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Fruit Tree Decision Guide: Bear-Aware Management
Should I Keep My Fruit Tree?
Use this decision guide to determine whether to keep, modify, or remove your fruit tree to reduce bear attractants.
1. Can you reliably harvest ALL fruit every season?
→ YES: Go to Question 2
→ NO: Consider removing the tree, replacing it with a non-fruiting species, or using the Gleaning Program.
2. Is the tree small enough to safely access (ladder height or lower)?
→ YES: Go to Question 3
→ NO: Prune over time to reduce height OR consider removal/replacement.
3. Are you able to clean up fallen fruit (windfall) daily during fruit season?
→ YES: Go to Question 4
→ NO: High risk of bear attractant. Consider reducing fruit production or removing the tree.
4. Has the tree already attracted bears?
→ YES: Strongly consider removing fruit production (blossom removal) or replacing the tree.
→ NO: Continue proactive management.
5. Do you want to reduce risk further?
→ YES: Use early summer pruning and blossom removal to limit fruit production.
→ NO: Maintain tree carefully and monitor closely.
If You Decide NOT to Keep Your Fruit Tree
Safer Alternatives:
• Plant non-fruiting native trees (e.g., birch, aspen, conifers)
• Choose ornamental, non-edible varieties
• Focus on landscaping that does not attract wildlife
Support & Resources
• Revelstoke Bear Aware Society – 250-837-8624
• Gleaning Program – Volunteer fruit harvesting
• Local Arborists – Loki Tree Service, Revelstoke Tree Care
Key Message
If you can’t pick it, don’t grow it.
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