincial initiative aimed at encouraging communities to reduce the amount of
conflict between people and bears by taking personal responsibility for change. The province’s Bear
Smart Program is described at www.env.gov.bc.ca/wld/bearsmart. For the City of Revelstoke to become
a “Bear Smart” community it is necessary for individuals, the city, the regional district and the provincial
government to work together to address bear attractants in the community. The program focuses on five
criteria that communities must complete in order to achieve Bear Smart status. Each of the criteria is
listed below with a description of work that has been completed.

Figure 19: Bear-proof garbage bin at Arrow
Heights Elementary school

1. Prepare a bear hazard assessment of the community and surrounding area:
In 2009, the Revelstoke Bear Aware Society, with in-kind support from Parks Canada, completed a Bear
Hazard Assessment and Bear Hazard Map (2005-2008) for Revelstoke and surrounding area. Both
documents identify both non-natural and natural wildlife attractants, commonly used wildlife corridors and
locations that may have an increased risk for bear encounters.
The Bear Hazard Assessment is available on the Revelstoke Bear Aware website
(www.revelstokebearaware.org/bear-smart-initiatives/).
A new Bear Hazard Map, with in-kind support from Parks Canada, was created in 2011 to include bear
sighting data from 2009 thru 2010 (Figure 20). This map will be updated in 2013. In addition, a Garbage
Bear Only map was created which includes data from 2005 thru 2010 (Figure 21).
The Bear Hazard Map (2005-2008), the Bear Hazard Map (2009-2010) and the Garbage Bear Only Map
(2005-2010) are available on the Revelstoke Bear Aware website (www.revelstokebearaware.org/map/).
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Figure 20: Bear Hazard Map 2009-2010. A 2012 map of sightings is available on the website at
www.revelstokebearaware.org/google-earth-bear-sightings/.
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Figure 21: Garbage Bear Map 2005-2010 showing garbage problem areas over two time
periods.
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2. Prepare a human-bear conflict management plan that is designed to address the bear hazards and
land-use conflicts identified in the Bear Hazard Assessment:
In 2009, a Human-Bear Conflict Management Plan was compiled for Revelstoke and the surrounding
area. The document lays out recommendations and actions that will mitigate each of the hazards that
were identified in the Bear Hazard Assessment, including the group or groups required to carry out the
action, a priority rating and, cost and timing required.
The Human-Bear Conflict Management Plan is available on the Revelstoke Bear Aware website
(www.revelstokebearaware.org).
3. Revise planning and decision-making documents to be consistent with the human-bear conflict
management plan:
The Official Community Plan for the City of Revelstoke and the Columbia Shuswap Regional District,
Mount Revelstoke National Park Management Plan and the Mount Mackenzie Resort Master Plan all
include “Bear Smart” practices consistent with the Human-Bear Conflict Management Plan. The Regional
Solid Waste Management plan was completed and approved in May 2009 and also takes into account
“Bear Smart” practices.
4. Develop and maintain a bear-proof municipal solid waste management system:
Revelstoke Bear Aware is currently represented on the Regional Solid Waste Management Plan
Monitoring Advisory Committee that was formed in 2009.
Garbage continues to be the most common bear attractant (Table 4) and Revelstoke Bear Aware has
been working with the City to move the entire community toward a bear-proof garbage management
system. This is a lengthy and costly process. The Bear Aware Community Coordinator is sitting on the
City’s Waste Collection Strategy Committee (WCSC), which has been meeting since November of 2007.
The mission statement of this committee is “To operate a solid waste management system with minimal
impact for wildlife and the natural environment, providing a safe and healthy community.” One of the
committee’s strategic initiatives is “To become Bear Smart”.
Revelstoke Bear Aware and the WCSC completed a pilot project in 2009, studying the use of bear-proof
residential garbage cans in Johnson Heights, one of the city’s mobile home parks. The pilot project was
designed to determine the effectiveness of bear-prof bins as a means of creating a bear-proof solid waste
management system. Specific goals were:
1) To gain information about the use of a lifter on the city’s garbage truck throughout winter months.
2) To attain residents’ opinions about the use of bear-proof cans.
3) To determine the effectiveness at reducing the availability of garbage to bears.
Revelstoke Bear Aware and the WCSC presented the results of the pilot project to city council on
th
November 24 , 2009. They recommended that the bear-proof garbage containers (with the use of the
lifter on the city’s garbage truck) be implemented throughout the city. It was recommended that there be
a phase-in over a number of years, where residents with limited ability to secure garbage receive the
cans first.
Although the purchase of bear-proof garbage cans for residential use was approved by City Council over
a five-year period (2011-2015 City Budget - $55,000/year), implementation has now been put on hold
awaiting the results of a study to determine the characteristics of the solid waste stream. Revelstoke has
recently moved to curbside recycling collection, and plans are in place to begin organic yard waste
collection for a windrow composting facility. Splitting the waste stream into these three components will
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have implications for the solid waste collection system required for Revelstoke. Bear Aware and the
WCSC will consider these factors as we continue to address the issues of bear-proofing the system.
In the Human-Bear Management Plan for Revelstoke, a number of recommendations were made with
regards to replacing open garbage cans with bear-resistant bins throughout the City. Bins were put in
place in 2009. In 2010, the City of Revelstoke purchased more bear-resistant bins. These bins were
distributed at city parks recreation sites. This year Parks Canada has replaced some bear-proof bins in
the Mt Revelstoke and Glacier National parks and the older but still serviceable bear-proof bins have
been offered to the City and to School District 19.

Figure 22: Open garbage cans near the
Community Centre - 2008. Photo: Francis
Maltby.

Figure 23: New bear-proof garbage cans near the
Community Centre - 2009. Photo: Penny PageBrittin

5. Implement “Bear Smart” bylaws prohibiting the provision of food to bears as a result of intent, neglect,
or irresponsible management of attractants:
The City of Revelstoke Waste Collection Strategy Committee, of which Revelstoke Bear Aware is a
member, drafted changes to the city’s garbage collection Bylaw No. 1759, now Bylaw No. 2006, to
include securing garbage from wildlife. Bylaw No. 2006 was brought to City Council in December of
2011, passed first and second readings, and went out for public review. Bylaw No. 2006 passed third
th
reading and was adopted on November 13 , 2012. Revelstoke Bear Aware will initiate an education
campaign alerting residents of their new responsibility to secure garbage from wildlife in the spring of
2013.
The Waste Collection Strategy Committee also drafted a Wildlife Attractant bylaw in 2009 that addresses
other non-natural bear attractants identified in the Bear Hazard Assessment. This bylaw is currently in
the City administration office and it is not clear when it will be reviewed by City Council.

Revelstoke Bear Aware Society Annual Report - 2012

28

8.0 BARRIERS TO THE PROGRAM
Revelstoke Bear Aware has been very well received and supported by the residents of Revelstoke, City
of Revelstoke, and Columbia Shuswap Regional District. There were not any barriers to the delivery of
the program, in part due to the financial support and in-kind support that was received in 2012.
Revelstoke Bear Aware relies upon the financial support of sponsors to achieve our goals and our
presence in 2013 depends upon this support. Please see the Acknowledgements section of this report
for a list of our valued sponsors.
Revelstoke and the surrounding area has only one Conservation Officer. This is a limitation for wildlife
management in the community.

Figure 24: Downtown bear
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9.0 FUTURE OF THE PROGRAM
th

Revelstoke Bear Aware has now completed its 17
year of operating in Revelstoke and surrounding area
and has been very successful in raising awareness of
bears and the attractants that bring bears into our
community.
Over the past few years, positive steps have been
made toward achieving provincial Bear Smart status.
Revelstoke Bear Aware is needed to advocate for
completion of the actions and recommendations
outlined in the Human-Bear Conflict Management
Plan and completion of the criteria required for
Revelstoke to become Bear Smart. There is a need to
continually raise public awareness and gather support
for these initiatives.
Figure 25: Black bear. Photo: Sue Davies
There will be an increase in disturbance to wildlife
living on Mount Mackenzie and surrounding area as Revelstoke Mountain Resort development continues.
In the future, Revelstoke Mountain Resort will include hiking, mountain biking, and golf during the summer
months. Education is of utmost importance to ensure that bears do not find attractants, creating a high
potential for conflict between people and bears. Revelstoke Bear Aware needs to continue diversifying
educational opportunities.
As the population of Revelstoke and surrounding area changes with an increase in new residents,
visitors, and absentee owners, it is important to continually seek out new and innovative ways to reach
this segment of the population.
Updating the Google Earth Map provides valuable information to Revelstoke Bear Aware and the
community about the locations of high human-bear conflict and helps to direct Revelstoke Bear Aware
initiatives.
The Gleaning Project has been a very successful part of the Bear Aware program in Revelstoke and will
continue into the future. However there are fruit trees that could be managed better by being “adopted”
by interested individuals who would care for the tree year round (pruning, thinning fruit etc.), and collect
the fruit as it ripens. Several volunteers have expressed an interest in adopting a tree and some of the
tree owners are interested in this concept too. From our database of fruit trees and volunteers,
Revelstoke Bear Aware will provide introductions between volunteers and tree owners to facilitate an
“Adopt-a-fruit-tree” program in 2013.
During the 2012 season the BC Conservation Foundation trialed a “WildSafe” program in several BC
communities. The program included information and education on other species such as coyotes,
cougars, deer, skunks, and raccoons. The trial programs were a success. It is probable that the BCCF
will introduce some or all, of this program to be run concordantly with the Bear Aware program in 2013.
Although long time Revelstoke residents have been receiving the Bear Aware message for 17 years and
the majority know how to behave in bear country, there are still others that have grown complacent. It is
important to continue to educate about the importance of securing attractants.
Revelstoke Bear Aware has proven to be very successful and indispensable in our community where
there is high potential for conflict between people and bears. Revelstoke Bear Aware has been very
fortunate in past years to receive financial and in-kind support to allow this work to continue. Although the
outlook for continued success in reducing human-bear conflict is bright, there is concern about future
funding for Revelstoke Bear Aware.
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10.0 RECOMMENDATIONS FOR 2013
The Revelstoke Bear Aware Society recommends the following actions for the upcoming year:
§

Revelstoke Bear Aware continues to implement an outreach program to educate the residents of
Revelstoke and newcomers about reducing human-bear conflict in bear country.

§

Revelstoke Bear Aware continues to work with the City on the Waste Collection Strategy
committee.

§

The Waste Collection Strategy committee and the City of Revelstoke develop a written plan
guiding Revelstoke toward a bear-proof solid waste management system that takes account of
recycling, organic, and residual waste streams.

§

The City of Revelstoke begins to implement a bear-proof solid waste system. If implemented,
Revelstoke Bear Aware works with the City to provide education to residents.

§

Revelstoke Bear Aware mounts an education campaign to inform residents of their new
responsibilities under the new Solid Waste and Recycling Bylaw No. 2006.

§

The City implements a wildlife attractant bylaw.

§

Provided the wildlife attractant bylaw is adopted, Revelstoke Bear Aware works with the City to
add existing fruit trees to a GIS map, to allow for better monitoring.

§

Revelstoke Bear Aware updates the Bear Hazard Assessment and Bear-Human Conflict
Management Plan.

§

Provided a written plan is in place to guide Revelstoke toward a bear-proof solid waste system
and the above mentioned bylaws are implemented, Revelstoke Bear Aware and the City apply to
the province to be granted Bear Smart status.

§

Revelstoke Bear Aware updates the Google Earth Map and the Revelstoke Bear Aware website.

§

All new development and subdivisions are required to design for and construct centralized bearproof garbage bins.

§

Revelstoke Bear Aware continues to sit on the Columbia Shuswap Regional District’s Solid
Waste Management Plan Monitoring Advisory committee.

§

Revelstoke Bear Aware continues to target education to new residents and visitors.

§

Revelstoke Bear Aware continues to work with the Wildfire Interface committee to identify areas
within the city that have a high potential for both bear security cover and forest fires.

§

Revelstoke Bear Aware continues to work in conjunction with the Community Connections Food
Bank to expand The Gleaning Project and begins to implement the Adopt-a-Fruit-Tree program.

§

Revelstoke Bear Aware makes recommendations to the City of Revelstoke to remove rogue/unmanaged fruit trees.

§

Revelstoke Bear Aware continues to foster a good relationship with RMR development team to
ensure that development is wildlife-proof in terms of solid waste, recycling, and other wildlife
attractants.
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§

Revelstoke Bear Aware, the City of Revelstoke and the CSRD continue to lobby the provincial
government for long term funding to provide for sustainability of the program.

§

Revelstoke Bear Aware continues to lobby for another Conservation Officer in Revelstoke and
surrounding area.
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Press Release: May 11, 2012
__________________________________________________________________________________
Contact: Sue Davies
Revelstoke Bear Aware Community Coordinator
(250) 837-8624
beaware@telus.net
www.revelstokebearaware.org
PHOTO #1: Sue Davies – New Revelstoke Bear Aware Community Coordinator
PHOTO #2: Bear attracted to bird feeder, photo by N. Mostert
Headline – Spring is here and the bears are out.
Spring is here and the bears are emerging from their winter dens. The first bear sighting of the season
th
was reported on April 28 so we need to start thinking about being Bear Aware. Revelstoke Bear Aware
has begun its spring program and first up has been the hiring of a new Community Coordinator.
Sue Davies comes to the position with a strong background in the biological sciences and experience in
coordinating various projects. Although born a New Zealander, Sue has lived in Revelstoke for several
years and her understanding of bear behaviour and biology stems from wanting to understand how to live
safely in bear country. “I am very interested in how best to live safely within the habitat of these large and
potentially dangerous animals,” she said “and I am strongly in favour of education to minimize bear
attractants within our community.” Sue is keen to take on the role of educating the public about the
importance of managing bear attractants such as garbage and fruit trees to decrease human-bear
conflicts in Revelstoke.
Garbage is always the number one bear attractant in our community. Having already recorded our first
bear sighting, it is time to ensure your garbage is not accessible by storing it in a garage or shed with a
securely closed door, or the interior of your house. A simple way to reduce odours is to place any smelly
food articles in a Ziploc bag and freeze until garbage day. Remember not to put your garbage on the
curbside until 7am on garbage day.
It is also time to take down your bird feeders. Bird feeders of all types, including hummingbird feeders, are
an attractant to bears. If you want hummingbirds in your yard consider planting shrubs with red flowers to
attract the birds without attracting bears. A birdbath can attract other types of birds without being a bear
attractant.
Spring is the time for planting your vegetable garden. When planning your planting, think carefully about
the amount of produce you will have and don’t plant more than you can harvest.
Fruit trees are a major attractant to bears and they require good management practices. A well-pruned
tree will not only make harvesting the fruit easier and less hazardous, but will also improve the quality of
the fruit. If you don’t want your fruit or have more than you can handle, learn more about The Gleaning
Project at www.revelstokebearaware.org or consider knocking off the blossoms with a hose during
flowering.
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If you have compost in your yard, maintain it by following the guidelines below. Remember, if you can
smell it, a bear can smell it and will come to investigate.
- Never add meat, oil, cooked food, un-rinsed eggshells, or large amounts of fruit to your pile.
- Only add small amounts of other kitchen waste and consider freezing all kitchen waste during the fall
when bears are most active, then adding it to your compost during the winter months.
- Regularly add brown materials (such as aged leaves, yard waste, or straw) and layer these so your
kitchen waste is buried.
- Ensure the compost is kept moist, like that of a wrung out sponge.
- Turn your compost regularly to maintain aeration.
Contact Revelstoke Bear Aware at 250-837-8624 or beaware@telus.net for more information on how to
manage bear attractants, to take part in The Gleaning Project, or to view the Google Earth Bear Sighting
Map visit www.revelstokebearaware.org. To report bear sightings or problem bears please call the RAPP
Line at 1-877-952-7277.
Revelstoke Bear Aware gratefully acknowledges the financial support of the Columbia Basin Trust, the
BC Conservation Foundation, BC Hydro, Revelstoke Credit Union, and the Revelstoke Community
Foundation in 2012. Revelstoke Bear Aware also appreciates the ongoing in-kind support from Parks
Canada and the Ministry of Forests Resource Compliance Officers.
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Press Release: June 1, 2012
__________________________________________________________________________________
Reved – Bear Aware Article
Contact Info: Sue Davies, Revelstoke Bear Aware Community Coordinator,
250 837 8624, beaware@telus.net
Photo 1: Mother bear with cub in the spring, courtesy F. Ritcey
Photo 2: Electric fence surrounding bee hives to protect against bears, courtesy G. Sanders
Headline: Summer is almost here and the bears are out.
Revelstoke Bear Aware has received the first bear sightings of the season. It’s time to start thinking about
keeping bear attractants to a minimum.
The primary bear attractant in Revelstoke is garbage. Currently, the City of Revelstoke’s Garbage
Collection Bylaw No.1759 restricts garbage being placed on the curb to between the hours of 7am and
7pm on the day of collection.
Revelstoke Bear Aware staff and volunteers will be putting a sticker on any garbage left out at the curb
the night before garbage day. The bright yellow sticker placed on the can states “Garbage Attracts Bears,
Store Containers Inside Until Collection Day.”
Garbage tagging campaigns have proven to be successful in educating residents about properly
managing this attractant.
Revelstoke Bear Aware and Community Connections Food Bank are preparing for the upcoming harvest
season. The Gleaning Project gathers surplus fruits and vegetables from our community, helping to
reduce bear attractants as well as decrease potential human-bear conflict.
Residents with excess fruit can contact Revelstoke Bear Aware to arrange for volunteers to harvest their
fruit. The volunteers receive some of the fruit and the remaining fruit is donated to Community
Connections Food Bank. The project also invites all residents to donate their extra fruit, berries and
vegetables to Community Connections Food Bank.
If you are away when your fruit is ripening or unable to pick it yourself, please contact Revelstoke Bear
Aware to arrange for volunteers to come to your home.
Revelstoke Bear Aware is offering a free workshop on electric fencing in June this year. Electric fences
have been a successful tool to protect livestock, chickens, bees, fruit trees, gardens, buildings and
campsites from bears.
Gillian Sanders, from the North Kootenay Lake Bear Smart Program, will be the guest speaker for this
event. She has a great deal of experience running electric fencing workshops in communities around
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British Columbia. She has personally kept bees for the past 15 years and has successfully coexisted with
grizzly and black bears by using electric fencing.
This free outdoor workshop will give participants hands-on experience installing both portable and
permanent electric fences. Sanders will recommend different types and models of fences depending upon
the needs of participants. She will also discuss proper maintenance, safety, and cost. Sanders has many
practical tips and tricks of the trade to share.
To register for the FREE electric fencing workshop or to take part in The Gleaning Project, please contact
Revelstoke Bear Aware at 250-837-8624 or beaware@telus.net. For more information on how to manage
bear attractants, visit www.revelstokebearaware.org or visit the provincial Bear Aware website
www.bearaware.bc.ca
To report bear sightings or problem bears please call the RAPP line at 1-877-952-7277.
Revelstoke Bear Aware gratefully acknowledges the financial support of the Columbia Basin Trust, the
Ministry of Environment, BC Hydro, BC Conservation Foundation, Revelstoke Credit Union, and
Revelstoke Community Foundation. Revelstoke Bear Aware also appreciates the ongoing in-kind support
from Parks Canada, the CSRD and the City of Revelstoke.
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Press Release: July 4, 2012
__________________________________________________________________________________
Revelstoke Bear Aware
Contact Info: Sue Davies, Revelstoke Bear Aware Community Coordinator,
250 837 8624, beaware@telus.net
Photo 1: Jennifer Walker-Larsen, of BC Hydro, presents Sue Davies, of the Revelstoke Bear Aware
Society, with a funding cheque worth $3000.00.
Headline: BC Hydro lends Bear Aware a helping hand.
BC Hydro recently presented Revelstoke Bear Aware with $3000.00 to promote environmental
sustainability, and help conserve bears in the Revelstoke area. Revelstoke Bear Aware provides
education about how to reduce conflict between bears and humans by reducing bear attractants in our
community. The Revelstoke Bear Aware Society has also helped educate BC Hydro’s Mica project
workers about bears.
The funds provided by BC Hydro will enhance the conservation of both black and grizzly bears by
educating people on how to reduce the risk of bears becoming habituated and food-conditioned. Bears
conditioned to eating human food can become aggressive and often have to be destroyed. Both species
of bears are keystone species in the Columbia Basin and as such, we cannot afford to be destroying
them in our town.
“Our mission is to reduce human-bear conflict by reducing the amount of bear attractants in our
communities” said Sue Davies, the Revelstoke Bear Aware Community Coordinator. Garbage is the
primary bear attractant in Revelstoke, followed by fruit trees, livestock, poorly managed compost, and
birdfeeders. Outdoor fridges and freezers, pet food left outside, and dirty BBQs are also bear attractants.
Revelstoke Bear Aware urges residents to secure garbage in a garage or lockable shed, and to take
down birdfeeders during the summer months. Keep your compost from becoming smelly; never add
meat, fish, dairy products, or cooked food. As the season progresses, pick all fruit as or before it becomes
ripe. If you have excess fruit or produce, contact Bear Aware at 250 837 8624, email beaware@telus.net
to arrange for volunteers from The Gleaning Project to collect or pick the fruit and donate it to Community
Connections Food Bank.
th
Revelstoke Bear Aware will also be hosting a free electric fencing workshop on August 8 for anyone
interested in finding out the best way to protect livestock, fruit trees, or other attractants from bears.
Please call or see our website for details.
For more information on managing your attractants and information on upcoming events, see the
Revelstoke Bear Aware website, www.revelstokebearaware.org, or visit the provincial Bear Aware
website at www.bearaware.bc.ca
To report bear sightings or problem bears please call the RAPP line at 1-877-952-7277.
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Revelstoke Bear Aware gratefully acknowledges the financial support of BC Hydro, the Columbia Basin
Trust, the Ministry of Environment, BC Conservation Foundation, Revelstoke Credit Union, and
Revelstoke Community Foundation. Revelstoke Bear Aware also appreciates the ongoing in-kind support
from Parks Canada, the CSRD, and the City of Revelstoke.
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Press Release: July 26, 2012
____________________________________________________________________________________
Revelstoke Bear Aware
Contact Info: Sue Davies, Revelstoke Bear Aware Community Coordinator,
250 837 8624, beaware@telus.net
Photo 1: Black bear deterred from food items by an electric fence.
Headline: Free electric fencing workshop offered by Revelstoke Bear Aware
Revelstoke Bear Aware is proud to present a free electric fencing workshop, in association with British
Columbia Conservation Foundation and funded by Columbia Basin Trust.
Electric fences have been a successful tool to protect livestock, chickens, bees, fruit trees, gardens,
buildings, and campsites from bears. Electric fences prevent bears from becoming habituated to humans
and conditioned to human food.
Gillian Sanders, from the North Kootenay Lake Bear Smart Program, will be the guest speaker for this
event. She has a great deal of experience running Electric Fencing Workshops in communities around
British Columbia. She has personally kept bees for the past 17 years and has successfully coexisted with
grizzly and black bears by using electric fencing.
This outdoor workshop will give participants hands-on experience installing both portable and permanent
electric fences. Gillian will recommend different types and models of fences depending upon the needs of
participants. She will also discuss proper maintenance, safety, and cost. Gillian has many practical tips
and tricks of the trade to share.
th

The workshop will be held at 6.30pm on August 8 , at 2022 Highland Rd, in Arrow Heights. The
workshop will last for approximately 2 hours and refreshments will be served.
To register for the FREE electric fencing workshop please contact Revelstoke Bear Aware at 250-8378624.
For more information on how to manage bear attractants, visit the provincial Bear Aware website
www.bearaware.bc.ca or visit www.revelstokebearaware.org
To report bear sightings or problem bears please call the RAPP line at 1-877-952-7277.
Revelstoke Bear Aware gratefully acknowledges the financial support of BC Conservation Foundation,
Columbia Basin Trust, BC Hydro, Revelstoke Credit Union, and Revelstoke Community Foundation.
Revelstoke Bear Aware also appreciates the ongoing in-kind support from Parks Canada, the CSRD, and
the City of Revelstoke.
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Press Release: August 27, 2012
____________________________________________________________________________________
Revelstoke Bear Aware
Contact Info: Sue Davies, Revelstoke Bear Aware Community Coordinator,
250 837 8624, beaware@telus.net
Photo 1: Volunteers at the Food Bank stand ready to distribute cherries donated through The Gleaning
Project, photo courtesy Sue Davies
Headline: The bears are on their way - time to get Gleaning!
During the unusually wet and lush early summer the bears have stayed mostly out of town, but recent
sightings suggest that they may now be heading our way. Revelstoke Bear Aware educates residents
about the importance of managing bear attractants such as fruit trees and garbage to decrease humanbear conflicts. Eating food provided by humans renders a bear food-conditioned, which can lead to the
bear being destroyed in the interests of public safety.
At this time of year most bears that come into Revelstoke are adding backyard fruit to their diet. Cherry
season has finished but the early plums and apples are coming on fast. If you have a fruit tree in your
yard it is a good idea to pick the fruit, along with any windfall, before the bears can gain access to it.
Revelstoke Bear Aware and Community Connections Food Bank run The Gleaning Project, which helps
remove excess berries, fruit, and vegetables from the community and redirects this fresh produce to
those in need thorough the Food Bank. Residents with excess picked produce can take it directly to the
Food Bank any Friday morning from 8am at the Royal Canadian Legion on Garden Avenue. If you cannot
pick your fruit for any reason, Revelstoke Bear Aware can arrange for volunteers to harvest it and take it
to the Food Bank for you.
The Food Bank is struggling to keep their cupboards full and the donations of fresh fruit and vegetables
enable them to add to the nutritional value of their hampers. More and more they are finding that healthy
food choices are unaffordable for some of our poorest community members. Even the most basic
necessities of food are out of reach to many. In fact, some families and seniors must choose between
having a roof over their heads and eating nutritious food.
Take part in The Gleaning Project, and feel rewarded that you have prevented food from going to waste,
provided produce to people in need, and have helped to keep our community safe from bears! To
participate in The Gleaning Project, call 250 837 8624 or email beaware@telus.net.
For more information on managing bear attractants please visit www.revelstokebearaware.org. To report
bear sightings or problem bears please call the RAPP Line at 1-877-952 7277.
Revelstoke Bear Aware gratefully acknowledges the financial support of Canadian Pacific Rail, Columbia
Basin Trust, BC Conservation Foundation, Revelstoke Community Foundation, BC Hydro, and
Revelstoke Credit Union. Revelstoke Bear Aware also appreciates the ongoing in-kind support from
Parks Canada and the Ministry of Forests Resource Compliance Officers.
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Press Release: September 17, 2012
____________________________________________________________________________________
Revelstoke Bear Aware
Contact Info: Sue Davies, Revelstoke Bear Aware Community Coordinator,
250 837 8624, beaware@telus.net
Photo 1: Garbage left out overnight may end up in the belly of a bear or with a tag from Bear Aware,
photo courtesy Janette Vickers
Photo 2: Gleaners Jackie Morris and Karilyn Kempton harvest plums for the food bank, photo courtesy
Sue Davies.
Headline: It’s bear season - time to think about managing your bear attractants.
th
Press release date: September 17 2012
Fall is here and the bears are in town! Recently there have been bear sightings reported in most
neighbourhoods in Revelstoke. Revelstoke Bear Aware is educating residents about the importance of
managing bear attractants such as garbage and fruit trees to decrease human-bear conflicts.
Many bears that come into Revelstoke are being rewarded with an easy meal of garbage or fruit and will
continue to return to these areas as long as a food source is provided. Eating food provided by humans
renders a bear food-conditioned and can led to the bear being destroyed in the interested of human
safety.
Fall Garbage Tagging Campaign
Garbage is consistently available to bears and is the number one bear attractant in Revelstoke. Currently,
the City of Revelstoke’s Garbage Collection Bylaw No.1759 restricts garbage being placed on the curb to
between the hours of 7am and 7pm on the day of collection. While most residents adhere to the Bylaw,
many people place their garbage on the curb the night before pickup.
Revelstoke Bear Aware will be conducting a Fall Garbage Tagging Campaign in the next few weeks.
Residents placing their garbage on the curb the night before garbage day may wake up to a bright yellow
sticker on their can that states “Garbage Attracts Bears, Store Containers Inside Until Collection Day.”
The Gleaning Project
If you have fruit trees, consider taking part in The Gleaning Project, which gathers surplus fruits and
vegetables from our community, helping to reduce bear attractants as well as decrease potential humanbear conflict. Residents with excess fruit can contact Revelstoke Bear Aware on 250 837 8624 to arrange
for volunteers to harvest their fruit. The volunteers receive some of the fruit and the remaining fruit is
donated to Community Connections Food Bank. The project also invites all residents to donate their
extra fruit, berries and vegetables directly to Community Connections Food Bank.
Take part in The Gleaning Project, and feel rewarded that you have prevented food from going to waste,
provided produce to people in need, and have helped to keep our community safe from bears!
For more information on how to manage bear attractants, visit the provincial Bear Aware website at
www.bearaware.bc.ca or our local site at www.revelstokebearaware.org.
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To report bear sightings or problem bears please call the RAPP Line at 1-877-952 7277.
Revelstoke Bear Aware gratefully acknowledges the financial support of Canadian Pacific Rail, Columbia
Basin Trust, BC Conservation Foundation, Revelstoke Community Foundation, BC Hydro, and
Revelstoke Credit Union. Revelstoke Bear Aware also appreciates the ongoing in-kind support from
Parks Canada and the Ministry of Forests Resource Compliance Officers.
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Press Release: October 11, 2012
____________________________________________________________________________________
Revelstoke Bear Aware
Contact Info: Sue Davies, Revelstoke Bear Aware Community Coordinator,
250 837 8624, beaware@telus.net
Photo 1: A black bear getting high-energy food from a birdfeeder, photo courtesy Connie Arnott
Photo 2: Bear Aware Volunteers Jackie Morris and Karilyn Kempton harvest plums for the food bank,
photo courtesy Sue Davies.
Headline: Got Food? Bears need 20,000 calories per day!
Fall is here and the bears are hungry. Bears are being seen raiding garbage cans, climbing fruit trees,
and generally getting into anything containing food. At this time of year, bears are preparing for their long
winter snooze and they need huge quantities of food to survive the winter. An adult human gets by on
around 2000 calories per day but at this time of year a bear needs about 20,000 calories per day.
To pack in that many calories, bears look for high energy food sources. From a bear’s point of view, it is
far easier to raid a garbage can and eat a couple of kilograms of left over bread, cheese, and bacon
grease, than the 35 kilograms of huckleberries it would take to gain the same number of calories.
Once a bear has begun finding high energy foods in a neighbourhood, it makes sense for to the bear to
continue searching for them. Unfortunately for us this is not such a good idea. Once bears begin
accessing food in our neighbourhood they begin to loose their natural fear of us and can become problem
bears, destroying property and even entering homes.
The key to reducing the number of problem bears in our town is to manage items that attract bears into
our yards. The number one attractant is garbage. Keeping garbage locked in a shed or garage until
pickup day is a great way to reduce the risk of problem bears. If you don’t have a shed or garage to store
your garbage, keep food items in the freezer and add to the garbage only on pickup day.
Picking your fruit as it ripens is another way to discourage bears. If you don’t have a use for the fruit, take
it to the food bank, advertise it on the stoke list, or call Bear Aware (837 8624) if you are unable to
manage the picking yourself.
When you do pick your fruit, please don’t put all the spoiled fruit into the compost at once. Add small
amounts at a time and cover well with fallen leaves or other brown material. Freeze excess spoiled fruit
and add it during the winter months.
Birdfeeders are another source of very high-energy food for bears. One kilogram of birdseed is equivalent
to more than 13.5 kilograms of blueberries. Bears will go to extraordinary lengths to access this food and,
during the summer and fall birds find plenty of natural food. Keep your birdfeeders for when the birds
really need it, and the bears are asleep.
For more information on how to manage bear attractants, visit the provincial Bear Aware website at
www.bearaware.bc.ca or our local site at www.revelstokebearaware.org.
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To report bear sightings or problem bears please call the RAPP Line at 1-877-952 7277.
Revelstoke Bear Aware gratefully acknowledges the financial support of Canadian Pacific Rail, Columbia
Basin Trust, BC Conservation Foundation, Revelstoke Community Foundation, BC Hydro, and
Revelstoke Credit Union. Revelstoke Bear Aware also appreciates the ongoing in-kind support from
Parks Canada and the Ministry of Forests Resource Compliance Officers.
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th

Press Release: November 19 2012
__________________________________________________________________________________
Contact: Sue Davies
Revelstoke Bear Aware Community Coordinator
(250) 837-8624
revelstoke@bearaware.bc.ca
www.revelstokebearaware.org
Headline: Bears still around town - keep your garbage locked up a little longer.
Photo: Bear tracks in fresh snow last week.
The first snows have come and gone and where are the bears? The light snow we had last week showed,
in bear tracks, just how many bears are still at large in our community. The bear population around
Revelstoke is often active right into December so we can still expect hungry bears to be seeking a final
feast or two before denning up for the season.
As of mid November, bears continue to roam several districts of the city. Tracks were seen in Arrow
Heights and the downtown area, while bears were sighted in the Big Eddy and Columbia Park. Many
residents do not realize that bears are still active in our community during early winter and become
complacent in managing bear attractants once the snow starts to fly.
Bears require a huge amount of body fat to survive their long winter sleep, which means that many will
continue to search for food while it is available to them. High-energy foods such as garbage, birdfeed,
fruit, pet food, and the contents of outdoor freezers are very attractive to bears and with their excellent
sense of smell they are easily able to locate these foods. Please remember to keep these food sources
secured against bears.
2012 has been a moderate year for bears in and around Revelstoke, with 125 sightings reported in the
city and two bears destroyed so far, compared with 297 reports and 10 bears destroyed last year. In part
this has been due to a good wild berry crop but it can also be attributed to the cooperation of many
community members who have made efforts to secure bear attractants. Securing attractants can reduce
the chances of bears becoming habituated and food-conditioned, and can significantly decrease the
potential for human/bear conflict.
Revelstoke Bear Aware has been active in the community this year, communicating the Bear Aware
message to 2334 people through presentations, public displays, door-to-door campaigns, garbage
tagging campaigns, and The Gleaning Project, which harvested a total of 2539lbs of fruit from the
community and donated 933lbs of fruit to the food bank.
Revelstoke Bear Aware would like to thank Columbia Basin Trust, the British Columbia Conservation
Foundation, BC Hydro, CP Rail, Revelstoke Community Foundation, and Revelstoke Credit Union for the
funding they provided to the 2012 program. Thank you also to Parks Canada, the Conservation Officer
Service, the Ministry of Forests, the City of Revelstoke, and the large group of volunteers who have all
supported the program in 2012. Also, thank you to our local media for their continued support in
communicating the Bear Aware message to the residents of Revelstoke. Finally, a big thanks to all the
Revelstoke residents who made the effort to secure their bear attractants this season.
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Although bears will soon be heading into their winter dens, Revelstoke Bear Aware will continue to work
through the winter months. At this time of year progress is made toward becoming a bear smart
community, the annual report is completed, and funding requirements and work plans for 2013 are
determined. This will ensure the Bear Aware message continues to reach the residents of Revelstoke.
For more information regarding securing bear attractants, please visit the provincial Bear Aware website
at www.bearaware.bc.ca or Revelstoke’s local website at www.revelstokebearaware.org.
To report a conflict with a bear, please call the RAPP line at 1-877-952-7277.
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Bear Aware Volunteer Program
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BEAR AWARE VOLUNTEER PROGRAM
Volunteer Activity management structure:

Table 1
Volunteer position descriptions
Position

Position Description

Hourly
Wage
Value
$19.00

1.

Board and/or committee
1
member (4162)

Sit on the community public advisory committee, providing
insight into the community structure and needs of the community
in relations to bear-human conflict.

2.

Volunteer Manager
(6216)

Manage all volunteers, ensuring they are briefed on their job
description, hours of work, proper orientation and training.
Record all volunteer hours and provide a report to the Program
Delivery Specialist.

$13.99

3.

Volunteer trainer.
(4216)

Develop and deliver training to volunteers on bear-human
conflict. The Bear Aware Program.

$15.56

4.

Program Advisor (6481)

Provide guidance and advisement to the Bear Aware Program
and the Program Delivery Specialist.

$15.44

5.

Door-to-door canvasser
(6411)

Either assisting the Program Delivery Specialist or working with
another volunteer, conduct door-to-door visits in neighbourhoods
within the community with reported bear-human conflict. Provide
information to homeowners on how to manage bear attractants.
Assist homeowners in finding solutions to attractant management
through the identification of bear attractants, the proper
management of attractants, recommending bear resistant
products, deterrents and general safety information. Recording
of all door-to-door visits to the Program Delivery Specialist.
Assist the PDS with media releases informing the public on the
problem with the various types of food attractants and the results
this has on bears as well as the threat to public safety the
presence of habituated bears pose.

$16.34

6.

Garbage raid (7621)

Working with the Program Delivery Specialist or another
volunteer for safety reasons, visit neighbourhoods during the
evening hours to record the number of garbage cans placed at
the curb the night before pickup. All cans to have affixed a “Bear
Attractant” sticker. Provide written reports to the PDS of all
evening garbage raids. Assist the PDS with media releases
informing the public on the problem with garbage being placed at
curbside the night before pickup and share that information on a
one-to-one basis with members of the community.

$15.79
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Volunteer job descriptions - continued
7.
Public display (6481)
Assist with the creation of public displays for the purpose of
educating people on bears and the dangers involved in
allowing bears to access food attractants. Provide general
information on bear biology and behaviour, safety around
bears, human habituation and human food conditioning. Use
props such as bear skull, hides, claws, teeth, photos, videos to
assist with educating the public.

58

$15.44

8.

Public presentations
(4131)

Develop or use already available public presentations to meet
the needs of educating members of the community through
public presentations. This may involve the use of hands on
props such as bear skulls, hides, claws, teeth, photos, videos,
charts. The use PowerPoint or Presentations. These
presentations are aimed at public audiences, such as service
clubs, special groups, local clubs, NGO’s, general public.

$26.70

9.

School presentations
(6472)

Develop or use already available public presentations to meet
the needs of educating members of the community through
public presentations. This may involve the use of hands on
props such as bear skulls, hides, claws, teeth, photos, videos,
charts. The use PowerPoint or Presentations. These
presentations are aimed at school age children, child care
facilities, youth clubs, etc.

$20.38

10.

Researcher (4161)

Conduct research for the local Bear Aware Program and the
local Program delivery Specialist on subject matter that is
required for the improvement and betterment of the program
delivery.

$24.00

11.

Computer programming
(2174)

Web page design for the local Bear Aware Program.

$23.48

12.

Bookkeeping (1231)

Maintaining financial books for the Bear Aware Program

$16.00

13.

Correspondence and
report writing. (1452)

Writing letters or reports for the Bear Aware Program under the
direction of the Program Delivery Specialist or Advisory
Committee.

$15.72

14.

Mapping (2255)

Taking raw data and entering it into GIS software or similar
software to produce conflict maps, corridor maps, conflict
areas, etc.

$21.54

15

Journalism (5123)

This person counsels or assists directly with the regular
preparation of media releases, conducts research for news
stories or personally writes media stories for the Bear Aware
Program.

$23.88

16

Fruit Picker (8431)

Picking unwanted fruit and processing it.

$16.00

1

National Occupational Classification Code (NOC) - Human Development Canada

