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Introduction 
 
Revelstoke Bear Aware is a public education program, with the goal of reducing 
human/bear conflict in and around the City of Revelstoke.  The program is 
administered by the coordinator, who works with residents and the city, to 
identify, and eliminate or reduce, bear attractants within the community.   
 
The annual report is a detailed description of the coordinator’s activities and 
provides: 

• a description of the current situation with regards to human/bear conflict.  
• accountability to the community and financial contributors 
• a record, such that the program may be reviewed and new objectives 

addressed for the following year. 

 

Summary 
 
The year 2008 was a difficult year for bears in and around the Revelstoke area.  
The berry crop was strong at lower elevations, but poor higher up in the 
mountains, resulting in a large number of bears searching for food in town.  
Bears came into town in June and behaved boldly.  There were reports of a 
bear/bears ripping apart a shed to access garbage and even entering homes.  
Bear activity was quiet through the summer months until the last week of August 
through to the end of October, when bears were again actively searching for food 
in town.  Bears gained access to garbage, fruit and livestock.  
 
The provincial problem wildlife occurrence phone line received 162 calls (151 
involving black bears and 11 involving grizzly bears.)  Ten black bears and one 
grizzly bear were destroyed as a result of conflict.  Three grizzly bears were 
relocated.  The Revelstoke Bear Aware coordinator educated new residents and 
long term residents of their responsibility to secure attractants.  Through work on 
the City’s Waste Collection Strategy committee, a bear resistant garbage can 
pilot project was implemented, Bear Aware stickers were placed on dumpsters, 
and amendments to “Bear Smart” related bylaws are underway.   
 
The following table is a short summary of the coordinator’s activities in 2008.  A 
more detailed explanation may be found in the Program Delivery section of this 
report. 
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 Revelstoke Bear Aware 2008 Program Delivery Summary 

Volunteers Volunteers picked fruit, participated in door to door 
campaigns, and garbage tagging.  

10 individuals 
volunteered for a 
total of 37 hours. 

Door to Door 
Visits 

The coordinator conducted door to door visits to 
distribute brochures and information regarding bear 
activity.     

Delivery to 520 
homes  and 110 
contacts made. 

Information 
Displays and 
Presentations 

The Bear Aware public information display was set 
up at various community events and presentations 
were given. 

Approximately 1250 
contacts were made. 

Children’s 
Programs 

Presentations at 2 preschools and a number of 
other children’s programs. 
Letters to all of the schools. 
Presentation at one school assembly. 

500 children, 
teachers, and adults 
were reached.  

Media 
Presentations 

The following media coverage was utilized: 
• 6 newspaper articles, 
• 2 editorials and two news articles,  
• 1 radio interviews, 
• Radio advertisement  
• 200 brochures were handed out at events 
• public advisory brochure mailed to all residents.  
• 3400 garbage schedule brochures.  
• Website received 2651 visits 
• Ongoing ad on cable community  channel 
• Video “Staying safe in Bear Country” was 

available at  the local video store – out 26 times 
 

.  

Fruit Picking A fruit exchange was initiated, where fruit tree 
owners and fruit pickers were connected. 
Volunteers picked fruit for the program.  

8 large baskets of 
fruit provided to 
Community 
Connections Food 
Bank 

Garbage Tagging  11 Garbage taggings were completed in various 
neighbourhoods. In several areas, repeat offenders 
were not deterred by the stickers.   
  

 

 
Working with 
City Officials 

 
 
 

• 2007 annual report was presented to City 
Council. 

• Coordinator sitting on the city’s Waste 
Collection Strategy committee. 

• Council member sitting on Bear Management 
committee.   

 

Ongoing bear proof 
bins installed in 
parks, bear resistant 
garbage can pilot 
project, draft wildlife 
attract bylaw, 
“Composting in Bear 
Country” added to 
city’s website 

. 
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Community Profile 

 
Revelstoke is located adjacent to the Columbia River at the north end of upper 
Arrow Lake.  Five valleys join here: the Columbia River valley, the Illecillewaet 
River valley, the Jordan River valley and the Eagle River valley.  The Monashee 
Mountains border the community to the west and the Selkirk Mountains, containing 
Mount Revelstoke National Park, lie to the East.  Much of the surrounding 
mountain slopes provide prime black and grizzly food sources and shelter.  
Revelstoke is located in Bear Country! 
 

Historic Situation 
The relative isolation of Revelstoke and its proximity to bear habitat has 
contributed to a high number of bear/human conflicts in the past.  Over the ten 
year period between 1986 and 1996, 15 grizzlies and 266 black bears were 
destroyed in or near Revelstoke.  During the same period, 107 grizzlies and 54 
black bears were relocated. 
 
In September of 1994, the municipal landfill was protected with electric fencing.  
Prior to this, the garbage at the dump provided a major food source for bears, 
resulting in unnaturally high numbers of garbage habituated grizzly and black 
bears near Revelstoke.  The bears, already accustomed to feeding on garbage at 
the landfill, started to access alternate food sources within the city.  Groups of 
citizens voiced their concern about this situation and pressured the local 
governments to stop or reduce the destruction of bears within and around the city. 
 
In an effort to remedy this situation, local residents, agencies, organizations and 
various levels of government created the Bear Management Committee.  The goal 
of the committee was to develop strategies that would reduce bear/human conflicts 
and the unnecessary destruction of bears.   
 
In 1996 the committee acquired funding and created the position of Bear Aware 
Program Coordinator.   The role of the coordinator is to educate the citizens of 
Revelstoke on their responsibilities and the importance of identifying and reducing 
or eliminating bear attractants on their property.  In 2004 the Revelstoke Bear 
Aware program became a registered non-profit organization and now accepts 
donations, grants and in-kind contributions to achieve this goal. 
 
The program has now been operating consistently in Revelstoke for the past 12 
years and has proven to be very successful in reducing human/bear conflict.  The 
yearly average number of bears destroyed has been reduced from 27 to 7, since 
inception of the program. 
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Table 1:  This table shows bear management in Revelstoke 1986-2008 
 
 
 
Based on the success of the program, other communities in British Columbia 
began to show interest and similar programs have been initiated around the 
province.   This year the British Columbia Conservation Foundation is 
administering and providing financial support to 19 communities in British 
Columbia.  A provincial coordinator based in Williams Lake is supervising local 
coordinators in these communities, including Revelstoke. 
 

Current Situation  
The year 2008, was a year of high bear activity in Revelstoke and surrounding 
area.  The berry crop at lower elevations was strong, but at higher elevations was 
poor, resulting in a lack of natural food.  The failure of the berry crop at higher 
elevations may have been a result of slow recession of snow following a heavy 
snow pack year.  
 
Complaints to the provincial problem wildlife occurrence phone line began in June. 
The number of complaint calls was up from previous years, with a total of 162 
calls, 151 black bear related calls and 11 grizzly bear related calls.  Although the 
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increased number of people reporting bear activity is positive and encouraged, 
there would also appear to have been an increased level of bear activity overall. 
 
Table 1:  The number of bear complaints received to the provincial Problem 
Wildlife Occurrence line, 2005-2008 
 

Year  Black Bear Grizzly Bear  Total 
2005 48 2 50 
2006 143 4 147 
2007 136 7 143 
2008 151 11 162 

 
 
Bears were assessing garbage and behaving boldly.  A bear/bears ripped apart a 
shed and even entered two residents. The number of complaint calls in June was 
high compared with previous years.  The summer months were quiet.  Bears again 
began actively looking for food in town at the end of August and continued until the 
end of October.  Reports included bears entering trailer homes, sleeping on 
porches, eating garbage, plum trees, and gaining access to chickens.  The result 
was a large number of habituated and food conditioned bears. 
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Figure 2:  This figure shows the monthly distribution of bear complaint calls from 
2005-2008. 
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Sixteen bears came into conflict.  Of these bears, 13 bears were destroyed, 12 
black bears including one that was shot by a property owner, and one grizzly 
bear.  A grizzly sow and two cubs were successfully relocated.   
 
The grizzly bear that was destroyed was a young bear that had originated in 
Mount Revelstoke National Park.  The bear had been coming too close to people 
in the park, and had been captured, fitted with a telemetry collar and “hard 
released”, to be encouraged to leave the area.  The bear later found its way into 
Revelstoke.  The grizzly did not show wariness of people and began frequenting 
areas near a school and residential area. The bear was determined to be too 
great a threat to people and was destroyed.     
 
Using the complaint calls, it is possible to identify the major bear attractants this 
season.  In 93 of the complaint calls received, an attractant was identified.  The 
remaining calls were sightings only and are not included in this graph. 

Wildlife Attractants Noted for Revelstoke from Bear Complaint Calls 
to the Provincial Wildlife Occurance Phone Line 

52%
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4%

4%
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1%
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outdoor freezers
compost
birdfeeders
BBQ
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Figure 3:  This figure shows the bear attractants recorded from complaint calls in 
2008 
 
 
The high number of calls where garbage was an attractant is not a surprise, but 
the percentage of calls related to livestock was higher than expected.    It should 
be noted that a property owner is more likely to make a complaint call if a bear is 
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accessing livestock compared with garbage,  but shows that livestock is  a 
significant bear attractant that should be addressed in future years.   
 
The large number of bears coming into conflict and being destroyed this season 
is of great concern.  The previous three years, as observed in Table 1, have seen 
an increase in the number of bears needing to be destroyed.  Although these 
numbers are high, they are still significantly lower than the numbers seen prior to 
the inception of the Bear Aware program.  There is still much work and education 
of the Bear Aware message that is required.  
 

Program Delivery 
 

Public Displays and Presentations 
 
The following table details the public Bear Aware displays and Bear Aware 
presentations that were delivered in 2008, including the number of people 
contacted. 
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Table 2: Public displays and presentations in 2008:  

Date Event Details 

number of 
people 
attended 

March CBT Community Initiatives Community meeting 100

April 
Revelstoke City  
Council meeting 

Presentation of 2007 annual 
report 25

May Jumping Jack's preschool 
Presentation, songs, stories 
and a craft 22

May Farmer's Market Bear Aware display 75

May Chickadee Nature Festival 

Bear Aware display, music, 
bear cookies, stories and 
games. 130

May 
Community Center 
Preschool 

Presentation, songs, stories 
and a craft 25

June 

Friends of Mount 
Revelstoke and Glacier 
National Park - Junior 
Naturalist club 

Bear Aware display, music, 
stories and games 13

June 
Farmer's Market, and 
RAPP van visit 

Bear Aware display, 
Conservation Officer 
present, RAPP information 
given. 200

July  Timber Days Bear Aware display 250

July  
Revelstoke Mountain 
Resort 

Display, video "Staying Safe 
in Bear Country" 40

July  

Vic Van Isle and other 
contractors working at the 
resort 

3 presentations given -Bear 
Aware, and safety 
discussed. 95

July  

Okanogan Regional 
Library, summer reading 
program 

Bear Aware board game, 
story, city map 35

August 

Friends of Mount 
Revelstoke and Glacier 
National Park - Celebrate 
the summit Bear Aware display 200

September Arrow Heights School Bear Aware presentation 150

September Kokanee Fish Festival 
Bear Aware display, and 
game 125

September 

Community Connections 
Adult individualized 
Inclusion Program 

Bear Aware display, 
discussion regarding bear 
safety and attractants 15

October 
Revelstoke Museum - BC 
Conservation Tour Bear Aware display 250

    
  Total 1750
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Children’s Programming  
 
In response to high bear activity in June, a letter was delivered to all of the 
elementary schools expressing concern for children walking to and from school.  
 
The coordinator spoke at one of the school assemblies.  The children were aware 
of both how to avoid meeting a bear and what to do in the event of a bear 
encounter.  Each of the four elementary schools received a Bear Aware board 
game to have in their winter games room or classroom. 
 
The coordinator delivered the Bear Aware message to two of the local preschools 
and to a number of local clubs and children’s festivals including the Chickadee 
Nature festival, Kokanee Fish festival, Junior Naturalist’s club and Okanogan 
Regional Library summer reading club.  The presentations and displays were well 
received and reached approximately 500 children, teachers and adults. 
 

 
Figure 4: Display at the Chickadee Nature Festival 
 
 

Door to Door Campaign and Signage 
 
Using calls to the Revelstoke Bear Aware phone line and complaint calls to 
provincial problem wildlife occurrence phone line, the areas of high bear activity 
were identified.  A “Bear in Area” sign was placed in 6 areas identified as having 
high bear activity.  A Bear Aware pamphlet and homeowners guide was distributed 
to 520 households.   Approximately 120 residents were directly contacted. 
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New Residents 
 
While most long term residents have received the Bear Aware message, the 
coordinator tried to identify ways to reach new residents.  With the opening of 
Revelstoke Mountain Resort last year and construction projects associated with 
the resort, there has been an increase in new and temporary residents to the area.  
Many of the residents have come from other mountain communities and are aware 
of the Bear Aware message.   The coordinator received many calls from concerned 
new residents, who would like to be part of the Bear Aware program.  Although this 
is the case with many new comers, others are unaware of their responsibility to 
secure bear attractants, and how to behave in bear country. 
 
To reach as many new comers as possible, a Bear Aware letter and pamphlet was 
included in the Welcome Wagon package and the May, Bear Aware newspaper 
column was directed at new residents (see appendix 1).   At public displays, many 
people who asked questions were visiting or new to the community.  This was a 
good opportunity to explain the importance of securing attractants and how to 
behave living in bear country. 
 
Presentations given to Revelstoke Mountain Resort staff at the top of the 
mountain and to construction contractors working at the base of the hill also 
proved to be an effective way of reaching many new residents.  Many of the 
contractors were living temporally in the area, to work on projects and were not 
aware of bear attractants. 
 
 

Fruit Exchange Program 
 
A  Fruit Exchange program with the Community Connections Food Bank through 
the Provincial Food Share program was initiated earlier this year compared with 
last year.  In this program, fruit is picked by volunteers, where the resident is 
unable to pick the fruit themselves.  The volunteers receive some of the fruit for 
themselves and the remaining fruit is donated to the Community Connections Food 
Bank.  The program was advertised on the local newspaper’s website and through 
the coordinators monthly newspaper column (see appendix 2). As well, posters 
were placed on community boards and at local businesses (see appendix 3) and 
advertised on the local radio station.  Approximately 100 letters were distributed to 
residences with fruit trees.  The letters indicated how to manage fruit trees and 
provided information regarding the Fruit Exchange program.  
 
The program was very successful.  It was a win win situation.  The Community 
Connections Food Bank was pleased to receive 8 large baskets of plums, apples 
and pears, volunteers received fruit, and the fruit did not go to waste and was not 
consumed by bears!  The food bank and volunteers received a Bear Aware 
cookbook containing tasty fruit ideas. 
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Although the program was successful, there were more volunteers willing to pick 
fruit than the number of trees made available to pick.  In the future it would be 
valuable to increase the number of houses receiving letters and follow up with a 
door to door visit.  A list of houses with fruit trees was recorded and this list should 
be maintained and added to in the future. 
 

Garbage Tagging 
 
Currently the City of Revelstoke’s Garbage Collection bylaw, #1759 restricts 
garbage being placed on the curb to between the hours of 7am and 7pm on the 
day of collection 
 
To conduct a Garbage Tagging (formally “Garbage Raid”), the Bear  
Aware coordinator and volunteers go out the night before garbage day and tag 
garbage cans that have been placed on the curb.   A bright yellow sticker is 
paced on the can that states - “garbage attracts bears, store containers inside 
until collection day”.  Garbage tagging in previous years has shown high 
compliance to the bylaw, and few cans put out the night before. 
 

Garbage Tagging in 2008 

Area Date  
Number of garbage 
 cans out 

Southside Jun-31 13 
  Aug-10 11 
  Oct-06 11 
  Nov-04 15 
     
Arrow 
Heights Aug-14 16 
  Sep-21 11 
  Oct-05 1 
     
Central 
Revelstoke Oct-07 18 
  Nov-05 18 
     
Farwell Jun-29 14 
     
Columbia 
Park Oct-09 2 

Table 3:  This table shows the results of garbage tagging 
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Compared with previous years there was less compliance observed this bear 
season. This is likely due to the increase in new residents that may be unaware 
of the bylaw.  Another possible contributing factor is the change in collection time 
that occurred this year.  Garbage collection now begins one hour earlier at 
7:00am on the day of collection.   A resident, who had put her garbage out the 
night before, felt that she was unable to get up early enough in the morning to put 
her garbage out in time. 
 
In 2008, the city discontinued lane pick up.  Residents are now required to bring 
their garbage to the front for pick up.  This is positive, from a Bear Aware stand 
point, as it requires residents to consciously think about which day is garbage 
day, rather than just leave the garbage in the lane. 
 
There is also confusion around garbage day, which moves forward a day with 
each stat holiday.  Residents unaware of the change will put their garbage out a 
day early, and leave it there until the next day.  Garbage tagging was not done on 
weeks where there was a change in garbage day.  11 Garbage taggings where 
conducted in five different areas of the city.  Each tagging session was done 
between 9:00pm and 11:00pm to allow for comparison in results.  During one 
tagging session in Southside, 11 cans were observed and one bear!   
 
Garbage tagging in other communities has proven this method to be successful 
in deterred residents from putting out garbage the night before.  It should be 
noted, the number of residents putting out cans represent only a small 
percentage of residents in each area monitored.   A positive result was observed 
in Arrow Heights.  In Southside the residents that were putting the garbage out 
from week to week were different residents, but there were a group of 5 residents 
that despite tagging, did not comply and continued putting out their garbage the 
night before. 
 
In the future in would be beneficial for the Bear Aware coordinator to work more 
closely with bylaw enforcement.   If the home owner continues to show non 
compliance to the bylaw after their garbage can has been tagged they could be 
reported to bylaw enforcement. 
 

Media 

Radio  
 
One live radio interview was completed by the coordinator. In addition, an 
advertisement for the Fruit Exchange program was announced on the community 
information bulletin. 
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Newspaper 
 
Six newspaper articles were written by the coordinator and printed in the local 
newspaper, which were then picked up by several online publications as well.  In 
addition there were two letters written to the editor from concerned residents and 
two news stories.  Revelstoke Bear Aware also received media attention through 
City Council notes that appeared in the newspaper. 
 

Public Advisory 
 
Due to the high bear activity observed at the beginning of September, a Public 
Advisory was created and mailed to all residents (see appendix 4).   It was an 
effective tool to raise awareness. 
 

Internet 
 
The Revelstoke Bear Aware website continues to be a popular source of 
information, receiving 2651 visits at the end of November.  This is a greater than 
three fold increase, over last year, when the website received 762 visits. A 
Revelstoke Bear Aware Society director and volunteer, designed and updated the 
website, making it easier to navigate and presented information in a more 
attractive way. 
 
The coordinator prepared the information sheet:  “Composting in Bear Country”, 
which was available to the public at city hall and on the city’s website (see 
appendix 5 ).   
 

Financial Contributions 
 
The British Columbia Conservation Foundation provided funding for the 
coordinator’s training and salary from May 15 to December 31, 2008, for which 
the Revelstoke Bear Aware Society would like to express its sincere gratitude. 
 
The Columbia Basin Trust Community Initiatives program provided $10,000 
toward the Bear Aware program in 2008.  
 
The Bear Smart program provided $10,000 in funding to aid in leading 
Revelstoke to become a Bear Smart community. 
 
Funding was also provided from local businesses including, The Modern Bakery, 
Selkirk Tangiers and the Revelstoke Credit Union. 
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Table 4 – In-kind support received from volunteers in 2008. 
 
Local Volunteers 
Volunteers Activity Hours Value $10.00/hr 
        
Marco Pertici Fruit picking 6   
Michelle 
Gadbois Fruit picking 2  
Nadine 
Overwater 

Door to Door/ 
Pilot Project 7  

Leslie 
Henderson Door to Door 2   
Janette Vickers Fruit picking 4  

Simon Brittin 

fruit picking/ 
garbage 
tagging 3   

Alana Brittin 

Fruit picking/ 
Garbage 
tagging 3  

Heather Baker Fruit picking 4  
Don 
Frederickson Fruit picking 4  
Stefanie Kellock Fruit picking 2   
    

  

Total 
Volunteer 
hours  37 37 X $10 = $370 

 
Volunteer Society Members: 
Activity Hours Value/hr Total 
Book keeping 12 $30.00 $     360 
Website redesign and 
Maintenance 

57 $25.00 $   1425 

Reporting and 
finances 

15 $30.00 $     450 

5 Meetings, 5 
members 

3 hours/meeting 
75  

$25.00 $  1 875 

  Total: $  4 110 
 
                         Total in-kind value from Volunteers:  $ 4 480 
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Municipal Concerns 

Garbage 
 
Garbage continues to be the single largest attractant bringing bears into our 
community.  Bears accessed garbage on porches, in sheds, in carports and 
beside houses.  There are several large trailer parks in Revelstoke where 
garbage storage is a large concern.  It is not reasonable to ask someone to bring 
their garbage into their trailer home, when bears are going into trailer homes to 
access garbage.  One resident, in sheer frustration, put his garbage can on the 
top of his trailer home!   
 
Garbage is a huge problem and many residents are simply left with few options. 
The city’s Waste Collection Strategy Committee, is currently addressing this 
problem, which will be discussed in the Solid Waste Management section of this 
report. 
 
 

 
Figure 4:  Garbage that has been accessed by a bear 
 

Unmanaged Fruit Trees  
 
Unmanaged fruit trees continue to be a major attractant, bringing bears into our 
community.  There were reports of bears going from plum tree to plum tree in the 
Tum Tum, Southside and Arrow Heights neighbourhoods.  Residents have come 
to expect this each year and have become complacent in picking their plums 
early or as soon as they have ripen to prevent attracting bears.  In many cases 
the trees have not been pruned adequately and have become difficult to pick, 
leaving the high plums for the bears.  Some residents are sympathetic to the 
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hungry bears and don’t see the harm in supplying them with fruit.  Education 
needs to continue with regards to the danger of their actions. 
 
In some cases the large crop of fruit has lead to illegal dumping.  This was the 
case in September, when someone illegally dumped fruit on a bank in front of 
Mountain View  Elementary  school, resulting in the death of two black bears 
(see appendix 6). 
 
Expanding the Fruit Exchange program in future years would help to reduce fruit 
available to bears.  If a wildlife attractant bylaw is passed in the next year, this 
will also allow another avenue for deterring residents from not managing their 
fruit trees.  Other options that need to be explored include, fruit tree 
replacement/exchange programs, electric fencing and education regarding 
effective pruning to reduce unwanted fruit. 

Livestock 
 
As mentioned earlier in this report, chickens and other livestock, were a 
significant bear attractant in 2008.  Six of the 11 bears destroyed this year and 
the three grizzlies that were relocated had all come in contact with one of bees, 
chicken or livestock.  It should be noted that a property owner where livestock is 
being threatened is more likely to make a complaint call, compared with a bear 
accessing garbage.  But in any case, a bear that is allowed to access chicken is 
very difficult to deter and prevent from becoming food conditioned.  Providing 
property owners with information on use, construction and cost of electric fencing 
could be a useful tool in preventing bears from accessing livestock in the future. 
 

 
Figure 5: Chickens, a significant bear attractant. 
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Grain and CP Rail 
This year the coordinator received reports of bears feeding on spilt grain along 
the eastern assess of the CP rail yard.  When CP rail was approached, the grain 
was cleaned up.  Grain that spills on CP railways inside and outside of town is 
providing a food source to bears.  Bears feed on fermenting grain and become 
intoxicated and subsequently become a danger to themselves and to CP 
employees.  Spilled grain is a bear attractant that brings bears into our 
community.  It is important to address this concern and determine ways to 
minimize grain spillage and improve clean up protocols.   
 

Bear Smart 
 
Bear Smart is a provincial initiative aimed at communities reducing the amount of 
human/bear conflict by taking personal responsibility for change.  For the City of 
Revelstoke to become a “Bear Smart” community it is necessary for individuals, 
the city, the regional district and the provincial government to work together to 
address bear attractants in the community.   The program focuses on six criteria 
that a community must complete in order to achieve Bear Smart status: 
 

1. Prepare a bear hazard assessment of the community and surrounding area. 
2. Prepare a bear/human conflict management plan that is designed to 

address the bear hazards identified above.   
3. Revise planning and decision-making documents to be consistent with the 

bear/human conflict management plan. 
4. Implement a continuing education program, directed at all sectors of the 

community.   
5. Develop and maintain a bear-proof municipal solid waste management 

system. 
6. Implement “Bear Smart” bylaws prohibiting the provision of food to bears as 

a result of intent, neglect, or irresponsible management of attractants. 
 
At this point, no community in British Columbia has received “Bear Smart” status.  
 
In the past couple of years Revelstoke Bear Aware has made great strides 
toward completing the six criteria to achieve this goal. 
 
A bear hazard assessment and a bear/human conflict management plan were 
developed in 2005. These are living documents that need to be updated yearly 
as changes occur in the community.  In 2008 the coordinator compiled bear 
sightings and complaints for the previous three years.  Sightings were 
categorized by attractant present, sightings only and bears destroyed.  Parks 
Canada provided in-kind support and created a GIS map to visually show this 



Revelstoke Bear Aware Society Annual Report 2008 24

information.  Through meetings with the Conservation Officer we also included 
wildlife corridors and bear staging areas.  Two maps were created, one showing 
all sightings and density mapping using this information.  The other map shows 
density mapping for problem areas related to fruit and garbage.  The maps are in 
their final stages of completion. In 2009, the coordinator will use the information 
gained from these maps to update the current bear hazard assessment and 
bear/human conflict management plan. 
 
In 2006, the city included the Bear Aware Coordinator in the review of all Official 
Community Plan (OCP) documents.  The Bear Aware coordinator will continue to 
work with the city to ensure the city planning department considers Bear Smart 
practices in future development. 
 
The Bear Aware Program itself has been providing an education program in 
Revelstoke for twelve years which completes the fourth criteria for Bear Smart 
status. 
 
The final two criteria to achieve Bear Smart status- develop and maintain a bear 
proof municipal solid waste management system, and implement bear smart 
bylaws are currently being addressed by the City’s Waste Collection Strategy 
committee and are further detailed below. 
 
Although the people of Revelstoke are very familiar and receptive to the Bear 
Aware education message, there appears to be less of an understanding of the 
Bear Smart initiative.   Education through displays and community involvement, 
are needed to create understanding of the content and value and garner support 
for this initiative. 
 

Solid Waste Management 
 
The City of Revelstoke formed a Waste Collection Strategy committee in 
November 2007.  The coordinator is currently sitting on this committee 
representing Revelstoke Bear Aware.  The committee has established a vision 
and mission statement and created a number of strategy initiatives and goals to 
lead the community toward creating a Bear Smart solid waste management 
system.   
 
As a means of better understanding a way to achieve this goal, the coordinator 
looked at different options and provided information to the committee.  Strategies 
discussed included implementing a residential bear resistant garbage can pilot 
project and a review of current Bear Smart related bylaws. 
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Residential Bear Resistant Garbage Can Pilot Project 
 
Revelstoke Bear Aware and the City of Revelstoke are currently working together 
to pilot the use of residential bear resistant garbage cans.  Using Bear Smart 
funding, the Revelstoke Bear Aware Society purchased the 50 bear resistant 
garbage cans required for the pilot project. 
 
Johnson Heights trailer park was chosen for the study due to high bear activity in 
previous years, the relatively small number of homes in the trailer park and 
limited options for securing garbage.  The pilot project began on Oct 12, 2008, 
and will run for one year.  The purpose of the study is to answer the following 
questions:  
 

1. Is the bear resistant garbage can effective in reducing garbage available 
to bears and other wildlife? 

2. Do the residents like the cans and are they easy to use? 
3. Do refuse collectors find them easy to handle with the use of a semi 

automated lifter, during heavy snow months? 
4. Are they an effective and cost efficient way of creating a bear resistant 

residential solid waste management system throughout the city of 
Revelstoke? 

 
A pamphlet detailing the project was prepared by the coordinator for the 
residents taking part in the study (see appendix 7).  With the aid of a volunteer an 
education campaign was initiated. 
 
It is early in the pilot project, but the cans appear to be deterring bears in the 
area and are receiving support from the residents (see appendix 8). 
 

 
 
Figure 6:  Bear resistant garbage can 
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Bear Aware Dumpster Stickers and letters. 
 
The committee looked at a Bear Aware dumpster sticker that is currently being 
used in the city of Fernie.  The dumpster sticker reminds residents to secure 
dumpsters, not leave waste outside the dumpster, and to ensure that area is 
clean, odour free and maintained in such a manner as to not attract wildlife.  
Using the Fernie sticker as a template, Bresco Industries and the City of 
Revelstoke designed a dumpster sticker for Revelstoke and provided the 
coordinator with stickers (see appendix 9).   The stickers were placed on all of 
the dumpsters in town. 
 
The coordinator has received positive feedback from residents.  In one case, 
where the dumpster was still left open, someone placed an additional sign saying 
“Please close the dumpster”.  Bresco Industries also included a letter from 
Revelstoke Bear Aware to their customers. The letter informed customers how to 
maintain dumpsters in a manner as to avoid providing garbage to bears and 
other wildlife. 
 
 

Bylaw Amendments 
 
Currently Revelstoke has a curbside restriction bylaw in place. This is an 
important bylaw and is partially “Bear Smart”. The committee has reviewed the 
bylaw and made changes that would also require residents store their garbage in 
a secure manner outside of garbage collection days. 
 
The committee has also made amendments to the Unsightly Premises bylaw to 
include a wildlife attractant bylaw.  The bylaw would prohibit residents from 
storing or accumulating any wildlife attractants in such a way to attract wildlife.  
Wild life attractants would include unmanaged composts, unmanaged fruit trees 
and bird feeders. 
 
The committee is currently making final amendments to the bylaws and will bring 
them to City Council before the bear season next year. 
 
 

Bylaw Enforcement 
 
In 2008, the city hired an additional bylaw officer.  This action is welcomed by 
Revelstoke Bear Aware and was a recommendation in last year’s annual report.  



Revelstoke Bear Aware Society Annual Report 2008 27

During this season, a bylaw officer, used documents found in a bear’s garbage 
stash to identify the origin of the garbage. The residents involved were asked by 
the bylaw officer to clean up the garbage and to secure their garbage from bears. 
 
In the future it would be beneficial for the coordinator to work more closely with 
bylaw enforcement to identify areas where bears are accessing garbage and 
where residents are not adhering to curbside garbage restrictions. 
 

Future of Bear Aware  
 
The future of Bear Aware in Revelstoke is exciting!   
 
The work being done by the City’s Waste Collection committee and Revelstoke 
Bear Aware may lead to other options for residents with limited ability for 
securing garbage.  The bear resistant pilot project will be completed in 2009 and 
the information gained from the project will be useful in making recommendation 
to the City on how to proceed toward a Bear Smart solid waste management 
system.  The coordinator will continue to collect data from the pilot project and 
work with the residents in the piloted area. 
 
The amendments made to the Unsightly Premise and Wildlife Attractant bylaw 
and to the Garbage bylaw will be brought to City Council in the coming year.  If 
these bylaws are accepted, community wide education can begin.  Residents will 
need to be made aware of their responsibility for securing wildlife attractants.  A 
GIS mapping of fruit trees could be developed to aid bylaw enforcement with 
monitoring compliance of the bylaw. Revelstoke Bear Aware would work more 
closely with bylaw enforcement. 
 
Over the past couple of years there have been positive steps made toward 
achieving the provincial Bear Smart initiative.  The city has become more aware 
and supportive of this initiative.  Bear Aware is needed to advocate for 
completion of the steps required to become Bear Smart and to continually raise 
public awareness and garner support for the initiative. With the aid of the bear 
hazard map the coordinator will update the Bear Hazard Assessment and 
Bear/Human Conflict Management Plan in the coming year.  
 
Education of the Bear Aware message continues to be very important.  
As recreational development continues with Revelstoke Mountain Resort, there 
will be an increase in disturbance to wildlife living on Mount Mackenzie and 
surrounding area.  Education is of utmost importance to ensure that bears do not 
find attractants, creating a high potential for human/bear conflict. 
 
As the population of Revelstoke changes with an increase in new residents, 
visitors, and absentee owners or black window properties, it is important to 
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continual seek out new and innovative ways to reach this segment of the 
population. 
 
Although long time Revelstokians have been receiving the Bear Aware message 
for 12 years, and the majority know how to behave in bear country, there are still 
others that have grown complacent to seeing bears.  It is important to continue to 
educate on the importance of securing attractants. 
 
Many residents are very concerned about the high number of bears in the 
community over the past years.  Although the Bear Aware phone line and the 
Problem Wildlife Occurrence phone line received a large number of calls there 
were many residents that did not report sightings for fear that the bear would be 
destroyed.   It is necessary to dispel the misunderstanding that a phone call will 
result in the death of the bear.  The number of calls this season was higher 
compared to last, but the number of bears coming into conflict and needing to be 
destroyed was the same as last year.  The coordinator uses the information 
received from calls to identify where to target education campaigns.   It is when a 
sighting is not reported and bears are allowed to continue accessing garbage 
and fruit, that food conditioned and habituated bears are created.  This results in 
conflict and their ultimate demise. 
 
 

Recommendations for 2009 
 
The Revelstoke Bear Aware coordinator recommends the following actions for 
the upcoming year. 
 

• The coordinator continues to work with the city on the Waste Collection 
Strategy committee. 

• Provided amendments to the Garbage bylaw and Unsightly Premises 
bylaw are adopted by City Council, the Bear Aware coordinator works with 
the city to provide education to the residents regarding the new bylaws. 

• The coordinator targets Bear Aware education toward the city’s new 
residents, visitors and “black window” properties. 

• The coordinator continues to work with public works to gain information 
from the bear resistant garbage can pilot project. 

• The coordinator continues to work with city planners to ensure that 
planning and decision-making documents include the Bear Smart 
initiative. 

• The coordinator updates the bear hazard assessment and  
      bear/human conflict management plan. 
• Provided the Unsightly Premises bylaw is amended to require residents 

manage their fruit trees, the coordinator work with the city to add existing 
fruit trees to a GIS map, to allow for better monitoring. 
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• The coordinator continues to educate, and gain support for, the “Bear 
Smart” initiative. 

• The city reexamines the rotating garbage schedule and considers moving 
to a set day per area, to lessen confusion. 

• Revelstoke Bear Aware continues to foster a good relationship with the 
resort development team and work to make the development wildlife – 
proof in terms of solid waste, recycling and other bear attractants. 

• The bear management committee, the city and the coordinator continue to 
lobby the provincial government for long term program funding to provide 
for sustainability. 
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Appendices  

Appendix 1 – New residents newspaper article 
New to Bears? 
 
Are you hoping to see a bear?  Do you think they are cute and cuddly?  Are you new to 
town?  Maybe new to Canada? 
 
Bears are beautiful creatures, but they are wild animals that can be very dangerous. They 
deserve our respects.  If you see a bear, DON’T feed it, DON’T approach the bear and  
DON’T take the time to find your camera to take a picture.  Bears are fast, and can move 
up to 50 km/h.  An Olympic sprinter at top speed will hit 43 km/h. A bear can go from 
being far away to way too close in an instant.  The bear you are looking at may not be 
alone.  You may be standing between a mother bear and her cubs.  You may be 
threatening a food source, or have startled the bear.  What will the bear do?  Don’t stick 
around to find out!  Stop what you are doing. Without making eye contact, back away 
slowly, talking to the bear in a calm, quiet voice.  When you have safely left the area, call 
Bear Aware or the Conservation Officer wildlife occurrence phone line to report the 
sighting. For your safety, photos should always be taken from inside a building or car, 
from a distance using a telephoto lens. 
 
My name is Penny Page-Brittin, and I am the Revelstoke Bear Aware Coordinator.  My 
family and I moved to Revelstoke a year ago to live in this beautiful wilderness 
community.  My background is in biology and genetics and I have many years of 
camping and backpacking experience in the backcountry mountains of Western Canada.  
All of the precautions that are required to remain safe in the backcountry are all now 
necessary in our “Bear” country home. It is important to secure garbage and food and 
remove all bear attractants as well as making noise while traveling in densely treed areas 
or near streams where a bear might not see or hear you. 
 
Yes, you are now living in or visiting, Bear Country.  Revelstoke is surrounded by prime 
black and grizzly bear habitat with wildlife corridors passing though town.  Chances are 
you will see a bear at some point. 
 
My first experience seeing a bear in town was last September and unfortunately it was not 
a positive one.  I came a cross a black bear that had just been hit by a car on Airport Way.  
The bear had run out from behind a construction trailer to access an unmaintained apple 
tree on a vacant lot. The bear was hit by a passing car and unfortunately the bear was later 
shot due to its severe injuries.  It emphasized to me the need to secure and remove bear 
attractants.  By removing or managing attractants like garbage, fruit, pet food, bird seeds, 
and smelly composts, we are not only reducing the potential of human/ bear conflict, but 
bears will pass through or avoid town, and remain healthy, wild bears. 
 
Since moving to Revelstoke, I have found that everyone I meet, including the children, all 
have a bear story. I invite you, whether you have been living in Revelstoke for many 
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years or are new to town, to share your bear stories and photos.  Please send them to 
beaware@telus.net. 
 
Please remember: bears are beautiful, but they are wild animals. Do not feed them, do not 
approach them and please, secure all  bear attractants so that bears that find themselves in 
town, don’t find any reason to stay and will carry on. 
 
If you would like to learn more about Revelstoke Bear Aware, or how to secure bear 
attractants on your property, please visit our website at revelstokebearaware.org or 
contact the new Bear Aware phone line 837-8624 or beaware@telus.net.  I would be 
happy to hear from you. 
 
 
Penny Page-Brittin 
Revelstoke Bear Aware Coordinator 
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Appendix 2 – Fruit Exchange newspaper article 
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Appendix 3 – Fruit Exchange Poster 
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Appendix 4: Public Advisory 
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Appendix 5:  Composting in bear country 
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 Appendix 6 – News article 
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Appendix 7:  Pilot project pamphlet 
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Appendix 8:  Pilot Project newspaper article 
 
Bear resistant garbage bins being tested in Johnson Heights 
 
One Hour with a Grizzly.  That’s what is required for a garbage can to pass the test.  
Recently, residential garbage cans have become available that do in fact pass the test and  
meet provincial “Bear Smart” standards as “bear resistant”. The Revelstoke Bear Aware 
Society and the City of Revelstoke are currently testing these cans in Johnson Heights.  
The City’s Waste Collection Strategy committee has implementing a one year pilot 
project, to answer a number of questions:  Are they an effective means of reducing the 
number of bears entering our community?, Are they easy to use for residents and  refuse 
collectors?  Would they be an effective way of implementing a bear resistant solid waste 
management system in our City?  The pilot project began on October 14, with each 
household in Johnson Heights receiving a bear resistant garbage can.  During the first 
night of the pilot, a bear took off with one of the cans.  The bear dragged the can down 
into the ravine, clawed it up, ripped off the Bear Aware sticker (?smart bear), but did not 
get in!   Over the next couple of nights I received reports of  an angry, growling bear that 
was unable to access garbage and of a bear returning three times in the night and leaving 
unsuccessful.  The next week, a bear walked by a garbage can, stopped, looked and 
carried on. 
 
Johnson Heights was chosen for this pilot due to high bear activity in the past couple of 
years and limited ability to secure garbage.  In the fall of last year and during the bear 
season this year I was alerted to bear activity on a number of occasions.  The stories on my 
couple of trips to Johnson Height last season seemed to be endless and the number of 
garbage bags ripped apart, were plentiful.   
 
For one year, Johnson heights will be given the opportunity to be part of this very exciting 
and important study.  The residents of Johnson Heights will put out the bear resistant can, 
for curb-side pick up each week, secure all other attractants on their property, record any 
bear incidents and complete surveys during the study. 
 
When bears are not rewarded with food they will leave and move on to look for food 
elsewhere. It would appear that early in this study the cans seem to be deterring bears.    
Will the residents find the cans easy to use? Will the cans stand up to the cold winter 
weather?   Will refuse collectors find them easy to handle, not only during the bear season, 
but during Revelstoke’s heavy snow winter months.   
Time will tell. 
 
If you have any questions regarding this exciting pilot project, or would 
like further information about Revelstoke Bear Aware, or the City’s 
Waste Collection Strategy committee, please go to our website at 
www.revelstokebearaware.org or contact me at beaware@telus.net or 
250-837-8624 
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Appendix 9: Bear Aware dumpster sticker 
 

 


