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Summary 
 
In August of 2007 the writer of this report was hired by the Revelstoke Bear 
Aware Society and the British Columbia Conservation Foundation as Bear Aware 
Assistant to support the Revelstoke Bear Aware Coordinator with program 
delivery.  The assistant’s role was to work part time, under the supervision of the 
Coordinator, until the end of November at which time she assumed the 
Coordinator position. 
 
This season has been a particularly difficult year for bears in the city of 
Revelstoke. Due to a shortage of natural food, a high number of bears found their 
way into town.  Bears feasting on available garbage and unmanaged fruit trees, 
led to food-conditioned and habituated bears that came into conflict with people. 
The Conservation Officer Service received 139 complaint calls (129 involved 
black bears and 10 were grizzly bears)  in the Revelstoke area, resulting in the 
destruction of 11  black bears and no grizzly bears. 
 
Improper storage of garbage and unmanaged fruit trees, were the largest issues 
for the Bear Aware program. The majority of residents in Revelstoke are well 
educated in the Bear Aware message.  The problem arises with the few that don’t 
comply, and carelessly invite bears into our community.  City bylaw enforcement 
staff were extremely busy and understaffed so bylaws were not enforced to the 
point where they would effect change. 
 
Many residents were very concerned about the high number of bears in the 
community.  Although the Bear Aware phone line received a large number of 
calls, there were many residents that did not report sightings for fear that the bear 
would be destroyed.  It is necessary to dispel this misunderstanding.  It is when 
sightings are not reported and bears are allowed to continue feasting on fruit and 
garbage, food conditioned and habituated bears are created resulting in 
bear/human conflict and their ultimate demise. 
   
This report has been prepared, in part, using information provided by the 
previous Bear Aware Coordinator, Abby Pond, on Bear Aware Program activities 
during the first half of 2007.  
 

Community Profile 
 
Revelstoke is located adjacent to the Columbia River at the north end of upper 
Arrow Lake.  Five valleys join here: the Columbia River valley, the Illecillewaet 
River valley, the Jordan River valley and the Eagle River valley.  The Monashee 
Mountains border the community to the west and the Selkirk Mountains, 
containing Mount Revelstoke National Park, lie to the East.  Much of the 
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surrounding mountain slopes provide prime black and grizzly food sources and 
shelter.  Revelstoke is located in Bear Country! 
 
This relative isolation of Revelstoke and its proximity to bear habitat has 
contributed to a high number of bear-human conflicts in the past.  Over the ten 
year period between 1986 and 1996, 15 grizzlies and 266 black bears were 
destroyed in or near Revelstoke.  During the same period, 107 grizzlies and 54 
black bears were relocated. 
 
In September of 1994, the municipal landfill was protected with electric fencing.  
Prior to this, the garbage at the dump provided a major food source for bears, 
resulting in unnaturally high numbers of garbage habituated grizzly and black 
bears near Revelstoke.  The bears already accustomed to feeding on garbage at 
the landfill started to access alternate food sources within the city.  Groups of 
citizens voiced their concern about this situation and pressured the local 
governments to stop or reduce the destruction of bears within and around the 
city. 
 
In an effort to remedy this situation, local residents, agencies, organizations and 
various levels of government created the Bear Management Committee.  The 
goal of the committee was to develop strategies that would reduce bear-human 
conflicts and the unnecessary destruction of bears.   
 
In 1996 the committee acquired funding and created the position of Bear Aware 
Program Coordinator.   The role of the coordinator is to educate the citizens of 
Revelstoke on their responsibilities and the importance of identifying and 
reducing or eliminating bear attractants on their property.  In 2004 the Revelstoke 
Bear aware program became a registered non-profit organization and now 
accepts donations, grants and in-kind contributions to achieve this goal. 
 
The program has now been operating consistently in Revelstoke for the past 11 
years and has proven to be very successful in reducing human/bear conflict.  The 
yearly average number of bears destroyed has been reduced from 27 to 7 since 
inception of the program. 
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Based on the success of the program, other communities in British Columbia 
began to show interest and similar programs have been initiated around the 
province.   This year the British Columbia Conservation Foundation is 
administering and providing financial support to 19 communities in British 
Columbia.  A provincial coordinator based in Williams Lake is supervising local 
coordinators in these communities, including Revelstoke. 
 
Although the people of Revelstoke have now received over ten years of 
education and awareness has been achieved, many continue to demonstrate 
complacent behavior.  Residents are aware of bear attractants and what is 
necessary to keep bears out of town, and while the majority takes these steps, 
there are still residents who have not changed their behavior.  As well, a portion 
of the population is sympathetic to bears and feels that providing them with a 
“natural” food source in the form of fruit is beneficial. 
 
As was the case last year, 2007 had a large number of complaints and bear 
management responses in the city of Revelstoke  The year started off with a 
heavy snowpack, which combined with a dry summer and failed berry crop, drove 
bears into town in July, where they stayed until the end of October.  The bears 
found garbage that was improperly stored in people’s garages, sheds, carports 
and lawns.  The hot weather also produced a bumper crop of fruit in town, with 
reports of bears moving from one plum tree to the next. The bears were also 
eating mountain ash berries within the town. The result was a large number of 
habituated and food-conditioned bears coming into conflict.  The Conservation 
Officer Service received 139 complaint calls in the Revelstoke area, (129 
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involved black bears and 10 involved grizzly bears),  resulting in the destruction 
of 11 black bears and no grizzly bears. 
 
Garbage storage and fruit tree management remain the two largest issues for 
Revelstoke Bear Aware program. 
 

Number of  Bear Complaints Received (2007) 
Black Grizzly Total 
129 10 139 

Number of Bears Destroyed (2007) 
Black Grizzly Total 
11 0 11 
 

Was Bear Aware Effective? 
 
If the Bear Aware program did not exist in Revelstoke, the rates of bear mortality 
due to human conflict issues would be much greater, likely similar to levels  
prior to the existence of the program.  Having said that, the past two years have 
seen bear destruction figures increase greatly. 
 
Both 2006 and 2007 saw berry crop failures, which drove bears into town 
searching for food when natural sources were tapped out. This year in particular, 
there were a greater number of bears “behaving badly”.  That is to say, these 
bears were actively seeking food sources in broad daylight, showed no fear of 
humans, and displayed aggressive behavior toward humans (and pets as well).   
 
Also, the demographic of Revelstoke has changed significantly and quickly over 
the past two years as a result of the ski hill development.  New residents, part 
time residents, and absentee owners or “black window” properties were a 
problem in terms of bylaw compliance and fruit tree management.   
 
Garbage and fruit were once again the main attractants for bears.  A large 
number of “first time” resident offenders simply did not realize how to behave in 
bear country and quickly complied once educated.  However, problems arose 
with repeat offenders who did not change their behavior.  City bylaw enforcement 
staff were extremely busy and understaffed so bylaws were not enforced to the 
point where they would effect change.  
 
Due to inclement weather the Bear Aware Program was unable to attend the 
Kokanee Fish Festival as planned.  This was quite disappointing, as it is a great 
way to reach a large number of children and adults in a short period of time.  
 
The program was successful in educating a large number of residents and 
visitors through the media and displays at the Farmer’s market and CPR 
wellness fair. 
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With the addition of an assistant, the Bear Aware program was able to respond to 
more complaint calls with personal visits than in the past.  The assistant made 
identification of unmanaged fruit trees and education of fruit tree owners a 
priority; as a result fruit management saw moderate success for the first time in 
many years.   
 
A public advisory brochure, created and distributed in September, was an 
effective tool in creating public awareness.  As always, the local media were very 
supportive in getting the Bear Aware message out to the town. 
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Program Delivery 
Revelstoke Bear Aware 2007 Program Delivery Summary 

Volunteers Volunteers picked fruit, participated in door to door 
campaigns, manned the display at public events.  

9 individuals 
volunteered for a 
total of 74 hours of 
work. 

Door to Door 
Visits 

The coordinator and assistant conducted door to 
door visits to pass out brochures and information 
about bear activity.     

271 homes were 
contacted to date. 

Information 
Displays 

The Bear Aware public information display was set 
up at:       

                 Farmers Market  
                 CPR Wellness Fair 
                                 

 

Approximately 540 
contacts were made. 
 

School Programs The Bear Aware program was delivered to 3 school 
groups. The Kokanee Fish Festival was cancelled 
due to weather.  

200 children, 
teachers, and adults 
were reached.  

Media 
Presentations 

The following media coverage was utilized: 
9 newspaper articles, 
2 editorials and two news articles,  
3 radio interviews, 
2 newspaper advertisements,  

      289 brochures were handed out at events 
      4000 public advisory brochures printed and 
mailed       
      8000 garbage schedule brochures.  

.  

Fruit Picking A fruit exchange was created where fruit tree 
owners and fruit pickers were connected. 
Volunteers picked fruit for the program.  

Not many fruit tree 
owners took 
advantage. 

Garbage Raids 5 garbage raids completed in various 
neighbourhoods. In several areas, repeat offenders 
were not deterred by the stickers.   
  

Compliance with the 
city bylaw is very 
high in areas where 
garbage is not picked 
up in back alleys.  In 
back alleys, cans are 
often left at the curb 
all week long.  

 
Working with 
City Officials 

 
 
 

2006 report presented to city council. 
Bear Aware taking part in the solid waste 
management committee created to meet Bear 
Smart criteria. 
Council members sitting on management 
committee. 

Ongoing bear proof 
bins installed in 
parks; city budget 
discussions for solid 
waste mgt and bylaw 
enforcement.  

. 
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Unmanaged fruit tree identification 
 
Fruit remains the largest bear attractant in Revelstoke, particularly in the 
Southside and Arrow Heights neighborhoods.  In the fall, a Bear Aware 
homeowner guide and a letter was delivered to 28 houses containing unmanaged 
fruit trees.  The letter indicated the problem, ways to solve the problem, including 
information of a fruit exchange.  A week after letter delivery, the assistant drove 
by the same houses to determine whether the residents had taken action.  At 
about half of the houses the residents had picked their fruit.  One home owner 
contacted the assistant who arranged for her fruit to be picked.  The fruit not 
picked by homeowners was predominantly pears that ripen later in the fall.  This 
means of targeting unmanaged fruit trees was successful, and in the future 
should include more neighborhoods. 
 

 
 
Fallen plums – a common bear attractant 
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Fruit Exchange 
 
During September, a “fruit exchange program” was initiated.  Posters were 
placed on five community boards, an announcement was made on the local EZ 
Rock radio channel, and an ad was placed in the Revelstoke Times Review 
newspaper and on the cable TV community page.  Fruit was picked by 
volunteers, where the homeowner was unable to pick the fruit themselves.  The 
fruit was very much appreciated by the Community Connections Food Bank. The 
fruit exchange program did not get the response from home owners that was 
hoped.  In the future, advertisement of this program should begin much earlier in 
the season, along with more active recruitment of volunteers. 
 
 

Home owner guide distribution and signage 
 
Using calls to the Bear Aware line and complaints to the Conservation Officer 
Service, the areas of high bear activity were identified.  “Bear in Area” posters 
were placed at 12 different locations,   A Bear Aware pamphlet and homeowners’ 
guide was distributed to 441 households.  If garbage or unmanaged fruit trees 
were noted, a letter was included.  Posters were delivered to the 5 local 
campgrounds and 13 posters were distributed to West Kootenay Management for 
display at the 13 campgrounds that they manage. 
 
 

School Programs 
 
In September, a letter was distributed to all four elementary schools and the high 
school to remind teachers and students of the importance of safe behaviour in 
Bear Country. 
 
The assistant was invited to speak at Mount Begbie Elementary School at the 
morning assembly and spoke to 175 children about bear biology, bear safety and 
bear attractants.  The children enjoyed the presentation and had a lot of bear 
stories to share.  
 
The assistant was also given the opportunity to spend the morning with 23 
children in a grade three class at Arrow Heights Elementary.  This presentation 
kicked off the start of their Science unit on Bears.  The children enjoyed games 
and were very fascinated by the grizzly skull; black bear fur, and paw prints.  The 
mold of bear “poop” was also a hit. 
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Welcome Wagon 
 
To target newcomers to town, a letter and a home owner’s guides were provided 
to Marina Ozero from Welcome Wagon.  She distributed 96 packages to some of 
Revelstoke’s new residents. 
 

Media  
 

The Revelstoke Bear Aware program received a large amount of media attention 
this summer, due to the increase in conflicts.   

Radio Interviews 
Two live radio interviews were completed by the coordinator.  In addition, a 
number of public bulletins were issued whenever there was a bear spotted in a 
certain area, particularly around schools.  The local radio station was very 
cooperative and helpful in getting information out to the public.  

Newspaper Articles 
Nine articles written by the coordinator and assistant were printed in the local 
newspaper (which was then picked up by several online publications as well).  In 
addition, two new stories and two editorials were written by the editor and 
reporter in response to specific incidents over the course of the year.  The 
Revelstoke Times Review was a firm supporter of the Bear Aware program.  

Website 
The Bear Aware website continues to be a popular source of information, with 
762 visits made to the site this year. 
 

 

Financial Contributions 
 
The British Columbia Conservation Foundation provided part-time funding for the 
coordinator’s training and salary from May 15 to December 31, 2007, for which 
the Revelstoke Bear Aware Society would like to express its sincere gratitude. In 
addition, the BCCF provided a part-time assistant’s position, which was very 
beneficial to delivering the program.  
 
The Columbia Basin Trust Community Initiatives program provided $11,760 
toward the Bear Aware program in 2007.  
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The Columbia Basin Trust Environmental Initiatives program provided $1600 in 
funding for Bear Aware to attend two local festivals.  
 
The Bear Smart program provided $10,000 in funding for Revelstoke to complete 
the Bear Smart application process.  
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of Bear Aware programs throughout the province;  
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Volunteers 
 
2007 local volunteers included Michael Morris, April North, Simon Brittin, 
Catherine D., Jeff Moraal, Stephanie Seigel, Aaron Pond, Michell Cole and 
Shawn Filipchuk.   
 
The volunteer members of the Revelstoke Bear Aware Society include Loni 
Parker, Jackie Morris, Brian Gadbois, Susan Hall, Adam Christie, Marcia Woods, 
Peter Stent,  Nelli Richardson. The dedicated members of the Revelstoke Bear 
Aware Society give many hours of their time, without their persistence the 
program would not exist. 
 
Through volunteers’ efforts in picking many unmanaged fruit trees, at least 4 
large boxes of fruit were donated to the Community Connections Food Bank. 
 
After attending a city counsel meeting where Nelli Richardson, a city counselor 
and member of Revelstoke Bear Aware Society, expressed concern for the large 
number of bears in town, Shawn Filipchuk of Revelstoke cable TV, made ads for 
the Revelstoke Cable Pay for Advertising channel.  Shawn used information and 
photos from the Revelstoke Bear Aware website and made six high quality 
overlap ads.  Shawn was not asked to do this, but showed concern for the bears 
in town.  Shawn’s actions once again highlight the community’s support for the 
Bear Aware program. 
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Local Volunteers 
Volunteers Activity Hours Value $10.00/hr 
        
Michelle Cole fruit picking 3   
Michael Morris Door to Door 4  
Stephanie Seigel Fruit picking 5  
April North Fruit picking 18   
Aaron Pond Door to door 15  
Simon Brittin fruit picking 3   
Catherine D. Fruit picking 15  
Jeff Moraal Fruit picking 8  
Shawn  Filipchuk Cable TV ad 3  
        

  
Total Volunteer 
hours  74 74 X $10 = $740.00 

 
Volunteer Society Members: 
Activity Hours Value/hr Total 
Book keeping 12 $30.00 $   360 
Website Maintenance   5 $25.00 $   125 
Reporting and finances 15 $30.00 $   450 
5 Meetings, 5 members 3 hours/meeting $25.00 $1 875 
  Total: $2 810 
 
                                      Total in-kind value from Volunteers: $3550.00 
 
 
 

 

Bear Smart 
 
Bear Smart is a provincial initiative aimed at communities reducing the amount of 
human/bear conflict by taking personal responsibility for change.   The program 
focuses on six criteria that a community must complete in order to achieve Bear 
Smart Status: 
 

1. Prepare a bear hazard assessment of the community and surrounding area. 
2. Prepare a bear/human conflict management plan that is designed to 

address the bear hazards identified above.   
3. Revise planning and decision-making documents to be consistent with the 

bear/human conflict management plan. 
4. Implement a continuing education program, directed at all sectors of the 

community.   
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5. Develop and maintain a bear-proof municipal solid waste management 
system. 

6. Implement “Bear Smart” bylaws prohibiting the provision of food to bears as 
a result of intent, neglect, or irresponsible management of attractants. 

 
At this point, no community in British Columbia has received “Bear Smart” status.  
 
In the past couple of years the Coordinator has made great strides toward 
completing the six criteria to achieve “Bear Smart” status. 
 
A bear hazard assessment and a Bear/human conflict management plan have 
been developed and will be updated in the coming year. These are living 
documents that need to be updated yearly as changes occur in the community. 
 
In 2006, the city included the Bear Aware Coordinator in the review of all Official 
Community Plan (OCP) documents.  As a result, the Bear Aware program has 
influenced the writing of an OCP amendment for the Revelstoke Mountain Resort 
development to ensure all solid waste management systems will be bear-proof.  
The Bear Aware coordinator will continue to work with the city to ensure the city 
planning department considers Bear Smart practices in future development. 
 
The Bear Aware Program itself has been providing an education program in 
Revelstoke for eleven years which completes the fourth criteria for Bear Smart 
status. 
 
During 2007, The Bear Aware Society received funding from the Bear Smart 
Program to pursue completion of the final two criteria.  These funds will be used 
in 2008 to work toward this goal. 
 
Although the people of Revelstoke are very familiar and receptive to the Bear 
Aware education message, there appears to be less of an understanding of the 
Bear Smart initiative.   Education through displays and community involvement, 
are needed to create understanding of the content and value and garner support 
for this initiative. 
 
 

Municipal Concerns 
 
In order for the city of Revelstoke to truly become a “Bear Smart” community it is 
necessary for individuals, the city, the regional district and the provincial 
government to work together to address the concerns noted below. 
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Bear Smart Bylaws 

 
The city of Revelstoke currently has two bylaws that relate to garbage and bear 
attractants.  

• Bylaw #1759, Garbage Collection 
• Bylaw #1378, Unsightly Premises 
 

The Garbage Collection Bylaw #1759 restricts the curbside placement of garbage 
to between 7am to 7pm on the day of collection.  This bylaw is an important step 
toward creating a bear smart bylaw, however, there is no bylaw legislating secure 
storage of garbage on private property outside of these times.  As well, existing 
bylaws do not require dumpsters to be locked or bear proof.  
 
Secure storage of garbage outside of collection times is the largest issue 
concerning household waste in our community.  If garbage is left outside the 
house on a deck or in a carport, it becomes an attractant to a hungry bear in 
search of food.  In Johnson Heights this fall, bears found access to garbage at 
many locations.   On one occasion when the assistant visited this neighborhood, 
there was garbage torn apart at six different residences, and a bear had knocked 
down a fence to access garbage on a deck.  
 
An easily accessible “bear proof” location to drop garbage is required for people 
with limited options, or for weekend residents who need a place to put their 
garbage before heading out of town to their primary residence. 
 
Bylaw #1378 addresses unsightly premises and states that rubbish and filth may 
not accumulate on private property.  To meet Bear Smart criteria, the bylaw could 
be amended to require secure indoor garbage storage or use of approved 
animal- proof containers.  Furthermore, this bylaw could include a provision 
requiring timely removal of fruit from fruit trees on private property.  
 
Revelstoke has very strong bylaws that only need the minor changes noted 
above.  In reality, the problem comes with compliance and enforcement.  
 
 

Bylaw Enforcement 
 
Bylaw enforcement continues to be of concern to the Revelstoke Bear Aware 
Society.  The majority of residents in Revelstoke are well educated in the Bear 
Aware message and don’t want to attract bears to their neighbourhood.  The 
problem arises with the few that don’t comply, and carelessly invite bears into our 
community.  Currently Revelstoke has a soft enforcement policy regarding 
bylaws and does not have sufficient staff for enforcement.  Bylaw enforcement 
would set a precedent, and encourage compliance resulting in less garbage 
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available to bears and a safer community.  A number of communities in British 
Columbia, including Kamloops and Fernie, have passed a bylaw that requires the 
secure storage of garbage and have made a commitment to enforce this bylaw 
during the 2008 bear season. 
 
  

Municipal Waste Management 
.  
In November the city formed a Waste Collection Strategy committee.  The 
purpose of this committee was defined as: 
 
 “To develop a Waste Collection Strategy for Revelstoke, including a written plan 
guiding the community through the process of becoming a “Bear Smart” 
community.  The mandate will focus on proactive planning and action in order to 
maintain a responsible and effective waste collection program.” 
 
This is very encouraging news for Revelstoke Bear Aware.  The coordinator of 
Bear Aware is currently sitting on this committee.  The committee will be looking 
at different options for reducing bear attraction from municipal garbage including 
Bear Proof centralized bins and/or household bear resistant garbage cans in 
areas of high bear activity, or where few options exist for homeowners to secure 
their garbage. 
 
 

Grain and CP Rail 
 
This year the Bear Aware line received a number of calls regarding bears 
loitering around the rail yard and eating grain.  Grain that spills on CP railways 
inside and outside of town is providing a food source to bears.  Bears are 
feasting on fermenting grain and becoming intoxicated, and subsequently 
becoming a danger to themselves and to CP employees. A bear was destroyed 
this fall when becoming aggressive toward CP employees at the rail yard in town.  
Spilled grain is a bear attractant that is bringing bears into our community.  It is 
important to address this concern and determine ways to minimize grain spillage 
and improve clean up protocols.  Bear Aware has written a letter to CPR, and will 
work with them in the future to address these concerns. 
 
Unmanaged fruit trees 
 
Every year Bear Aware reports that unmanaged fruit trees continue to be a major 
bear attractant in town.  Many residents are complacent about management or 
are sympathetic to the hungry bears and don’t see the harm in supplying them 
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with fruit.  Education needs to continue with regards to the danger of their 
actions.  Options to reduce human/bear conflict need to be explored.  These 
include: a fruit tree replacement/exchange program, electric fencing and 
education regarding effective pruning to reduce unwanted fruit. 
 
Advertising earlier in the season may increase the number of people taking 
advantage of the fruit exchange program and the number of volunteers to assist 
with fruit picking.  With more participants and volunteers, a larger donation can 
be made to the Community Connections Food Bank. 
 
 
 

The Future of Bear Aware  
 
The statistics show the Revelstoke Bear Aware program has proven to be very 
effective over the past eleven years, but there is still much work to be done. 
 
The Revelstoke area is currently seeing more change than it has previously since 
the inception of the Bear Aware program.  The long anticipated and recent 
opening of Revelstoke Mountain Resort has brought significantly changes to the 
demographics of Revelstoke.  The increase in new residents, part time residents 
and “black window” properties pose new challenges for the Bear Aware Society.   
 
Revelstoke Mountain Resort is surrounded by prime black and grizzly bear 
habitat.  As recreational development continues, there will an increase in 
disturbance to wildlife living on Mount Mackenzie.  Education is of utmost 
importance to ensure that bears do not find attractants creating a high potential 
for human/bear conflict.   It is important to target this sector of people and 
educate on the bear aware message.   
 
The traditional need of the Bear Aware coordinator to provide education still 
exists, but the role has grown to include direct involvement in municipal concerns 
including city planning, solid waste management, and city bylaws as Bear Aware 
strives to achieve Bear Smart status for the community. 
 
The Revelstoke Bear Aware coordinator is actively working with the city’s Solid 
Waste Collection Strategy committee, to determine options to achieve a bear 
proof solid waste system and implement “Bear Smart” bylaws.  With the increase 
in development and high increase in property value Bear Aware will compete for 
the city’s attention with other issues such as affordable housing, sewage system 
expansion and upgrading, rezoning, and residential and commercial 
development.  Like solid waste management, these are all important areas for 
the city of Revelstoke to address and will challenge the city’s resources in future 
years.    
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Residents need to be further encouraged to report bear sightings.  The 
misunderstanding that calling Bear Aware will always result in the death of a bear 
needs to be dispelled.  The Revelstoke Bear Aware Society’s first priority is to 
educate the citizens of Revelstoke about the importance of reducing or 
eliminating bear attractants, to decrease bear/human conflict and keep our 
community safe. 
 

Recommendations for 2008 
 
The Bear Aware coordinator recommends the following actions for the upcoming 
year.  The first six recommendations should be given highest priority. 
 

1. That the municipality hires a bylaw enforcement officer in 2008, on a 
seasonal basis to address compliance with all city bylaws within the 
community. 

2. That Bylaw #1378 concerning unsightly premises be revised to address 
secure garbage storage between pickup times, and management of fruit 
trees. 

3. That the coordinator target Bear Aware education toward the city’s new 
residents, visitors, and “black window” properties. 

4. That the city provide a “bear proof” dumpster available 24hrs a day, for 
easy disposal of household garbage, primarily for weekend residents.  

5. That the Bear Aware coordinator works with the city to fund and implement  
a pilot bear-proof central bin and/or household bear resistant garbage can 
for the 2008 season with the option of expanding the program in following 
years.  The city and Bear Aware should consult as to the best locations for 
the pilot project. 

6. That Bear Aware continues to work with city planners to ensure that  a 
bylaw is implemented that requires all new development and subdivisions  
design for, and construct, a central bear proof  garbage  pick up system.  

  
The remaining recommendations should be given high priority. 
 

7. That  the coordinator continues to work with the city on the Waste     
Collection Strategy Committee. 

8. That the Bear management committee, the city of Revelstoke staff, and 
local gardeners/fruit growers discuss management options for the fruit tree 
attraction problem. 

9. That the coordinator continues to educate on, and gain support for, the 
“Bear Smart “initiative. 

10. That the city reexamines the rotating garbage schedule and consider 
moving to a set day per area schedule to lessen confusion. 

11. That, provided the city has a solid waste management document 
prepared, Revelstoke apply for Bear Smart status. 
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12. That the Bear Aware coordinator continue to foster a good relationship 
with the Resort  development team and work to make the development 
wildlife-proof in terms of solid waste, recycling and other bear attractants. 

13. That the Bear  Management committee, the city, and the coordinator 
continue to lobby the provincial government for long term program funding. 
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Appendix 

Sample Newspaper Articles 
 
Have the Bears Headed into their Dens? 
 
This is a question that I have been asked many times this past week.  The answer is No – 
not yet.  There have been bears spotted in all of our communities in the past couple of 
weeks.  There were black bears wandering in Southside and Columbia Park looking for 
some end of the season treats, a bear feasting on unpicked apples in Arrow Heights and 
many bears tearing apart garbage in Johnson Heights. 
 
The bears are hungry!  It’s pig-out time if you are a bear. In fall, a bear’s appetite 
increases; they eat three times what they eat in the summer.  A bear can spend up to 
twenty hours a day foraging for food and consume 15,000 to 20,000 calories per day. 
This is equivalent to about 300 apples or sixty hamburgers (but let’s make sure our bears 
don’t find apples and hamburgers).  This food is some of the last food they will eat before 
denning for 6 months.  During denning a bear’s heart rate drops, oxygen intake decreases  
and their body temperature drops.  A black bear can lose up to a quarter of their body 
weight during this time.  They are relying on increased fat reserves accumulated in the 
fall. 
 
We are getting closer, but denning time is still a few weeks away.  The bears are hungry 
and looking for food. 
 
Do you have any fruit, which you still haven’t picked?  Is your garbage secure?  Are you 
using the dumpster provided at your trailer park?  Please make sure that there are no 
attractants on your property.  Keep pet food inside, ensure your compost doesn’t smell 
and don’t put out bird feeders yet. 
 
Some people feel sorry for the hungry bears.  They don’t think there is anything wrong 
with feeding them.  When you feed bears, you are inviting them into our community, to 
where we live and our children play.  They will continue to come and you will create a 
dangerous, unpredictable bear and a public safety hazard to our community.  In British 
Columbia it is an offence to intentionally, or otherwise, feed dangerous wildlife such as 
bears, and you may be subject to clean up orders and fines. 
 
Let’s keep our community safe! 
When a hungry bear wanders through your property make sure they don’t find any last 
minute tasty treats. 
 
If you have any questions or would like further information about bear proofing your 
property, or about the Bear Aware fruit exchange, please call Revelstoke Bear Aware at 
837-5507 or beaware@telus.net.    Penny Page-Brittin, Revelstoke Bear Aware Assistant 
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Does idleness breed complacency?  
 
The summer weather is wreaking havoc with my productivity.  I’m not built for the heat, 
so I can’t imagine wandering around with a thick fur coat through insect-infested forests.  
It would definitely be enough to drive me into the shade of a Revelstoke backyard.  
 
What lives in your backyard?  Cherry trees, plum trees, peaches and children’s toys?  A 
vegetable garden?  A particularly odiferous compost pile?  All of these things may be 
appealing to a bear looking for a little in-town vacation, even the children’s toys! 
 
As we languish about in the heat, losing our ambition to work during daylight hours, it is 
important to remember that the areas in which we recreate are also appealing to bears.  
Do what you can to reduce the likelihood of either attracting a bear into your yard or 
meeting one while you’re out and about.  
 
In your yard, bear safety is simple: if a bear will eat it, make sure that it isn’t available to 
be eaten.  Own a cherry tree?  Pick the cherries and clean up the windfall daily.  Hey, the 
kids need something to do on their summer vacation!  If you are unable to eat or pick all 
your fruit, call Bear Aware at 837-5507 and we’ll arrange to pick and donate your fruit to 
the local Food Bank.  If you would like to help reduce attractants and take some lovely 
fruit home with you, please call and volunteer to pick the abundance of fruit that goes to 
waste every year in our community.   
 
Most of us are restricting our activities during the heat of the day.  Joggers, cyclists, 
walkers, swimmers, berry pickers and hikers are heading out earlier and later to avoid 
heatstroke.  While this is a great idea, we must also be vigilant; bears (and cougars) have 
also altered their schedules around the weather and love to frequent these areas as well.  
 
In forested areas, particularly around water and in thick brush, ensure that you make 
noise as you travel.  If you see fresh tracks or scat, leave the area immediately.  Berry 
patches are favourite hangouts as the huckleberries ripen; if you find yourself in a patch, 
move cautiously.  Most importantly, find a friend to go with you.  The more people with 
you, the more noise you make!   
 
Revelstoke Bear Aware can be reached by email at beaware@telus.net and by telephone 
at 837-5507.  If you see a bear, please call 1-877-952-7277.   
 
 
It’s time to clean up our act… 
 
 
August is on the wane, and September fast approaches.  For some, that means back to 
school, an end to vacation, and new challenges.  For me, it means the bears move into 
town and my phone starts to ring.  
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These past two weeks have seen a marked increase in bear sightings in Revelstoke.  I 
myself have met bears twice while walking on the Big Eddy Dyke.  There are bears being 
sighted in the Greenbelt area, the neighbourhood around the high school, Arrow Heights, 
Columbia Park, CPR Hill, Farwell, and everywhere else.  The bears have arrived.  What 
are you going to do about it?  
 
I ask you, because the survival of these bears, and the safety of our community, 
ultimately rests with you.  It is your responsibility to keep your garbage indoors, securely 
stored, until the morning of pickup day.  Not the night before, but the day it gets picked 
up.  A rock on the lid is not going to deter an animal that wants a meal.  It is also illegal, 
under city bylaw, to have your garbage out at any time other than on the day it is 
scheduled to be collected.  .   
 
If you are new to town, or have a short memory, there are things you need to learn about 
living in bear country.  Bears like to eat, and will go to great lengths to do so.  They will 
eat your garbage. They will lick your barbeque clean.  They will eat your birdseed, 
destroy your compost, knock over empty garbage cans in your carport, tear limbs and 
fruit from your trees, move into your backyard and pose a safety threat to everyone 
around you. 
 
Bears are not the enemy; ignorance, pity, and complacency are.  You might think nothing 
of hungry bear eating your fruit.  What happens when it wanders into your neighbour’s 
yard when their child is outside?  Are you willing to take responsibility for your actions 
then?  Prevention is much easier.   
 
I would like to ask you, as members of our community, to be responsible citizens.  Keep 
your garbage inside.  Pick your fruit (or call us, and we’ll pick it for you).  Secure your 
pet food, birdseed, compost, BBQ, and anything else you think a bear may eat.  Whether 
you are new to bear country or have lived here all your life, we all need to work together 
to keep our community safe and our wildlife thriving.  
 
If you have questions about bears, if you have seen a bear, or if you would like help 
picking your fruit, please contact Bear Aware at 837-5507 or beaware@telus.net.  Our 
website, www.revelstokebearaware.org, has plenty of information about bears, 
bearproofing, bear behaviour, and more.   
 
 
Over-Educating Our Bears 
 
If you haven’t seen a bear or heard a bear story in the last month, you must be living in a 
bubble. In the past two weeks, bears visited every single elementary school in our city.  
That’s the last place we want a bear, but it’s our actions that are luring them there. 
Unfortunately, we are teaching them lessons that are putting our children in danger and 
basically ensuring the bear’s destruction.   
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Exactly what have we taught these bears? We’ve taught them that it’s okay to come into 
our yards and eat our fruit. We’ve taught them that they can find a feast of garbage, 
because we leave it out and put it at the curb the night before pickup. We’ve taught them 
it’s okay to wander our town in daylight with no fear.   
 
We need to clean up our act, Revelstoke, before someone gets hurt.  Look at that fruit tree 
in your yard, and decide if you can face the consequences when a passerby is injured or 
killed because you attracted a bear into the neighbourhood.  When you break our city 
bylaw and put your garbage out before pickup day, ask yourself how you will feel when a 
child is hurt walking to school the next day.  How will you feel when the RCMP or the 
Conservation Officer is forced to shoot that bear because of your inaction?   
 
I am not trying to scare you; I am trying to spur you to action.  It is your responsibility to 
ensure bears are not getting food on your property.  Take responsibility and avoid 
liability.  
 
I’ve spoken with people who believe bears would not attack a human in this town (who 
are possibly the ones living in the aforementioned bubble).  They have already attacked 
and injured pets, and other close encounters have occurred.  Are you willing to risk lives 
so that a bear may eat in your backyard?   
 
I am asking you to pick your fruit and to keep your garbage indoors until pickup day.  If 
you own a business or have a dumpster on your property, make sure it is always closed 
and lock it at night. Feeding wildlife is a punishable offence under the Provincial Wildlife 
Act, and if you have attractants on your property, you can and will be charged.  
 
Unwanted fruit can be taken to the yard waste disposal on Westside Road.  If you have no 
secure place to store your garbage, you may drop your garbage in the dumpster at the 
Public Works yard on Victoria Road at no cost.  
 
Revelstoke Bear Aware can be reached at 837-5507 or beaware@telus.net.  Our website 
is www.revelstokebearaware.org.  
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Unmanaged fruit tree letter 
 

 

    Box 674 Revelstoke, BC V0E2S0 
(250) 837-5507               beaware@telus.net  

 
 

October 11, 2007 
 
Hello from Bear Aware! 
 
We have received several calls concerning a bear eating fruit in your area! 
 
Due to a shortage of natural food in the mountains this year there are an unusually high number of bears in 
town.  They are finding fruit and staying around.  Once a bear learns there are tasty fruit trees available, he 
will continue to come back.  Exposure to humans causes bears to lose their natural fear of people.  When 
this happens, bears become a potential threat and a public safety issue. 
 
We ask that you please: 

• Pick ripe fruit and fallen fruit daily 
• Consider replacing unwanted fruit trees with other trees 
• Prune your trees to limit the amount of fruit next year. 

 
We are currently working on a fruit exchange program.  If you don’t want your fruit, please consider 
allowing someone else who does, to come and pick it. 
 
In British Columbia, it is an offence to feed dangerous wildlife such as bears.  If bears continue to find food 
on your property, you can be issued a cleanup order under the Wildlife Act.  If ignored, it can result in fines 
ranging from $600 to thousands of dollars. 
 
Please read the information brochure I have included.  If you have any questions, or would like help in 
further bear proofing your property, you can contact me at 837-5507 or beaware@telus.net. 
 
Thank you for taking an interest in public safety.  I appreciate your efforts, and the whole town benefits 
from your actions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Penny Page-Brittin 
Revelstoke Bear Aware Assistant 



Revelstoke Bear Aware Society Annual Report 2007 - 27 -
   

Fruit exchange advertisement 
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Public Advisory     

 


