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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
This annual report describes the activities and initiatives of the Revelstoke Bear Aware
Society from 1st January 2015 to 31st December 2015 and provides:
-‐‑ A description of current human-bear conflict.
-‐‑ Accountability to the community and financial contributors.
-‐‑ A record for the Revelstoke Bear Aware Society.
The focus of Revelstoke Bear Aware in 2015 was threefold: to work towards the
development of a bear resistant garbage collection system; to reduce the availability of
garbage and unmanaged fruit to bears in the town; and to continue our diverse
outreach programs to reduce human-bear conflicts and educate the community about
reducing bear attractants.
2015 was a relatively quiet year for Revelstoke Bear Aware. There were 102 reports
concerning black bears and 2 reports concerning grizzly bears bringing the total number
of bear reports in Revelstoke and the surrounding Area B of the CSRD to 104 in 2015.
The Conservation Officer Service destroyed 1 black bear in 2015, and residents
destroyed two further bears. Two bears were destroyed as a result of becoming
conditioned to eating garbage; the other bear was destroyed as a result of repeatedly
breaking into a chicken coop. There were several incidents where bears destroyed
property and 3 confirmed cases of bears showing aggression towards humans. The
first sighting of a bear in 2015 was on the 24th of March and the last sighting was on
14th of December.
Garbage continues to be the number one attractant for bears in Revelstoke with 29
bear sightings associated with garbage as an attractant. Most reports that concerned
aggressive bears also concerned garbage.
The city has not yet chosen to implement a bear resistant garbage collection system in
Revelstoke. Revelstoke Bear Aware and the Conservation Officer Service agree that
implementation of a bear resistant garbage system must be a priority before there is an
incident concerning human safety. Revelstoke Bear Aware recommends that the
process of bear proofing the garbage system should begin in mobile home parks where
installation of centralized bear resistant bins is relatively easy and may even be more
cost effective per house than curbside pickup from every house.
Although unmanaged fruit trees are usually a common attractant for bears in
Revelstoke, this year fruit trees attracted relatively few bears. There were three
instances where bears attacked chicken coops. Pet food, compost, an outdoor freezer,
a barbecue, fertilizer, and grain on railway tracks were also reported as attracting bears
this season.
Revelstoke Bear Aware delivered 24 presentations, contributed to 3 City Council
meetings, attended 6 public events, and presented at 2 Garden Guru workshops. We
also held an electric fencing workshop soon after it was announced that using electric
fences to protect small livestock and fruit trees was an allowed activity within the city
limits. Through these events we reached a total 1323 people.
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A door-to-door campaign was conducted throughout the year and 372 houses were
visited with either a personal communication of information left at the door.
The Revelstoke Bear Aware website received 6845 visitors who collectively viewed
13,243 pages on the site. A Facebook page was created and ended the season with
more than 350 “likes”. Seventy-six posts were made to the page throughout the season
generating around 81,500 post views. Numerous posts regarding attractant
management and the Gleaning Project were made to the Stoke List (a community web
list). Revelstoke Bear Aware issued 6 press releases, had 9 articles published, and
gave 9 radio interviews.
The Gleaning Project collaborated with the Local Food Initiative (LFI) this year to collect
1580lb. of excess fruit from the community, of which 909lb. was donated to the food
bank as either fresh or preserved fruit. The role of Bear Aware was primarily to find the
fruit and provide a volunteer workforce through our door-to-door campaign and other
advertising strategies, while the LFI coordinator managed most of the harvest and the
preservation of the fruit.
Bear in Area lawn signs were again deployed in areas where bear activity had been
reported. Feedback continues to suggest that the signs are very effective at raising
awareness and reminding people to secure attractants. Signs were deployed 51 times
during the season, for an average of around 5 days at a time giving a total of 254
sign/days in 2015. In addition, signs were loaned to several campgrounds and resorts
so that staff could deploy signs when bears were seen in their area.
Garbage cans left out overnight in contravention of the Solid Waste and Recycling
Bylaw (#2006) were tagged with a sticker informing the owner that garbage is a bear
attractant and asking them to secure their can until collection day. Twenty-two garbage
cans were tagged in 2015.
Included in this report are recommendations for 2016. Key recommendations are
summarised below.
§
§
§
§
§
§

Revelstoke Bear Aware continues to implement an outreach program to educate
the residents of Revelstoke and newcomers about reducing human-bear conflict.
The City implements a bear resistant garbage collection system to replace the
current system, beginning with centralized bins for mobile home parks.
Revelstoke Bear Aware works with the City to provide education to residents
regarding a new bear resistant garbage collection system if such is installed.
City initiate a wildlife attractant bylaw covering garbage, unmanaged fruit,
birdfeeders, outdoor fridges and freezers, barbeques, pet food, chickens and
chicken feed, compost, and beehives.
Revelstoke Bear Aware continues its fruit attractant reduction strategies,
including encouraging the City to remove wild fruit trees from City property.
Revelstoke Bear Aware continues to urge the provincial government for the
return of at least one Conservation Officer stationed in Revelstoke.

The Revelstoke Bear Aware program is strongly supported by volunteers. This year 44
volunteers gave a total of 224 volunteer hours to Revelstoke Bear Aware.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION
The mission of Revelstoke Bear Aware is to reduce human-bear conflict through
education, cooperation, and active management initiatives in the community of
Revelstoke and surrounding area. The Revelstoke Bear Aware program has been
delivered in Revelstoke and surrounding area since 1996 with impressive results. The
annual average number of bears destroyed has been reduced from 27 to less than 7
since the program began. The Revelstoke Bear Aware program receives substantial
community-wide support.
1.1 Program Information
The focus of Revelstoke Bear Aware in 2015 was to push for the implementation of a
bear resistant garbage collection system in Revelstoke, to continue to work on the
reduction of unmanaged fruit to bears in the town, and to continue our diverse
education and outreach programs about reducing bear attractants.
This annual report describes the accomplishments of Revelstoke Bear Aware from the
1st of January 2015 to the 31st of December 2015.
Revelstoke Bear Aware is administered and implemented by a Community Coordinator
who is hired by the Revelstoke Bear Aware Society throughout the year. Sue Davies
has a Master of Science in Applied Ecology and a diverse background with experience
in fruit tree research, volunteer management, and funding acquisition.
The program was partially funded by various agencies including Columbia Basin Trust
(Community Initiatives Fund), BC Gaming, CP Rail, Revelstoke Credit Union,
Revelstoke Community Foundation, Bresco Industries, and Lush Cosmetics.
Lamplighter Campground, Williamson Lake Campground, West Kootenay Parks, Jade
Mountain Wellness, and Telus contributed to funding for educational materials, and
valuable in-kind support was received from Parks Canada, the Local Foods Initiative,
BC Hydro, the City of Revelstoke, the Conservation Officer Service, Columbia Shuswap
Regional District, and many individual volunteers.
1.2 Community Profile
Revelstoke is located adjacent to the Columbia River at the north end of upper Arrow
Lake. Four valleys intersect here; the Columbia River valley, the Illecillewaet River
valley, the Jordan River valley and the valley leading to Eagle Pass. The Monashee
Mountains border the community to the west and the Selkirk Mountains, containing
Mount Revelstoke National Park, lie to the east. Many of the surrounding mountain
slopes provide prime black and grizzly bear food sources and shelter. Revelstoke is
located in bear country. Consequently we have many bears of both species in the
vicinity, although our valley bottom location means that black bears are more common
in the town than grizzlies.
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Figure 1. Satellite image of Revelstoke and surrounding area. Source: Google Earth.

1.3 Historic Situation
The relative isolation of Revelstoke and its proximity to bear habitat has contributed to a
large number of human-bear conflicts in the past. Over the ten-year period between
1986 and 1996, 15 grizzlies and 266 black bears were destroyed in Revelstoke and the
surrounding area. During the same period, 107 grizzlies and 54 black bears were
relocated.
In September of 1994, the municipal landfill was protected with electric fencing for the
first time. Prior to this, the garbage at the landfill provided a major food source for
bears. This resulted in unnaturally high numbers of habituated and food conditioned
grizzly and black bears in and near Revelstoke. The bears, already accustomed to
feeding on garbage at the landfill, started to search for alternate food sources within the
city. Groups of citizens voiced their concern about this situation and pressured the local
governments to stop or reduce the destruction of bears within and around the city.
In an effort to remedy this situation, local residents, agencies, organizations, and
various levels of government created the Bear Management Committee. The goal of
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the committee was to develop strategies that would reduce human-bear conflicts,
increase public safety, and reduce the unnecessary destruction of bears.
In 1996, the Bear Management Committee acquired funding and created the position of
Bear Aware Program Coordinator. The role of the coordinator is to educate the citizens
of Revelstoke about their responsibilities and the importance of identifying, managing,
or eliminating bear attractants on their property. In 2004, the Revelstoke Bear Aware
Society became a registered non-profit organization and now accepts donations, grants
and in-kind contributions to achieve this goal.
The program has now been operating consistently in Revelstoke for the past 20 years
and has proven to be very successful in reducing conflict between people and bears.
The average number of bears destroyed each year has been reduced from 27 to less
than 7 since inception of the program (Figure 2).
Based on the success of Revelstoke Bear Aware, other communities in British
Columbia began to show interest, and similar programs have been initiated around the
province. The British Columbia Conservation Foundation administers the WildSafeBC
program (which evolved out of the provincial Bear Aware program) and provides similar
education programs throughout BC.
Bear Management Actions in Revelstoke and
Surrounding Area 1986-2015
70
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60
50
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40
Grizzly bears
destroyed

30

Black bears
destroyed

20
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Figure 2. Bear management actions in Revelstoke and surrounding area 1986-2015.
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2.0 REPORTED BEAR SIGHTINGS AND BEAR MORTALITY DUE TO
HUMAN-BEAR CONFLICT IN 2015
Residents of Revelstoke and surrounding area are urged to report bear sightings to the
provincial Report All Poachers and Polluters (RAPP) Line and / or to Revelstoke Bear
Aware. Every sighting reported includes information about the location of the sighting,
the bear species involved, if there was property damage, and if a bear attractant was
noted (i.e. garbage, fruit tree, compost, livestock, birdfeeders, outdoor freezers and
fridges, or barbeques etc.).
2015 was a quiet year for bear activity in Revelstoke and the surrounding area. Wild
food was consistently present and relatively abundant. There were a total of 104 bear
sightings reported to the RAPP line and to Revelstoke Bear Aware, with reports related
to both black bear and grizzly bear activity.
Table 1. The total number of bear sightings reported to the RAPP line and Revelstoke Bear
Aware between 2005 and 2015.

Year

Total Bear Sightings Reported

2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015

50
147
143
162
34
212
221
125
41
305
104

2.1 Reported Black Bear Sightings and Mortality Results
In 2015 there were 102 reports regarding black bears made to the RAPP line and to
Revelstoke Bear Aware. A resident destroyed a young black bear early in the season,
which was probably an orphaned cub from last year. The bear was destroyed after
breaking into a house and chicken coop. Both the Conservation Officer and another
private resident destroyed one black bear each after separate incidents concerning
garbage.
This season saw many bears hit by traffic on the roads around Revelstoke. There were
also several reports of bears being injured but still mobile. At least 4 reportedly injured
bears foraged for some time in different parts of town during the season.
The first reported black bear sighting in 2015 was on March 24th and the last reported
sighting was on December 14th.
9
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Figure 3. An image captured by Leif Edwardson shows a healthy black bear passing through
town in early spring 2015.

Table 2 summarizes reports concerning black bears received by the RAPP line and
Revelstoke Bear Aware between 2005 and 2015. It also summarizes black bear
mortality during this period in Revelstoke and surrounding area.
Table 2. The number of reports concerning black bears and black bear mortality, between 2005
and 2015 in Revelstoke and surrounding area.

Year

Reports Concerning Black Bears

Black Bear Mortality

2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015

48
143
136
151
34
212
212
119
39
302
102

3
11
11
12
2
6
10
1
2
10
3
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2.2 Reported Grizzly Bear Sightings and Mortality Results
There were 2 reports concerning grizzly bears to the RAPP line and Revelstoke Bear
Aware and no grizzly bears were destroyed in 2015. The number of grizzly bears
destroyed in Revelstoke and surrounding area per year has been minimal, with two
bears destroyed between 2005 and 2015 and none destroyed this year.
Table 3 summarizes reports concerning grizzly bears received by the RAPP line and
Revelstoke Bear Aware between 2005 and 2015. It also summarizes grizzly bear
mortality during this period in Revelstoke and surrounding area.
Table 3. The number of reports concerning grizzly bears and grizzly bear mortality, between
2005 and 2015 in Revelstoke and surrounding area.

Year

Reports Concerning Grizzly Bears

Grizzly Bear Mortality

2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015

2
4
7
11
0
0
9
6
2
3
2

0
0
0
1
0
0
0
1
0
0
0

3.0 BEAR ATTRACTANTS
Each report to the RAPP line or Revelstoke Bear Aware details if it was a ‘sighting only’
or if a bear attractant was involved; garbage, fruit tree, livestock, pet food, outdoor
freezers and fridges, compost, birdfeeders, BBQ’s, beehives, vegetable gardens, spilled
grain on the train tracks, or salmon at Bridge Creek (Table 4).
Table 4. Bear attractants reported between 2008 and 2015 in Revelstoke and surrounding area.

Attractant Reported

2008

2009

2010

2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

Garbage

48

12

76

70

28

10

69

29

Fruit Trees

17

3

20

19

1

5

57

6

Livestock

11

1

5

4

1

0

4

4

Pet Food

4

1

2

0

0

2

3

1

Outdoor Freezers

4

1

2

2

1

0

3

1

Compost

3

1

3

5

3

0

2

1
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Attractant Reported

2008

2009

2010

2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

Birdfeeders

3

3

1

3

0

1

2

0

BBQ

2

0

0

0

1

0

0

1

Beehives

1

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Vegetable Garden

1

0

2

1

0

0

1

0

Grain on Train Tracks

n/a

0

3

0

0

0

4

1

Kokanee, Bridge Creek

n/a

0

1

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

1

5

1

62

14

99

112

72

22

143

57

Other
Sighting Only

Garbage continues to be the greatest bear attractant in Revelstoke mostly due to
garbage being stored in wildlife accessible areas such as on porches and by back
doors. Few incidents occurred where bears accessed garbage put out for collection.
Many people do not have secure storage for their garbage and should keep all
foodstuffs frozen until collection day. However, there are still a significant proportion of
people leaving their garbage accessible to bears even though they have garages or
sheds that could be used to secure it. Proactive action by the bylaw or conservation
officer may be required to enforce the Solid Waste and Recycling bylaw, which states
that garbage must be secured from wildlife.
Fruit trees caused relatively little concern this year, probably due to several factors
including the relative abundance of wild foods, the relatively short and light-fruiting
season of garden-variety fruit trees, and to the combined efforts of Bear Aware and the
Local Foods Initiative who worked hard to ensure that all ripe fruit was harvested in a
timely manner.
Bears broke into several chicken coops this season and killed chickens on at least 4
occasions. However, three of these occasions involved the same bear, and the same
chicken coop. Eventually the resident destroyed this bear. This year the City enacted a
backyard hen bylaw allowing the keeping of up to 5 hens per household and recommending the use of electric fences to ensure the security of the hens against bear
attacks. In October 2015 Bear Aware hosted Gillian Sanders of Kaslo WildSafeBC to
present an instructional workshop on how to correctly install and maintain predatorproof electric fences. Ms Sanders was sponsored by Columbia Basin Trust to provide
electric fencing workshops throughout the Columbia Basin.
Bridge creek continues to have few or no kokanee and no bears were reported in the
area. So far there have been few developments in the plan to revitalize the streambed
to increase kokanee spawning to a level equivalent to a natural stream.
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Figure 4. Graph showing bear attractants in Revelstoke and surrounding area, 2015.

There were minor instances of property damage, including a cub that entered a house
through a dog door, and some fences and chicken coops that were damaged by bears.
There were 4 reports of bears that appeared habituated to humans and were very
unconcerned in the presence of honking horns etc., and 5 reports of bears showing
aggression to people, growling and or bluff charging. In one instance a CPR worker
surprised a bear and cub that were feeding on grain on the tracks. The bear charged
the worker before retreating. The worker was not seriously harmed.

4.0 PROGRAM DELIVERY
4.1 Public Displays, Presentations, and Festivals
Revelstoke Bear Aware attended 6 public events including the community Farmers
Market, The Show ’n’ Shine vintage car show, the Axis Mundi Harvest Festival, and
Timber Days. We also delivered 10 classroom presentations, and 12 small-group
activity sessions to grade 1-2 children at the Kokanee Fish Festival. We continued our
association with the NCES contributing bear aware messaging to their Garden Guru
series of workshops throughout the summer. Revelstoke Bear Aware also presented
our message to the international students at Revelstoke Secondary School. Bear
13
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Aware attended several public meetings regarding the new chicken bylaw and
presented our 2014 annual report to the City Council.
Through these presentations and events a total 1,323 people were reached. Table 5
provides details of the presentations, events and festivals and the number of people
who attended each event.
Table 5: Public displays and presentations in 2015

People in
Attendance

Date

Event

Details

February

City council
2014 Annual Report

Presentation

22

March

CBT community meeting

Presentation

134

Contribution

18

Presentation

92

Contribution

9

May
May
May
June

Garden Guru Fruit tree planting
Begbie View GR 5- 7
plus international
CSRD Composting
Workshop
Farmers market Show ‘n Shine

Public display

173

June

City APIC committee

Contribution

9

July

Garden Guru Managing fruit trees

Contribution

10

July

Junior Naturalists

Presentations x 2

23

July

Farmers market

Public display

93

August

Public hearing - backyard
hens

Contribution

23

August

Farmers market

Public display

182

September Timber Days

Public display

118

September International students

Presentation

15

September Axis Mundi festival

Public display

157

September Kokanee Fish Festival

12 small-group
presentations

129

October
14

Recreation Centre
preschool

Presentation
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People in
Attendance

Date

Event

Details

October

Begbie View elementary
kindergarten

Presentations x 2

38

October

Electric fence workshop

Workshop presented by
Gillian Sanders

12

October

Jumping Jacks preschool

Presentation

15

Presentation

20

Presentation

17

November
November

Columbia Park
elementary kindergarten
Stepping Stones
preschool

Total

1323

Figure 5. Our coordinator hosts a public display booth at the Axis Mundi Harvest Festival.

4.2 Waste Management
Garbage is consistently available to bears in Revelstoke and was again the number one
bear attractant in 2015. In most cases bears access garbage while it is being stored in
places that are accessible to wildlife, such as on front porches and by back doors.
In some cases people do not have access to secure garbage storage. If this is the
case, Bear Aware advocates freezing all food items until collection day and then putting
out the frozen food with the garbage. Many people are resistant to this option as it
15
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takes up valuable space in their freezer or they have an aversion to freezing waste.
There are also many instances of people who do have access to secure storage such
as sheds or garages but who do not use it.
Revelstoke’s Solid Waste and Recycling bylaw (#2006) states that garbage must be
secured from wildlife while not at the curb. However there has historically been little
enforcement of this bylaw. In 2015, bylaw officers and conservation officers worked
together to enforce the bylaw in high conflict areas identified by Bear Aware. These
areas included the area between Barry St and Moss St, the forested area between Park
Drive and Forest Drive in Arrow Heights, and the area between Viers Crescent and
Bernard Nelson Crescent in Columbia Park. Several warnings were issued to residents
in these areas.
Most instances of bears becoming aggressive or damaging property are associated
with bears having accessed garbage on a regular basis. There is considerable concern
that these sorts of conflicts may result in human injury if garbage continues to be
accessible to bears in the future.
The City has begun research into the most suitable bear resistant system for garbage
collection in Revelstoke, however a decision has not yet been made to adopt any of the
possible systems identified. The continued delay in adopting a bear resistant garbage
system may result in public safety issues.
Conservation officers presented their concerns about our solid waste management to
City Council in December. They recommended that solid waste management be made
bear resistant and that this change be made before there is a serious incident in
Revelstoke. They made several observations including: 1) the needed revamp of the
Revelstoke solid waste management system makes this the perfect time to make the
change to a bear resistant system; and 2) the change could be begun in some of the
mobile home parks, where switching to centralized bear proof garbage containers is
relatively easy and could even reduce overall costs of garbage collection. The Husky
Mobile Home park in Golden, with historically high bear conflict levels, will soon be
converted to a centralized bear proof bin system. Bear Aware will follow developments
in this mobile home park and report back to the City.
A preliminary cost calculation for converting Revelstoke’s City Trailer Park, located at
1200 Oscar Street, suggests that, for the approximately 80 homes in the park, using
one centralized bin could reduce costs from $112.99 to $99.04 per house per year.
In 2015 the City reduced the allowable amount of garbage from 2 x 77 litre cans to 1 x
77 litre can per week per household. The City also made a request for proposals for
private curbside collection of the city’s residential garbage. None of the received
proposals were more cost effective than the in-house collection system. There was one
proposal for automated bear proof collection, however this was more expensive than
the other proposals and was rejected. Residential curbside garbage collection will
remain in-house for now but as of writing this report it is not yet known what form the
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new collection system will take or whether it will be bear resistant in any way. A
decision regarding a new garbage truck has not yet been made.

Figure 6. Local cartoonist Rob Buchanan’s take on bears and the potential new garbage
collection system (Revelstoke Review, May 6th)

Recycling continues to be a low risk attractant to bears in Revelstoke. There were no
reports of bears being attracted to recycling in 2015.
Currently, the Solid Waste & Recycling Bylaw (# 2006) allows garbage and recycling to
be placed at the curb only between the hours of 6am and midnight on the day of
collection and states that garbage and recycling containers must be secured against
wildlife when not at the curb. The Ticket Information Utilization Bylaw (# 1780) was
updated in 2015 to provide tickets for Bylaw Officers to enforce Bylaw # 2006.
4.3 Door-to-door
A door-to-door campaign was mounted in 2015 and 372 houses were visited. Each
residence received information about being bear aware and some residences received
cautions about complying with wildlife attractant laws and the Revelstoke garbage
bylaw. Houses where fruit trees were evident also received information about the
Gleaning Project and the necessity of harvesting fruit as soon as it is ripe.
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4.4 The Gleaning Project
The Gleaning Project gathers surplus fruits from the community, helping to reduce bear
attractants. Residents with excess fruit can contact Revelstoke Bear Aware to arrange
volunteers to harvest the fruit. The volunteers receive some of the fruit and the
remaining fruit is donated to Community Connections Food Bank. The project also
invites all residents to donate their extra fruit, berries and vegetables directly to the
Food Bank.
During this year’s door-to-door campaign many houses were visited during the fruit
season simply because they had visible fruit trees in their yards. In these instances
information about harvesting ripe fruit was given and the homeowner was asked if they
would like to participate in the Gleaning Project. Eight new properties were directed to
the Gleaning Project and a further 19 property owners harvested their own fruit due to
these face-to-face visits.
The program was advertised through posters, a radio talkback show, and through
posting on the Stoke List (a community web list) and the Bear Aware Facebook page.
•
•
•
•
•

14 properties were gleaned by the project in 2015,
1580 lb. of fruit was harvested,
909 lb. went to the Food Bank; 694 lb. of which was preserved before donation,
531 lb. of fruit went to the volunteers who harvested it,
31 volunteers collectively donated 152 hours to the project during the season.

The Gleaning Project collaborated with the Local Food Initiative (LFI) this year to
harvest and preserve Revelstoke’s fresh fruit. The role of Bear Aware was primarily to
provide a volunteer workforce and to seek out the properties that required harvesting
through our door-to-door campaign and other advertising strategies, while the LFI
coordinator managed the volunteers during harvest and preservation of the fruit.

Figure 7. Plums harvested to prevent them attracting bears, headed for the Food Bank.

4.5 Garbage tagging
Garbage cans left out overnight attract bears. In 2012 a new bylaw (Solid Waste and
Recycling Bylaw #2006) was adopted. It states that garbage cans must be secured
against wildlife until 6 am on the morning of collection and re-secured by midnight that
same day.
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Cans left at the curb overnight in contravention of the bylaw were tagged with a sticker
informing the owner that garbage is a bear attractant and asking them to secure their
can until collection day. Garbage surveys were made for each of the 5 collection
rounds during the fall. Twenty-two garbage cans were tagged in 2015. Door-to-door
visits were made the following day to residents who had left their cans out. Information
was left regarding the garbage bylaw at each of these residences.
4.6 Bear in Area Signs
Bear in Area lawn signs were again deployed to areas where bear activity was reported.
Signs were deployed at 51 locations during the season for an average of 5 days each,
giving a total of 254 sign/days in 2015. Feedback from school students during
presentations suggests that the signs continue to be an effective way of: 1) letting
people know where bears are active, and 2) reminding people to secure bear
attractants in the immediate area of bear foraging.

5.0 MEDIA
5.1 Revelstoke Bear Aware Website
The Revelstoke Bear Aware website (www.revelstokebearaware.org) continues to
provide a strongly informative resource for Revelstoke residents. There were 6,845
separate users who visited the Revelstoke Bear Aware website over the season, with
13,243 page views.
In 2015, Revelstoke Bear Aware collaborated with other agencies to increase the usage
of the Revelstoke Bear Aware website. The following agencies have links to
Revelstoke Bear Aware on their websites: The City of Revelstoke, CSRD, “Welcome to
Revelstoke” Guide, and the Revelstoke Current.
5.2 Facebook
This season Revelstoke Bear Aware began our own Facebook page. During the
season we gained more than 350 new “likes”. We posted 76 items during 2015,
generating around 81,500 post views for the season. The fast growth of our Facebook
page, the number of times information has been shared by other Facebook users, and
the high speed of information dissemination through this system makes Facebook an
excellent way to communicate almost real-time information about bear activity and
conflicts in Revelstoke.
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Figure 8. The new Revelstoke Bear Aware Facebook page generated around 81,500 views.

5.3 Newspaper
Revelstoke Bear Aware issued 6 press releases in 2015. Revelstoke has two weekly
newspapers, the Revelstoke Review and the Revelstoke Current as well as the
Revelstoke Mountaineer, an online reporting site. The local media are very supportive
of Revelstoke Bear Aware. In 2015, 9 articles written by Bear Aware were published
(Table 7). A further 7 articles written by others regarding Bear Aware issues or projects
were published. See Appendix 2 for full media releases.
Table 6. Revelstoke Bear Aware articles, 2015

Newspaper

Date

Article Title

Revelstoke Current

February 13

Bear Aware has 17 “recommended actions” in its
2014 annual report

Revelstoke Current

March 25

Lock up your trash! The bears are out!

Revelstoke Review

March 25

With bears out of hibernation, it's time to secure your
garbage

Revelstoke Current

April 21

The bears are coming, lock up your trash!

Revelstoke Current

May 13

We need a Conservation Officer in Revelstoke - call
the RAPP line to report bear conflicts.
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Newspaper

Date

Article Title

Revelstoke Current

June 24

Bear Aware using crowd-funding to raise cash and
awareness about human-bear conflicts

Revelstoke Review

June 29

Revelstoke Bear Aware launches crowd funding for
Gleaning Project

Revelstoke Current

August 24

Cougar seen repeatedly near QVH

Revelstoke Review

August 24

Cougar seen repeatedly in area near hospital

5.4 Radio
The coordinator was interviewed 9 times over the season by both EZ Rock radio and
Stoke FM. This included two live talkback shows on Stoke FM.
5.5 Advertising
In 2015, Revelstoke Bear Aware purchased print advertisements in the Revelstoke
Leisure Guide - summer and fall editions, and in the Reved Quarterly. Online
advertisements in the Current and the Review were also purchased for the AGM in April
and the electric fencing workshop in October. A “link button” is present on the Current
website throughout the year. Revelstoke Cable ran a bear awareness ad around 20
times per day during the summer and fall months. StokeFM advertising consisted of
ads running several times per day during the summer and especially leading up to the
electric fence workshop, and also several opportunities for the coordinator to appear on
the morning show discussing bear aware issues. Revelstoke Bear Aware also posted
advertisements on the Stoke List to promote particular events and general bear
awareness.
5.6 Video
The DVDs ‘Staying Safe in Bear Country’ and ‘Living in Bear Country’ are available to
loan from the library and may also be watched at the Parks Canada office by request.
5.7 Television
Six overlapping Bear Aware advertisements appear on Revelstoke Cable TV
advertising channel throughout the bear season. This advertisement runs 15 to 20
times a day between August and November.
5.8 Public Advisory
Due to the relatively low bear activity in 2015, no public advisory was issued this year.
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5.9 Other
Revelstoke Bear Aware was able to deliver its message through a variety of initiatives
in 2015 including letters and pamphlets in the Welcome Wagon and at the information
centre, on notice boards, at B&Bs, new citizen’s groups, and local businesses.
New rack cards were designed and printed in 2015. There are now two different types
of rack cards, both with a fresh new design. One of the rack cards is specifically
designed for householders and clearly states the most common bear attractants and
how to reduce conflict by managing them. The other card is specifically targeted at
campers and shows in both words and symbols how to avoid conflict with bears when
camping. The camper rack cards were distributed to all campsites in the area. Several
of the campsites in Revelstoke contributed funds especially for producing these camper
rack cards.
A Bear Aware logo appeared on the City garbage schedule encouraging residents to
secure their garbage during the months from April - November.

6.0 VOLUNTEERS
It would not have been possible to deliver the Revelstoke Bear Aware message to so
many members of the community without the support from volunteers. This year 44
volunteers gave a total of 224 volunteer hours to Revelstoke Bear Aware. The
members of the Revelstoke Bear Aware board volunteer many hours of their time to
provide support and guidance to the program. Members of the professional community
including biologists, conservation officers and city councillors volunteer their expertise
to advise the program. The Gleaning Project depends heavily on energetic fruit picking
volunteers to harvest large quantities of fruit during the summer and fall. This year the
Local Foods Initiative donated the services of a harvest manager to coordinate many of
the harvest days. The hourly wages below were calculated from the Provincial Bear
Aware Volunteer Program schedule.
Table 7. Revelstoke Bear Aware volunteers, 2015.

Activity

Volunteers

Fruit Picking

29

IT Support

Hourly Rate

Value

121

$16.00

$1936.00

1

1

$19.00

$19.00

Board Meeting/advisory

8

71

$19.00

$1349.00

Bookkeeping
Wildlife Expert

1
5

7
28

$16.00
$21.54

$112.00
$603.12

Totals

44

224

22
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$4019.12
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7.0 BEAR SMART
Bear Smart is a voluntary provincial initiative aimed at encouraging communities to
reduce the amount of conflict between people and bears by taking personal
responsibility for change. The province’s Bear Smart Program is described at
www.env.gov.bc.ca/wld/bearsmart.
To attain Bear Smart status Revelstoke needs only to commit to implementing a bear
resistant garbage collection system and to create a wildlife attractant bylaw that
includes all bear attractants.
Revelstoke Bear Aware continues to work towards becoming a bear smart community.
Recent steps toward becoming Bear Smart include:
•
•
•
•

Continuing to urge the City to implement a bear resistant solid waste collection
system.
Keeping the Bear Hazard Assessment updated every two years.
Regularly updating an interactive sightings map including 2015 data (available
on the website at revelstokebearaware.org/bear-sightings/map/).
Continuing to provide input into a various bylaws to ensure that Bear Aware
principles are included.

8.0 BARRIERS TO THE PROGRAM
Revelstoke Bear Aware has been very well received and supported by the residents of
Revelstoke, the City of Revelstoke, and Area B of Columbia Shuswap Regional District.
The support, both social and financial, from the community of Revelstoke has meant
that there were few barriers to the delivery of the program in 2015.
However, the lack of a local Conservation Officer has continued to be of concern. This
season residents destroyed at least two bears without calling on the Conservation
Officer. We believe that since the removal of the Conservation Officer position from
Revelstoke in December 2013, residents feel that they need to take care of themselves.
This is of concern and is just another reason why a local Conservation Officer needs to
be reinstated in Revelstoke.
Another barrier to the program is the continued lack of a bear resistant garbage
collection system. Garbage continues to be the main reason for human-bear conflict
and a bear resistant system would go a long way to removing garbage as an attractant.
A bear resistant garbage collection system requires a large financial outlay but
unfortunately the City has not yet made this commitment to reducing human-bear
conflict.
Revelstoke Bear Aware relies upon the financial support of sponsors and granting
agencies to achieve our goals and our presence in 2016 depends upon this support.
Please see the Acknowledgements section of this report for a list of our valued
sponsors.
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9.0 FUTURE OF THE PROGRAM
Revelstoke Bear Aware has now completed its 20th year of operating in Revelstoke and
surrounding area and has been very successful in raising awareness of bears and the
attractants that bring bears into our community.
Over the past few years, positive steps have been made toward achieving provincial
Bear Smart status. Revelstoke Bear Aware is needed to advocate for completion of the
actions and recommendations outlined in the Human-Bear Conflict Management Plan
and completion of the criteria required for Revelstoke to become Bear Smart. There is a
need to continually raise public awareness and gather support for these initiatives.
There are several proposals for new development in Revelstoke including a large
housing development in Arrow Heights, a potential mall area on the Trans Canada, and
continuing development associated with Revelstoke Mountain Resort. In the future,
Revelstoke Mountain Resort will include hiking, mountain biking, and golf during the
summer months. Encouraging the City Council to guarantee that these developments
only proceed if allowing for sufficient bear awareness measures is a key future goal of
Bear Aware. Continued education of developers and residents is of utmost importance
to ensure that bears are not attracted to human food sources, and do not become food
conditioned and a threat to human safety.
As the population of Revelstoke and surrounding area changes with an increase in new
residents, visitors, and absentee owners, it is important to continually seek out new and
innovative ways to reach this segment of the population. Revelstoke Bear Aware needs
to continue diversifying educational opportunities.
Updating the bear sightings map on a regular basis provides valuable information to
Revelstoke Bear Aware and the community about the locations of elevated human-bear
conflict and helps to direct Revelstoke Bear Aware initiatives. Posting bear sighting
information on the Facebook page creates a very wide exposure for the Bear Aware
message.
The Gleaning Project has been a very successful part of the Bear Aware program in
Revelstoke and will continue into the future. It has been noted that informal fruit tree
adoptions are happening across the city leading to a better-managed fruit resource in
Revelstoke. It is hoped that collaboration with the LFI will continue into the future.
Although long time Revelstoke residents have been receiving the Bear Aware message
for 20 years and the majority know how to behave in bear country, there are still others
that have grown complacent. It is important to continue to educate about the
importance of securing attractants and to work closely with bylaw and conservation
officers to see that provincial laws and local bylaws are enforced.
Revelstoke Bear Aware has proven to be very successful and indispensable in our
community where there is high potential for conflict between people and bears.
Revelstoke Bear Aware has been very fortunate in past years to receive financial and
in-kind support to allow this work to continue. Although the outlook for continued
success in reducing human-bear conflict is bright, there is concern about future funding
for Revelstoke Bear Aware.
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10.0 RECOMMENDATIONS FOR 2016
The Revelstoke Bear Aware Society recommends the following actions for the coming
year:
• Bear Aware continues to implement an outreach program to educate the
residents of Revelstoke and newcomers about reducing human-bear conflict
in bear country.
• The City chooses to implement a centralized bear resistant bin system in all
mobile home parks.
• The City chooses to implement a bear-resistant solid waste collection system
and supplies bear-clip bins to every resident not in a mobile home park.
• Provided a new bear-resistant solid waste collection system is implemented,
Bear Aware works with the City to provide education to residents.
• The City initiates a wildlife attractant bylaw for Revelstoke covering garbage,
fruit, birdfeeders, outdoor fridges and freezers, barbecues, pet food, chickens
and chicken feed, compost, and beehives.
• Provided a wildlife attractant bylaw is adopted, Bear Aware works with the
City to add existing unmanaged fruit trees to a GIS map, to allow for better
monitoring.
• Provided a bear-resistant solid waste collection system is in place the abovementioned bylaw is implemented, Bear Aware and the City apply to the
province to be granted Bear Smart status.
• Bear Aware encourages the City to remove unmanaged fruit trees from their
property.
• Bear Aware regularly updates its website, Facebook page, and the bear
sightings map.
• The City ensures that all new developments (residential or commercial) are
required to design for bear awareness, e.g. centralized bear-resistant
garbage system and/or homes with secure garbage storage, all food retailers
to have secure garbage management systems, all public areas to be serviced
with bear resistant bins, all new landscaping to not include fruit trees, berry
bushes or mountain ash trees.
• Bear Aware continues work in conjunction with the Community Connections
Food Bank and the Local Food Initiative to expand the Gleaning Project.
• Bear Aware, the City of Revelstoke and the CSRD continue to urge the
provincial government to provide long term funding of the program.
• Bear Aware continues to encourage the Province to reinstate at least one
Conservation Officer in Revelstoke.
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11.0 ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
The Revelstoke Bear Aware Society would like to express gratitude to the following
organizations for financial contributions made to Revelstoke Bear Aware in 2015:
For core program funding:

For supporting the gleaning project:
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And for providing funding to help create the new rack cards:
Lamplighter Campground, Williamson Lake Campground and West Kootenay Parks
Management.
Revelstoke Bear Aware would also like to express gratitude to the following individuals
and organizations for valuable in-kind support provided to the program:
•

Revelstoke Bear Aware board members: Loni Parker, Jackie Morris, Brian
Gadbois, Marcia Woods, Janette Vickers, Kari Martin, and Cheryl Fry;

•

Revelstoke Bear Aware agency advisors: Councillor English (City of Revelstoke),
Dan Bartol, Alex Desjardins, and Lawrence Umsonst (Conservation Officer
Service), and Sarah Boyle, Lisa Larson, and Tawnya Hewitt (Parks Canada);

•

Parks Canada for providing board room meeting space, printing, and also
providing advice and expertise;

•

The Revelstoke Current, StokeFM, EZ Rock Radio, the Revelstoke Review,
Reved Quarterly, Revelstoke Mountaineer and Revelstoke Cable TV for their
continued support and promotion of the program;

•

The Local Foods Initiative, and the North Columbia Environmental Society for their
continued in-kind support;

•

Axis Mundi for supporting the gleaning project through a crowd-funding campaign
and their harvest festival,

•

Patti Larson and Community Connections Food Bank for their continued support
of the Gleaning Project;

•

Local volunteers, for fruit picking, book keeping, expert advise and IT help;

•

School District 19 and the preschools of Revelstoke for inviting the program into
their classrooms;

•

Darren Komonoski, Tina Miertsch, Teresa LeRose, Cindy Floyd, and City staff for
their support, help and input;

•

Visitor Information Centre staff and the Welcome Wagon;

•

Columbia Shuswap Regional District, in particular Carmen Fennel from the
Columbia Shuswap Region Solid Waste Management Department;

•

Current WildSafeBC and independent bear awareness group coordinators
throughout BC for their ideas, support, and hard work throughout the season;
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•

Previous Bear Aware Coordinators in Revelstoke: Karen Bennett, Debby
Robinson, Francis Maltby, Paula Couturier, Todd Arthurs, Steve Kent, Abby Pond,
Penny-Page Brittin and Janette Vickers;

•

Concerned citizens of Revelstoke for their input, ideas, calls and emails of support
and reports of bear activity.

Figure 9. A thank-you card made by Recreation Centre Preschool kids.

28

Revelstoke Bear Aware Society Annual Report - 2015

Appendix 1.0
Letters of Support
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Press Release: March 24th
Bears are out already - secure your garbage now!
As early in the season as it is, the warm spring weather has woken our ursine neighbours and they are
out searching for food. Bears have now been reported wandering around town searching for food and
unfortunately at least one has found garbage to snack on.
“I had a report today of a bear dragging away someone’s garbage bin,” said Sue Davies of Revelstoke
Bear Aware. “We usually expect bears to awaken from their winter sleep some time in April,” said
Davies, “but the warm weather means that plants are starting to sprout, and that is all the bears need to
wake up and get started on their summer eating schedule.”
“It is disappointing that this particular bear has found some garbage so early in the season. Getting a
food reward from garbage means that this bear may go on to become conditioned to eating garbage, and
may end up being called a ‘problem bear’. After last season, when ten bears were destroyed in
Revelstoke, I’d like to think that people will be a bit more vigilant about keeping food away from bears, but
it seems that the owner of the garbage was caught out by the early arrival of the bear,” said Davies.
This is a wake-up call Revelstoke. Bears are out and about - time to put the garbage (and other food
stuffs) away in a secure location.
Bear Aware will be updating their interactive bear sightings map on their website
(www.revelstokebearaware.org/bear-sightings/map/) and will be heading out with their bright yellow street
signs to mark areas where bears have been seen. Please heed the signs, and make sure that there is no
potential bear food available on your property.
Ten tips to being Bear Aware:
1. Secure garbage from bears, either in a bear- resistant container or indoors. Don’t put your
garbage out before 6 a.m. on the day of collection.
2. Harvest ripe fruit and pick up windfall fruit every day.
3. Remove bird feeders during bear season (April - November) or use only small amounts of feed
and bring in each night.
4. Feed pets indoors. Store pet food and livestock feed indoors.
5. Consider a properly installed and maintained electric fence to protect small livestock (such as
chickens and beehives), fruit trees, and compost piles.
6. Consider removing outdoor freezers and fridges.
7. Do not put cooked food, meat, fish or cheese in compost. Keep compost piles working properly;
smelly compost attracts bears.
8. Clean barbecues after each use.
9. Do not feed wildlife.
10. Report conflicts with bears to the Conservation
Please visit www.revelstokebearaware.org for more information on managing bear attractants or contact
Sue Davies on 250 837 8624.
Bear Aware would like to thank CBT, CP Rail, Lush Cosmetics, Revelstoke Credit Union, Revelstoke
Community Foundation, BC Gaming, BC Hydro, and Parks Canada for their support of the Bear Aware
Program.
To report bear sightings or conflicts with bears please call the 24-hour hotline at 1-877-952 RAPP (7277).
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Press Release: April 20th
Garbage and bears don’t mix; lock up your garbage or you may face a fine from
the Conservation Officer.
Bears are definitely out of hibernation by now. “There have been several reports of bears so far this
season,” said Sue Davies, coordinator for Bear Aware. “They’ve been reported in Johnson Heights,
Downtown, and in the Big Eddy, and, in most cases they are already getting into garbage.”
Garbage is the number one attractant for bears and leads to bears becoming far more likely to act
aggressively towards humans. “Last year bears that had become used to eating garbage became very
aggressive on several occasions,” said Davies. “In one instance a bear that had been feeding on garbage
tried to break open some glass doors while the family were in the house. On many other occasions last
year bears entered houses, broke property, and were aggressive towards either humans or pets. We
don’t want a repeat of last year,” she said.
The only way to reduce the conflict that garbage can cause is to keep garbage secure from bears. “Bears
that feed on one person’s garbage are not just a problem for that one person either,” said Davies. “A
garbage bear is a big problem for the whole neighbourhood, and when it comes to dealing with them, an
ounce of prevention is better than a pound of cure. That’s the reason why the Conservation Officers are
able to issue fines to people who consistently leave their garbage unsecured. After last year, when they
had to destroy so many bears, the Conservation Officers will be getting tough on people who leave their
garbage accessible to bears,” she said.
For the sake of the whole neighbourhood, and to avoid getting a fine, lock up your garbage in a shed,
garage, or indoors until collection day.
The City also has a Solid Waste and Recycling Bylaw (#2006) which states that garbage cans must be
secured from wildlife during the week, and that they should only be put at the curb between 6am and
midnight on collection day.
“We’ll be conducting a spring garbage tagging campaign over the next few weeks,” said Davies.
“Garbage left at the curb the night before collection will be tagged with a bright yellow sticker. Please
heed the stickers and only put your garbage out after 6am on collection day, and - please - store it
securely the rest of the week too,” said Davies.
Also this spring Bear Aware will be printing new rack cards, both a general rack card containing
information about reducing conflict with bears at home, and a special camping rack card designed to help
reduce conflict with bears while camping.
“Bresco Industries has donated a substantial amount to help with the general rack cards, and has also
agreed to support the Bear Aware program into the future. Bresco and Bear Aware have always had a
strong connection, after all Bresco deals with garbage collection and we deal with bears into garbage, it s
a naturally good alliance,” said Davies.
“Some of the local campgrounds including Williamson Lake Campground, Lamplighter Campground, and
West Kootenay Parks, have all generously donated funds to help produce the camping rack cards,” said
Davies. “Look for the fresh new rack cards coming soon to a brochure rack near you!”
Bear Aware would like to thank CBT, CP Rail, Bresco Industries, Revelstoke Credit Union, Revelstoke
Community Foundation, BC Gaming, and Parks Canada for their support of the Bear Aware Program.
For more information about reducing conflict with bears please see www.revelstokebearaware.org. To
receive and share valuable local information about bear activity in Revelstoke, like Bear Aware on
Facebook at www.Facebook.com/revelstokebearaware. To report bear sightings or conflicts with bears
please call the 24-hour hotline at 1-877-952 RAPP (7277).
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Press Release: May 12th
We need a Conservation Officer in Revelstoke - call the RAPP to report conflicts
with bears
There are currently several bears foraging for food in different areas of Revelstoke. Sue Davies of
Revelstoke Bear Aware stresses the importance of reporting human-bear conflicts to the Conservation
Officer Service RAPP line (1 877 952 7277).
“I’d like people to understand that the COs won’t necessarily turn up to shoot a bear if it is reported. In
most cases they simply track the movements and habits of bears through the reported sightings, and only
if they think there is a significant threat to human safety will they act to remove the bear,” said Davies.
“Many people believe they can’t call the COs now because they think there isn’t an officer to come, so
they call me instead,” said Davies. “But there are officers in Golden and Vernon who respond to our calls.
And if we call about all the conflicts that are actually occurring here in Revelstoke maybe the ministry will
get the message that we really do need a local Revelstoke Officer,” said Davies. “Also, Bear Aware
provides education about reducing conflict with bears, but is not equipped to manage the bears if conflict
does arise. It is really important to call the COS so that the information about the whereabouts of bears
gets to the right people, including being sent to Bear Aware to be entered into our web based bearsightings map,” said Davies.
The 24-hour RAPP line gets you through to a call centre that will direct your call to the nearest
Conservation Officer. The Conservation Officers from Golden are also working with Revelstoke based
Natural Resource Officers who can help out with some of the duties of Conservation Officers. Be ready
to tell the operator your address, the nature of the sighting, and if there is any food source that may have
attracted the bear to the area. The number to call is 1 877 952 RAPP (7277).
Bear Aware would like to thank CBT, CP Rail, Bresco Industries, Revelstoke Credit Union, Revelstoke
Community Foundation, BC Gaming, and Parks Canada for their support of the Bear Aware Program.
For more information about reducing conflict with bears please see www.revelstokebearaware.org. To
receive and share valuable local information about bear activity in Revelstoke, like Bear Aware on
Facebook at www.Facebook.com/revelstokebearaware. To report bear sightings or conflicts with bears
please call the 24-hour hotline at 1-877-952 RAPP (7277).
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Press Release: June 24th
Revelstoke Bear Aware calls on crowd-funding to raise funds and awareness
about human-bear conflict over fruit trees
Over the past few years Bear Aware has been very active when it comes to harvesting excess fruit in
Revelstoke. Several years ago Bear Aware realized a need to help people who could not harvest their
own ripe fruit and were leaving it for the bears. To fill this need Bear Aware created the Gleaning Project,
which brings volunteers to unmanaged fruit trees (with the owner’s permission), harvests the fruit, and
takes it to the food bank. The Gleaning Project has been harvesting in excess of 2000 lb. of fruit annually
to help the community reduce human bear conflict - now they need your help.
“The Gleaning Project costs Bear Aware in coordinator hours, phone bills, and vehicle expenses each
year and we gratefully accept membership fees and donations to help fund it, but we need to grow the
project to include more trees, and that requires more funding,” said Sue Davies, Coordinator for Bear
Aware. This year Axis Mundi has generously offered to help with a crowd-funding campaign aimed at
raising funds for an expanded Gleaning and Canning Project, which will also include engaging kids in the
whole process.
“I want to contact all those people who have not yet taken advantage of the project, and who let their fruit
fall and rot on the ground, because letting fruit rot on the ground really steps up the attraction to bears,”
said Davies.
“This year - depending on funding - we will be pro-actively visiting those people with fruit trees that are
not being harvested. We will offer the Gleaning Project services to fruit tree owners and we hope that
increased uptake of the service will provide lots of fresh local fruit for humans, and much less of an
attractant to our ursine neighbours.”
In addition to the harvest, the Local Food Initiative will be working with groups of local kids to engage
them in the process of turning the fruit into canned or dried fruit, much of which will also be donated to the
food bank.
Bear Aware does so much to help our community live in harmony with our town mascots. Now it is time to
show your support. Visit www.gofundme.com/kidscanproject to learn more about the project and to
donate to this excellent local cause.
If you have a tree that you cannot manage to harvest, or if you want to help with the harvesting (and get
to take home lots of fresh, local fruit) please email beaware@telus.net or call Sue Davies on 250 837
8624.
Bear Aware would like to thank Axis Mundi for setting up the crowd-funding event, and CBT, CP Rail,
Bresco Industries, Revelstoke Credit Union, Revelstoke Community Foundation, BC Gaming, and Parks
Canada for their support of the Bear Aware Program.
For more information about reducing conflict with bears please see revelstokebearaware.org. To receive
and share valuable local information about bear activity in Revelstoke, like Bear Aware on Facebook at
Facebook.com/revelstokebearaware. To report bear sightings or conflicts with bears please call the 24hour hotline at 1-877-952 RAPP (7277).
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Cougar seen repeatedly in area near hospital.
Over the last 10 days there have been numerous reports of a cougar in the area between the hospital
and the equine park. The reports have been both of sightings and of people hearing cougar calls.
Cougars are usually relatively rare to see, owing to their nature of being a stalking animal. “In most cases
it is they who see us rather than the other way round. For so many people to have actually seen this
animal means that it is relatively bold,” said Sue Davies, coordinator of Bear Aware and previous
WildSafeBC coordinator. “The area is inhabited by a small band of white tail deer, which are favourite
prey for cougar and may have attracted this animal to the area,” she said. At least one pet has gone
missing in this area.
Please report any sightings of this cougar to the RAPP line on 1877 952 7277. It is important that the
Conservation Officer service is able to track sightings of this animal to determine if it is just behaving as a
normal wild cougar, or if is it developing unnatural behaviours that may cause it to be more of a threat to
people or pets. Report any sightings to the RAPP line to assist with tracking the behaviour of this animal.
Fortunately this year bears are less of a concern in Revelstoke. There has been an excellent crop of
berries this year and this has taken some of the pressure off the town. However, purple plums are just
about to become ripe in town and it is essential to harvest them to ensure that bears don’t move in and
start feasting.
“Our gleaning program is up and running again this year,” said Davies. “We have already harvested
some plums and there are lots more on trees around town. If you have fruit you can’t manage or know of
someone who needs help harvesting, call the Gleaning Project, and we will bring volunteers to help with
the harvest. We harvest the fruit then take any excess fruit to the food bank,” she said.
If you have a tree that you cannot manage to harvest, or if you want to help with the harvesting (and get
to take home lots of fresh, local fruit) please email beaware@telus.net or call Sue Davies on 250 837
8624.
Bear Aware would like to thank Columbia Basin Trust, CP Rail, Bresco Industries, BC Hydro, Revelstoke
Credit Union, Revelstoke Community Foundation, BC Gaming, and Parks Canada for their support of the
Bear Aware Program.
For more information about reducing conflict with bears please see revelstokebearaware.org. To receive
and share valuable local information about bear and cougar activity in Revelstoke, please like and follow
Bear Aware on Facebook at Facebook.com/revelstokebearaware. To report bear sightings or conflicts
with bears please call the 24-hour hotline at 1-877-952 RAPP (7277).
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Good fences make good neighbours - especially where chickens are concerned.
Last month the council finally passed the new backyard chicken bylaw allowing residents to legally keep
hens in their backyards, both as pets and to produce eggs for family consumption. This is a great thing
for both local food security and for those who just love the company of chickens.
However, we happen to live slap-bang in the middle of some pretty fine bear habitat and bears are no
respecters of property lines... unless those lines happen to be drawn with electric fences. Thanks to
some level heads in council, the right to keep chickens comes alongside the right to protect your chickens
with CSA safety approved electric fencing.
Lots of people think bears are not really interested in chickens. However, the first time a bear gets into a
coop it is often too late. Most often it is too late for the chickens, but it is often too late for the bear too.
Once it has killed chickens, it usually keeps coming back. If it is a mother bear, she will then teach this
behaviour to her cubs. The last thing we need around here is a population of bears that think killing
chickens is their best option for food.
Electric fencing is the most practical way of protecting small livestock from bears. “Yes, a heavy-gage
steel-framed cage with heavy welded steel mesh might also protect your chickens,” said Sue Davies of
Revelstoke Bear Aware, “but it will cost you an arm and a leg,” she said, adding “a wooden structure just
won’t keep out a bear; these animals habitually rip apart logs to get at insects, they have no problem
ripping open anything made of wood if the incentive is there. Far better to string some wires on insulators
around your coop, hook them up to a CSA safety approved electric pulse generator, and know that your
chickens are safe from bears, with the added advantage that bears are safer from being destroyed too,”
she said.
“One thing about electric fencing is that it is incredibly important that the fence is properly installed and
then maintained,” said Davies. “If it is not installed properly, there may be little or no use to having an
electric fence. Fortunately Bear Aware will be hosting a specialist electric fencing workshop next week to
ensure that people set up their fences correctly.”
The workshop will be held at the McPherson Room of the Community Centre at 5pm on Tuesday 20th
October. Gillian Sanders, WildSafeBC coordinator from Kaslo will be leading the workshop. She has
installed more than 130 fences to successfully protect livestock, and travels throughout BC presenting
these workshops on predator electric fencing. Entry is free and tea and cookies will be served, please
bring your own mug! Donations to Bear Aware are welcome.
Bear Aware would like to thank Columbia Basin Trust, Habitat Conservation Fund, Kaslo WildSafeBC,
CP Rail, Bresco Industries, BC Hydro, Revelstoke Credit Union, Revelstoke Community Foundation, BC
Gaming, and Parks Canada for their support of the Bear Aware Program.
For more information about reducing conflict with bears, including a downloadable electric fencing
brochure, please see revelstokebearaware.org. To receive and share valuable local information about
bear activity in Revelstoke, please like and follow Bear Aware on Facebook at
Facebook.com/revelstokebearaware. To report bear sightings or conflicts with bears please call the 24hour hotline at 1-877-952 RAPP (7277).
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